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CONTEMPORARY HUMANISM 


It will be remembered that last year 
William P, King edited a book which has 
had a wide reading: “Behaviorism: A Bat- 
tle Line” (Cokesbury Press), and in which 
several very eminent Christian psycholo- 
gists showed up the fallacies of Behavior- 
ism. Mr. King has now edited another 
volume, of equal strength and timeliness, 
in which ten of our ablest theologians 
weigh Humanism in the balance: “Human- 
ism: Another Battle Line” (also Cokesbury 
Press). It is a much-needed book and 
ought to have a very wide reading, for 
the Humanistic gospel is very rampant at 
just this time. 

First of all, we ought to remember what 
Humanism is as advocated by its prophets 
today. It is not a revival of the old, 
classic, humanism which meant a return 
from scholastic theology to the literature 
that dealt with the warm, human attrib- 
utes of man, especially the Greek and 
Roman classics. It is not exactly Posi- 
tivism as preached by Comte and _ his 
school, which was really a deification of 
humanity and which soon passed away 
because humanity refused to act like deity. 
(A Unitarian friend of mine said that 
after 1914-18 he was tempted to give up 
his doctrine of “human perfectibility” and 
go back to the doctrine of “total deprav- 
ity.”) Humanism, as used by the contempo- 
rary school, really stands for the attempt 
to fashion a religion without God. It drops 
the Christian theology bag and baggage, 
although it retains and emphasizes the 
Christian ethics. (A rather strange para- 
dox for, if any truth is self-evident, it is 
that the Christian morality is the fruit of 
a belief in a righteous, personal, Chris- 
tian God.) It is, in its philosophy, purely 
materialistic. Its interpretation of the 
universe leaves no room for the super- 
natural or an intelligent, guiding Will or 


A LETTER TO OUR HELPERS IN THE 
WORK 


To the Pastors and Consistories, 
Dear Brethren: 


Only the urge of a desperate situation 
in our Boards of Missions, Home and For- 
eign, prompts us to send you this Letter 
during the busy Lenten and Easter Sea- 
son. Necessity it laid upon us. The work 
of Missions is suffering for want of suffi- 
cient support. 


At its annual meeting on March 3rd the 
Board of Foreign Missions wrestled with 
the low ebb of its finances, as did also the 
Board of Home Missions at its annual 
meeting in January, and the members feel- 
ingly voted to instruct the Secretaries of 
the Boards to prepare a Joint Letter, earn- 
estly asking Pastors and Consistories to 
see to it that the old custom of Easter 
Giving be restored in all congregations. 


And why? Because the offerings for 
Home and Foreign Missions at Easter time 
in 1930 were insignificantly small, less than 
one-half of those of the Easter Seasons in 
_ the years 1927, ’28, 729. As a result both 

Boards of Missions during the New Clas- 
sical Year were forced to add largely to 
their already heavy deficits. If the com- 
ing Easter will not help to increase the 
offerings for Missions, we know what the 
condition of our treasuries will be by the 
end of 1931. 


While a sacred responsibility rests upon 
the officers and members of the Boards to 
direct the work at home and abroad, it 
stands to reason that they are helpless to 


helping Power. It is true that here and 
there a thinker who is classed with the 
humanists or at least claimed by them, 
seems still to hold to a vague theism—a 
man like Paul Elmer More, for instance— 
but they do not really belong in the hu- 
manistic camp and are looked upon as 
heretical by their fellow-humanists, who 
are, on the whole, thoroughly agnostic. God 
being gone, what is left? Humanism, that 
is, Man with his invincible will, the power 
to love and help his fellowmen—sacrifice 
for the ideal, human solidarity, education, 
adventure into the unknown. Prayer gone, 
to whom shall we go for strength and 
courage, hope and peace? ‘To ourselves. 
What shall be our seat of authority, our 
Bible? Science. 


If anyone thinks I am exaggerating, let 
him read Babbitt, Dewey, Dreiser, Hay- 
don, Joad, Krutch, Lippmann, Potter, and 
the others. Tio answer the humanists Mr. 
King has assembled a strong company and 
they have done their tasks well. There is 
not space in this short review to analyze 
each of these ten chapters. All I can do 
is to enumerate the writers and their sub- 
jects which all approach from a different 
angle. None of the authors are content 
with pointing out the weaknesses and fal- 
lacies of humanism. They are all con- 
cerned with showing that without God 
everything becomes chaos. The evidence 
of this is scattered through all history and 
in human experience. You cannot have a 
rational universe without a rational mind 
in it. If there is any divinity in Man 
where did he get it, unless from a divine 
source? If there is no Father, why these 
human eravings for an unfailing compan- 
ionship, an absolute source of love, 
strength and peace? How can we have 
confidence in our highest aspirations, in our 
belief in order, purpose and meaning in life 
if there is no answer or ground for our 


maintain the Missionary operations of the 
Chureh without adequate funds. 

Even in the presence of existing want 
and woe, of which we hear and see so 
much, we have all confidence that there 
are thousands of members in our Church, 
who, if they learn of the seriousness of our 
financial straits, will loyally come to the 
help of their Boards of Missions. 

Your past experience will convince you 
that the Easter Season is the high tide of 
spiritual life and of Christian giving, and 
if you will raise the bulk of the Appor- 
tionment this Easter, as heretofore, you 
and we will be relieved of the undue strain 
and stress to do so towards the close of 
the year, and thus enable the Boards to 
conduct their work without the necessity 
of making loans and paying interest. 

A mature minister is quoted as saying: 
“Tf the Church can be aroused for a great 
advance through prophet voices of spir- 
itual leaders, this is the most prophetic 
hour in the (Christian era.” Our pastors, 
elders and deacons are the prophetic voices 
and we look to them as the spiritual lead- 
ers to arouse the Church. 

May the spirit of the Living Christ 
move mightily upon our hearts in this 
Lenten Season and make us willing to 
bring liberal offerings in the day of His 
power, for then Easter will ring out its 
hymns of joy and triumph for all the 
people. 

Yours in the Fellowship 
of His Sufferings, 


Allen R. Bartholomew, 
Charles E. Schaeffer. 


questionings and ideals? Is not the en- 
aeavors of man to reach moral heights and 
salvation by his own unaided endeavors 
much like our endeavors to lift our bodies 
by our own boot-straps? Most of the 
writers also point out that these very 
ideals and ethics which the humanists con- 
tend are the essence of religion are all 
logical outcomes of faith in the Chris- 
tian God. 

Here are the authors and their subjects: 
I. “The Vicissitudes of a Noble Word,” by 
Lynn Harold Hough; II. “Contemporary 
Humanism,” by Douglas C. Macintosh; 
Til. “Humanism, Humanitarinism, and 
Personalism,” by John Wright Buckham; 
IV. “Will Humanism Suffice as a Philoso- 
phy of Life?” by Ivan Lee Holt; V. “Can 
We Have Religion Without God?’ by 
Shailer Mathews; VI. “Humanism: Re- 
actionary Rather Than Radical,” by W. 
E. Garrison; VII. “Neo-Humanism and 
Human Need,” by Richard Roberts; VIII. 
“Humanism and Christianity,” by C. B. 
Wilmer; IX. “Humanism: What it is and 
How to Meet it,” by William Adams 
Brown; X. “Humanism and Moral Motive 
Power,” by William P. King. 

I beseech for this book a wide reading. 
The preachers should study these chapters, 
for their people are reading the humanist 
gospel in the flood of books and magazine 
articles being poured forth. 

One final word. The humanists make 
much of science. The scientists are to be 
our prophets in place of the theologians. 
Seience is to be our Bible. The irony of 
all this is, that the great scientists today, 
almost without exception, are convinced 
theists, and insisting that one cannot ex- 


plain the universe without God. One need 
only mention such men as Eddington, 


Jeanes, Hinstein, Millikan and Sir Oliver 


Lodge. 


Frederick Lynch. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Supt. 


It gives us pleasure to announce the 
winners of the Stewardship Essay Contest 
in Bethany Home. Group O, Ist Prize, 
Warren Stiely, aged 17, a son of our fore- 
man. 2nd Prize, Alice Mabry, aged 17, 
from St. Stephen’s, Reading. Group B, Ist 
Prize, Grace Setzler, aged 14, from First 
Reformed, Spring City. 2nd Prize, Mil- 
dred Gebhard, aged 12, daughter of the 
superintendent. Group A, Ist Prize, Rob- 
ert Peters, aged 11, St. Mark’s, Allentown. 
2nd Prize, Arlene Rhoads, aged 11, Hain’s 
Church, Wernersville. 


The employees of Bethany were glad to 
hear the report of the head surgeon of the 
Reading Hospital to the effect that the 
badly mutilated hand of our matron of 
Santee Hall, which was caught in the man- 
gle a month ago, could be saved and that 
it was not necessary to amputate. 


The employees of Bethany were enter- 
tained at a double party at Applegate 
Lodge, the home of the superintendent, 
March 11 and 12. So as to give all a 
chance to attend, the party was held on 
two consecutive nights, about 20 attend- 
ing each night. 


On making inquiry as to our egg supply, — 
the matrons informed us that the Easter — 
Rabbit has always remembered our chil- 
dren at Easter. 
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THE FIRST EASTER SERMON 


We have only the sheerest summary of it and we have 
that in indirect discourse: “Mary Magdalene came and told 
the disciples that she had seen the Lord.” And yet, if 
preaching is “truth mediated through personality,’ the 
bringing together of an urgent message and a critical occa- 
sion, then here is real preaching indeed. To so regard it 
should help us understand what a Christian sermon need 
not be and what it ought to be, that it need not be long, 
elaborately fashioned or abstruse, but that it must. be the 
sincere and simple telling of one’s personal experience of 


God in Christ. 


No theological seminary was responsible for this 
PREACHER and her homiletic method. Neither special 
training nor respectable past had she. We would discount 
none of these. Other things being equal, they would have 
made her all the more powerful and useful. We are but 
stating the fact that she did not have them. But one 
thing she did have—a message, good news which gave 
wings to her feet and the ecstasy of joy to her heart and 
voice. If preaching were considered more often in this 
broader, deeper sense and not confined so much to associa- 
tion with pulpit formalities, thirdlies and fourthlies, if 
untutored men, unprivileged women and little children 
would be numbered among the preachers when they have 
news that they are eager and happy to pass along for the 
good of others, then we might hear fewer depreciating 
references like “Now I don’t want to preach” or “Quit 
preaching to me.” That which lay behind and beneath the 
message of the Magdalene and made her a genuine preacher 
was her vital experience of Jesus and His redemptive love. 
The seven devils had been vanquished and in their place, 
now cleansed and brightened, abode the Savior. No won- 
der she could preach sermons that sang and saved. 

Her PULPIT was wherever she came within speaking 
distance of those who needed to hear her message. In the 
case of this Easter sermon it was that spot just inside or 
just outside the door of the house where the disciples 
tarried: It must have been still early in the morning. Per- 
haps some of her audience like some of ours later in the day 
were asleep. But hers was a sermon that pierced them 
wide awake. Her pulpit manner? We can only imagine 
that it was less like that of one addressing a public meeting 
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and more like that of one announcing the surprise arrival 
of a friend most dear. 

What was the SUBJECT of her vibrant message? Her 
TEXT and THEME? They were all one! That gasp of 
good news: “I have seen the Lord.” No argument. No 
dialectic. Not even a reference to His past promises. Just 
her extremely personal witness to one fact. ‘He is risen” 
was an inference. “I have seen Him,” that was testimony 
in its barest, simplest, most effective form. 

What is the substance of the Easter sermons of your 
lives and mine? Can we really preach on “The Living 
Christ as Seen by Me?” Do our faces in the Easter morn- 
ing light, the tone of our voices as we greet our brethren, 
our conversation and our conduct, bear this witness that 
we have seen Him Risen? 

Her sermon’s OBJECT is just as clear. To produce in 
her hearers’ hearts the same glow of resurgent hope which 
the sight and voice of Him had kindled in hers. As she 
hurried breathlessly along the morning road she must 
have pictured the disciples still dazed with grief and dulled 
in despair. To comfort them with the glad tidings, to rouse 
them to hasten forth to meet Him and to serve Him, to all 
this she was powerfully, almost instinctively impelled. What 
other is our object as the preaching urge invests our hearts 
on Easter day or any day? 


—Davip DuNN. 
* * * 


SOME REFLECTIONS OF AN ORDINARY MAN 
UPON REALIZING THAT HE WILL LIVE 
FOREVER 


It is hard to realize that I shall live forever... . I ordi- 
narily reckon life as stopping at the grave, and do not dare 
to venture beyond that. To live forever,—not ten years, or 
seventy years, or five hundred years, or even five million, 
but forever! ... If that is true, living becomes a different 
matter. 

If I am to live forever, I must take care how I live.... 
I will have to dwell with myself a long time. Others will 
have to associate with me world without end, It may be 
that this personality I am constructing will come some day 
before the presence of the Great God Himself. . . . Sooner 
or later in the course of eternity I will yield to God’s in- 
sistence and find the way. Would it not be the part of wis- 
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dom to begin now, and lay the foundations aright? Then 
I shall not have to consume half of eternity in retracing 
my steps. ... This is an unspeakably glorious task,—to 
build a character which shall go on forever. Perhaps it 
will be better to think less of the body than I have been 
thinking, for it will leave me soon, and center my attention 
on those phases of life which are more largely independent 
of the body. Truth, beauty, and goodness would seem to 
be the matters most worthy of attention if one is to live 
forever. 

And I must endeavor also to help others live aright... . 
There is that young man across the way (I forget his name) 
who was haled into court last week for theft. And he will 
live forever, too I wonder why I never thought to try to 
interest him’ in my Church. Perhaps he had to steal to 
live. Whose fault would that be? Will he steal again upon 
his release? . . . Will he be a thief forever? .. . To think 
that all the people in this country, yes, in the world, are 
destined to live forever! 

And if I am to live forever, if death is a mere incident, 
there is nothing to fear any longer in life... . Nothing at 
all! That’s a strange thought,—nothing to fear. It is hard 
to believe. ... And yet I can’t fear death, for there is no 
such thing. And I can’t fear sickness, or poverty, or sor- 
row. What are five years of unhappiness compared with 
forever! How trivial all my worries become! They shrink 
to nothingness. . . . Those whom I have lost, I have not 
lost at all. They await me somewhere. . . . Can I really 
believe this? . . . Thanks be to God who giveth us the vic- 
tory through our Lord, Jesus Christ! 

IN Ger. 


* * * 


WHAT MEANS THIS EASTER JOY? 


What means this Cross-crowned hill, this Easter joy? The 
loving form of Him who hung upon the Cross three short 
days ago is there no more. Men may heedlessly hurry by 
as they did so long ago, but they cannot forget the dying 
Saviour. They killed Him to silence His accusing voice, 
sc they might go on their way undisturbed by Him. But 
they have gone right on to treasure every word He spoke, 
fearing lest one might be lost, and wondering whether after 
all He has not found the meaning of human life. Eternity 
was speaking in Him and He set human life in its light; 
but they knew it not. 

More living after two thousand years in the glory of 
His spirit than He ever was in the flesh, Jesus is the promise 
that we too shall share eternity with God. Through Christ 
death becomes the transplanting of human life into God’s 
great garden of love. 

It is as when grandmother in winter time began her 
little garden plants in the starting boxes on her window 
sills. When the spring rains and summer suns had watered 
and warmed her garden she set them out to share in the 
wonderful life of the whole universe. 


At first that looks as cruel as death looks to us. It ex- 
posed these little plants to the dangers of storm and in- 
sects. But we know that had they been left in the starting 
boxes they would have grown spindly, turned sick and died. 
They needed the great garden to fulfill their life purpose. 

So is death for us—a transplanting of our lives from 
these starting boxes of our bodies into Gods’ great garden 
of the Spirit where watered by the showers of His mercy 
and warmed by the sunshine of His love we fulfill life’s 
eternal destiny and bring to ripeness the fruits of the Spirit. 
Death for Christ was just such a transplanting and in 
God’s great garden of love we shall with Him bear the 
fruit of eternal life. 


Death is only a casting aside of our starting boxes to 
give life the larger growth of the Spirit. Here life begins 
but it does not end and God has put so much of glory into 
it that it will require eternity to unfold it all. The living 
Christ is our assurance that with Him we shall share eter- 
* nity and bring to full fruition the infinite Spirit now awak- 
ening in our bodies. This is the meaning of the Easter 
joy. Share ye all in it! 

Cuartes D. ROcKEL. 

Altoona, Pa. 
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THIS IS FOR YOU 


In the hope of stimulating more general participation 
in the Rufus W. and Katherine McCauley Miller Memo- 
rial Fund Prize Essay Contest, attention is called to a 
change which has been made this year in the conditions of 
competition. There will be two classes of contestants and 
two sets of prizes, instead of one as formerly. Competi- 
tion will be limited to the clergy in one class and to the 
laity in the other. It was felt that there were probably 
many among the laity who really desire to enter a contest 
stich as this, but were deterred from doing so because they 
thought themselves somewhat at a disadvantage in a com- 
petition in which the clergy were entered against them. 
Consequently it was thought fairer to everyone concerned 
to have the clergy and the laity compete in separate classes, 
and this year’s essay contest has been set up on this basis. 
The details in regard to the contest are indicated on an- 
other page. . 

There is no more live issue before the American people 
today than the temperance issue, nor is there any in which 
a keener interest is being shown than this one. With this 
thought in mind, the theme “The Attitude of the Home 
Toward the Eighteenth Amendment,” was chosen. Surely 
this subject ought to prove quite provocative of interest. 
It will be recalled that Dr. Miller was always very deeply 
interested in the temperance problem and labored ardently 
in behalf of temperance reform. It is particularly fitting 
that a subject bearing on the temperance problem should 
have been chosen for the memorial essay contest. 

It would be very gratifying from every point of view | 
if there were more general participation. May we hope 
to have both more of the laity and more of the clergy as 
entrants? 

Henry I. Stranr, D.D. 


* * * 


POSSIBILITIES OF KINGDOM WORK IF 
SUPPORTED BY THE PRACTICE 
OF STEWARDSHIP 


Every man must decide for himself the proportion of 
his income he will give to the Church and for charitable 
purposes. 

The only proportion suggested in the Bible is the tithe. 
Altogether apart from the Scripture, it has been found that 
ten per cent is a good working basis. The General Synod 
of 1926 advocated tithing as the minimum for our giving. 

President Coolidge in his message to Congress in Decem- 
ber, 1927, stated that the annual income of the United 
States was over 90 billions of dollars. This means $800 
for every man, woman, and child. The communicant mem- 
bers of the Reformed Church have at least average in- 
comes. $800 for every one of our 350,000 members 
amounts to $280,000,000. A tenth of this would be $28,- 
000,000. We also have 150,000 unconfirmed members, nearly 
all of whom are children, many of them infants. As citizens, 
however, their income is also an average of $800 a year, 
or $120,000,000. 

If a tithe of the total income of Reformed Church mem- 
bers,—communicant and unconfirmed,—were paid it would 
amount to $40,000,000 annually. Omitting altogether the 
unconfirmed members, the amount would be $28,000,000. 

Let us assume for a moment that all of this tithe was 
contributed to the Reformed Church and its work. The 
gifts of our entire Church for all recorded benevolences 
are far less than $2,000,000 a year, and for congregational 
purposes much less than $6,000,000 a year, say $8,000,000 
altogether. What would be done with the other $20,000,- 
000 if every person paid the tithe of his income? 

With this other $20,000,000, we could during the first 
year use $1,000,000 to pay all of the Apportionments in 
full (somewhat overpaying them) ; complete the Minister- 
ial Relief Sustentation Fund (less than $1,000,000) ; make 
adequate provision for our Orphans’ and Old Folks’ Homes 
(another $1,000,000) ; double every pastor’s salary (about 
$2,000,000) ; wipe out the indebtedness on every Church 


and parsonage, on the Schaff Building and every educational ~ 


institution (approximately $8,000,000), and we would still 
have left $7,000,000 with which to send 1,000 new mis- 
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sionaries throughout the United States and Canada, to 
Japan, China and Mesopotamia ($2,000,000) and have 
$5,000,000 for further endowment of our educational insti- 
tutions. 

Having gotten on a firm financial basis and having cleared 
all indebtedness, we could afford, during the second year, 
to lose all sight of gifts from the children, even assuming 
that to do so would be Christian and advisable, and with 
less than one half of the amount, could support all the 
work of the Reformed Church as generously as would be 
right, and with the other half support many needy causes 
that now deserve the gifts of Christian people. 


—WILLIAM E. LAMPE. 
* * * 


SOPHISTICATION 


William Allen White is noted as one of America’s leading 
editors. Of course, like all other editors, he is human and 
therefore liable to err. Perhaps we should not take too 
seriously, therefore, his recent observation about our col- 
lege students. “We are,” he asserts, “turning out in our 
colleges too many hard-boiled, hard-hearted, hard-headed 
dumb-bells.” At first blush this sounds like an indictment 
of the majority of students or the average student; if it 
were either, we are convinced it would be quite unfair. 
But, taking it as it stands, can any of us disprove it? Even 
one dumb-bell of the variety described would be too much. 
And the atmosphere of some institutions appears to foster 
the sort of sophistication to which allusion is made by Mr. 
White. Where spiritual values are minimized or neglected, 
have we a right to expect any better fruit than moral cynic- 
ism? For an institution of learning to foster the sense of 
“futility and frustration” which so apparently paralyzes 
some young graduates is a gross perversion of the purpose 
for which colleges are established; and if this is ever true 
of an institution which calls itself Christian, the perversion 
is altogether odious. It is our observation, however, that 
the college is often blamed for the sins of the sophisticated 
home. The “raw material” sent to college by some parents 
of our time enters the Freshman class in the petrified con- 
dition described by Mr. White, and then the college is ex- 
pected to soften and civilize the hard-boiled, hard-hearted, 
hard-headed dumb-bell who thinks he already knows every- 
thing worth knowing, and a good deal more. To melt that 
sort of hardness is a harder job than you might suppose. 
Few if any jobs require so much patience as the attempt 
to teach those who are not teachable in spirit. 

* * * 


NEWS-STAND GARBAGE 


A pastor who believes it to be part of his work to im- 
prove the environment in which he and his parishioners 
live by reducing the number and activity of the agencies 
of evil in that community and thus making it easier for 
the citizens to do right and harder to do wrong, and who 
has been exceptionally successful in co-operating with other 
good citizens and with conscientious public officials in thus 
mitigating a number of glaring offences against the public 
weal, paid a recent visit to this City of Brotherly Love to 
give a series of Lenten addresses. It occurred to him to 
investigate a few conditions in our fair city, and within 
the very shadow of our City Hall he purchased a dozen 
magazines, none of which should be permitted in any 
civilized community and the sale of any one of which would 
subject the offender to punishment if the laws were obeyed. 
The inference is that nobody in Philadelphia has been suf- 
ficiently interested in the peddling of such noisome and 
salacious stuff to see to it that the laws against obscenity and 
the corruption of public morals are put into effect. We 
have been told that in only three Pennsylvania cities, Pitts- 
burgh, Lancaster and York, has any serious effort been 
made to keep off the public news-stands these publications, 
some of which are so rotten that they would not even be 
permitted in Paris. What is the matter in other communt- 
ties? Do pastors and parents have any special responsibility 
to act, if sworn officers of the law remain blind, deaf and 
dumb? : } 

Even as many of our moving pictures have misrepre- 
sented and degraded us in the eyes of the people of other 
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nations, so it seems we are being continually dishonored 
by publications too vile to be accepted in the United States 
mails, but which are sent by express or freight to spread 
the poison of impurity, crime and violence. It does not add 
to our complacency to read in the organs of public opinion 
in other countries appeals to “prohibit the circulation of 
all United States magazines.” The New Outlook (Toron- 
to), organ of The United Church of Canada, comments 
editorially on “The Magazine Menace” and says a visit 
to a typical Canadian bookstall revealed that those that 
were most ghastly, disgusting and inane, with the most lurid 
covers, were “practically all United States productions.” 
These trashy, hurtful and altogether undesirable periodicals, 
nearly all concerned with gangland activities and crime, or 
with pornographic stories and jokes and indecent pictures 
are nearly always found to be the “best sellers,” some of 
the dealers admitting they have trouble to secure enough 
to supply the demand. For the protection of Canadians, 
therefore, the New Outlook says that the importation of 
such dirty and explosive stuff cannot be stopped a moment 
too soon, and as a substitute “let Canada provide her own 
magazines.’ Well, we would not blame Canada for such an 
exclusion act. But what about our own people, our own 
boys and girls? Are we not concerned about it that hun- 
dreds of thousands are feeding upon such garbage? 
ih #lloe 


WE WONDER 


It may be true that it is wise for Protestants to forget 
some things spoken or written by the Pope of Rome, but 
somehow it is not easy to forget how vigorously that august 
personage condemned the Italian Government, in an ad- 
dress to Lenten preachers, accusing them of violating the 
Lateran Treaty by permitting “immoral newspapers, movies 
and vaudeville shows, profanation of the Sabbath, and 
Protestant propaganda.” 

It will be remembered that Cardinal Hayes of New 
York, in alluding to the Pope’s recent radio address, said 
that the Holy Father always tries to “speak as near like 
God would speak as human mind could know how.” We 
hope this is true; but in the rebuke to the government, 
he has certainly tied up Protestants with some very un- 
pleasant associates. We agree with the Baptist in saying: 
“This is not kind, and perhaps was not meant to be so. 
All these evils, to his mind, are apparently upon the same 
level. We can quite understand that the Pope does not 
like to see Protestants conducting religious services in 
Rome, and in view of the Roman Catholic doctrine as to 
the rights of the Church, wherever it has a majority, to 
persecute and banish the heretic, we can understand that 
he would like Signor Mussolini to drive them all away. In 
this respect he is becoming more and more aggregative, ex- 
hibiting a kind of desperation. But we doubt whether the 
Pope reaily believes that Protestants are as bad as all that, 
or are truly ‘a menace to that which is most precious in 
the life of the people.’ It cannot be that he is so ill-in- 
formed. If he is, then, in the interest of our common citi- 
zenship in the United States and of religious toleration 
here, some of our Roman Catholic American friends ought 
to enlighten the Pope and interpret to him Protestants as 
they are.” Is not this sound advice? 

ee eek 


THE POLICY OF CONFUSION 


It must be obvious to all thoughtful persons that the Dry 
cause has been gaining a lot of ground since the report of 
the Wickersham Commission. While that report was not 
entirely satisfactory to either side, the way in which the 
Wets frothed at the mouth and hurled anathemas at Mr. 
Wickersham and most of the members of the President’s 
Commission, as well as at the President himself, was a clear 
indication of the real situation. The Protestant weekly 
which has been most unsympathetic with Prohibition now 
admits that “indications continue to indicate that no party 
is going to be bold enough flatly to adopt a policy of repeal, 
with the result that an era of lawlessness, corruption and 
general national demoralization must continue, with a pos- 
sibility of worse consequences.” Whereas, some months 
ago, it seemed almost certain that at least one of the great 


6 REFORMED 


political parties would stand unequivocally for repeal of 
the 18th Amendment, that dangerous possibility seems to be 
going up in smoke, and all sorts of ridiculous and contradic- 
tory compromises are now being suggested, of which the 
so-called Raskob Plan is undoubtedly the wettest and the 
worst. A wet journal like the New York American does 
not hesitate to say that the Raskob Plan of State Control 
of liquor is “an evil plan” that would put Uncle Sam in a 
most precarious position, as it would “return all the evils 
of the old-time saloon in the wet States, and at the same 
time retain all the present-day Prohibition evils in the dry 
States.” 

There are many of us old-fashioned Americans who 
thought that the question was settled, some years ago, as 
to whether we were to have one nation or forty-eight in 
the United States, and the indications are now that even 
the sensible people who are opposed to Prohibition can be 
made to see that State Prohibition would be no improve- 
ment on Federal Prohibition, and that some sort of Federal 
control will have to be devised if Prohibition is rejected 
and the manufacture or sale of intoxicating liquors is again 
to be permitted. This is the time, therefore, for all opposed 
to the saloon business, which means unconditional opposi- 
tion to any form of licensing the outlawed traffic, to take 
the aggressive and allow the Wets to do the fighting among 
themselves. As long as our opponents are in a state of 
“confusion worse confounded,” we may well take advan- 
tage of their incoherence. 

haat, Sane: 


FUEL FOR PULPIT AND PEW 


Charles Francis Potter, humanist, declares that “the 
newspaper is to the men of today what the Bible was to the 
man of yesterday.’ If this be true, so much the worse for 
the men of today. We are not in a position to deny that 
there are many men who regularly neglect their Bibles 
and seldom miss their newspapers. Some of these are said 
to be more or less associated with the Reformed Church. 
They are far more interested in the literature of the age 
than in the literature of the ages. It is not to be expected 
that folks chiefly concerned in material things, in commer- 
cial gain, social prestige or personal pleasures, would ap- 
preciate the Bible and be inclined to exalt the things that 
are timeless above the things that are considered timely. 
But what shall we say of those called to spiritual leadership, 
who continue to have more time for the newspapers than 
tor the New Testament? When a minister’s chief reading 
is about temporal and ephemeral things, how can he strike 
the spiritual note in his life and his message? 


We should often be reminded of the wise counsel of 
Dr. Hutton, Editor of the British Weekly, who said it was 
his habit never to sit down to read the daily papers. He 
always “glanced at them while standing up,” so that he 
would not waste too much valuable time on subjects com- 
paratively trifling, but might hasten back to his study to 
meditate upon things really worth while, as soon as he got 
tired of standing. Dr. Moffett complained, you will recall, 
because so many American preachers spend more time in 
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their garages than in their libraries. Who will not agree 
that we would be likely to secure a better grade of preach- 
ing in some pulpits if the preacher studied the Bible more 
and the newspapers and magazines less, especially such 
papers and journals as are pagan in tone and selfish in 
purpose! Some who ought to be inspired prophets are dull 
and depressing defeatists because they do not go to the 
right place for fuel. After all, the supreme treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge appear to be hidden in a good old 
book called the Bible! Some of us ought to read it on our 
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THE PARABLE OF THE RADIO WORSHIPPER 


Our neighbor never attends Church. ‘Why should I, 
when I can sit in my comfortable home and hear such 
preachers as Keigwin, Fosdick, Poling, and Stamm?” To 
which query a local pastor has no reply. Imagine our sur- 
prise when we saw Mr. Neighbor sitting beside his wife 
—in Church, and actually attentive! 

“Glad to see you here,” said the Penman. Sheepishly 
he came back, “Thank you. Later on I’m going to tell you 
all about it.” 

And this is his story: “I dreamed that I had arrived at 
Peter Yellin’s hand-hammered and fabricated Iron Gates: 
(no: they were not pearly) and I was asked whence I 
came and what my credentials for entrance were. ‘I’m a 
Radio Worshiper?’ ‘What’s that?’ ‘Well, I tune in on 
most of the great Radio Preachers and enjoy their Ser- 
mons. And I must say that their Preaching is much better 
than that heard in Local Churches; and the Music, it’s just 
IT! ‘Fine! What do you pay for all this good Preaching 
and excellent Music?’ ‘Pay?’ ‘Yes; what do you pay, in 
money, for this form of Pastorless, Plateless Religious Ser- 
vice in which you can even indulge in a smoke, besides loll- 
ing in an easy chair?’ ‘Well—nothing, except a slightly 
increased electric bill each month.’ ‘Is that all? ‘Yes; 
that’s enough, isn’t it?’ ‘No, it is not, and I am sorry to 
say that you cannot enter here. This place is reserved for 
persons who go to Church and support it with their prayers, 
their sympathy, and their intelligent co-operation, and who 
do not dodge the plate when it is passed.’ ‘But, where 
shall I go?’ ‘Go? Well I suggest that you apply at gate 
No. 57, where you may find entrance to the Jazz Limbus. 
There you may listen to 2-4ths time for all Eternity.’ ‘But 
I do not fancy jazz. Please let me in, please do!’ 

“Then I awoke and, to make a long story short, you may 
count on me being in the pew every Sunday. Ugh! Think 
of it. Jazz for all eternity!” 

And the moral is evident, but the Penman wonders just 
what kind of pie brought on the dream. He would recom- 
mend it in some desperate cases of Radio Worshipers. 
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NO IDLE TALE! 
By Henri L. G. Kieffer, D.D. 


When the women, who were first at our 
Saviour’s tomb, returned to Jerusalem and 
told the eleven disciples how they had 
found the tomb empty and two angels who 
had said, “He is not here, but is risen,” 
the disciples refused to believe them. It 
is said, “Their words seemed to them as 
idle tales, and they believed them not.” 

For the condition of the disciples was 
one of despair. They were convinced that 


all was over. When Mary Magdalene came 
and told them that she had seen the Risen 
Christ, “they believed not’; and when, 
that same evening, Cleophas and his friend 
returned from Emmaus and told of their 
meeting with Jesus, “neither believed they 
them.” Their feeling is perfectly describ- 
ed by Arthur Hugh Clough, “Of all the 
creatures under heaven’s wide cope, we are 
most hopeless who had once most hope. 
This is the one sad Gospel that is true, 
Christ is not risen!” 

It is true that, though their hope was 


dead, their love remained. Their devotion 
to Him was still the same. Call Him a 
deceiver who might, they could not believe 
that Jesus had been a deceiver. Mistaken 
He might have been, as well as they, but 
an impostor, never! And therefore, though 
He was dead, and with Him all their hopes 
were dead, they still clung to His memory. 
They kept together, like a bereaved fam- 
ily, with drawn blinds, so to speak; 
barring the doors for fear of the Jews; 
identifying themselves with the Crucified 
One, and, as His friends, dreading the ill- 
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will of the unbelieving world. Very won- 
derful is it how love lasts even when hope 
is gone, It is the greatest, the everlasting 
thing. 

But though their love persisted, their 
hope was gone. “Christ is not risen, no; 
He lies and slumbers low; Christ is not 
risen!” The story that was brought them 
of a risen Christ was but “an idle tale.” 

Now this state of the disciples’ mind is 
of great importance as regards the fact, 
the truth, the doctrine of the resurrection 
of Christ from the dead. For it gives the 
greatest possible weight to their testimony 
to the fact of the resurrection. Men in 
such a state of mind would not have been 
likely to believe in the resurrection except 
for the reason that it could not reasonably 
be disbelieved. They could not have been 
brought to believe in it except by the fact 
of its having actually taken place. Men 
are easily satisfied of the truth of events 
which they desire and expect; but men in 
the state of mind of the disciples would 
sceptically exact superabundant evidence 
of the fact of the occurrence. They would 
be slow to believe on the testimony of 
others; they would hesitate, as some of 
them did, to believe their own eyes. They 
would be persuaded only by “many infal- 
lible proofs.” It was by such proofs, and 
by such alone, that the disciples were con- 
vinced of the fact of the resurrection of 
their Lord. 

Many arguments have been advanced by 
those who disbelieve in the resurrection to 
account for the disciples’ belief that their 
Lord rose from the dead. For that the 
disciples did so believe is universally ad- 
mitted. The phenomenon of Christianity 
is inexplicable, and is admitted to be inex- 
plicable, on any other supposition. But 
there is only one way in which the ac- 
knowledged belief of the disciples in the 
resurrection of Christ can be accounted 
for; and that is that the resurrection took 
place. Considering the state of mind of 
the disciples at the time, it was impossible 
for them, in any other way, to arrive at 
their belief in the resurrection. And evi- 
dently what is recorded of their state of 
mind is recorded just in order that the 
fact of the resurrection may be placed be- 
yond all doubt. These things were writ- 
ten that we might believe that Jesus did 
really rise from the dead. 

The story of the resurrection is no “idle 
tale.” It is a great fact, supported by as 
credible testimony as any universally ac- 
cepted fact of history; a fact that our 
Lord’s own closest friends were at first 
unwilling to believe and which they came 
to believe only because they had to be- 
lieve it. 

Though He be dead, He is not dead, 

Nor gone, though fled. 

In the great gospel and true creed, 

He is yet risen, indeed; 

Christ is yet risen! 
Frederick, Md. 


A SHADOWED PATH TO LIGHT 
By George L. Roth, D.D. 


comparatively rare and 
Self- 
The 


Suicides are 
found only in the human race. 
destruction is regarded as abnormal. 
urge to live is almost irresistible. 

Some deal death to themselves because 
they have concluded that they cannot 
longer serve their families, their fellows. 
When a Japanese noble falls on his sword 
for such a reason the judgment of the race 
is one of pity. This shows that there is a 
high respect for the urge to help others. 

A balanced statement of the urge for 
self-preservation and the urge for mutual 
aid is found in the sentence of Jesus, “For 
their sakes I sanctify Myself.” This is 
life, abundant for self and for others. 

The faith that Jesus ean give this life 
is found in the fact that He possesses it. 
The evidence for His life-giving power is 
to be seen in the men and women of every 
age whose living shows personal character 
achievement and social righteousness. 
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The perpetuation of this Christian life 
is the indication of its deathlessness. 

Easter is not only the memorial of the 
Destiny of Jesus. It is the assurance of 
immortality for all who are Christian in 
their devotion to the life 
abundant. 

Starved bodies are not fed by those who 
hold an excess of possessions. Souls are 
fed by those who are rich toward God. 
The widow who gave two mites, her all, 
was crucified on a cross of gold. She 
emptied herself as truly as Jesus, who died 
on a cross of wood. 

The Middle Cross on Calvary sends “its 
lengthening shadow down the centuries of 
a suffering world.” If you have lived and 
wrought in that shadow, the light of 
Easter shines on the crown of immortality 
which God shall give you “in that day.” 


Somerset, Pa. 


which is 


SILENT EVENING—EASTER, 
MORNING 


By the Rev. C. W. E. Siegel 


(Originally published in “The Guardian,” 
March, 1875, and Reprinted by Request) 


I. 


en t he 
Twilight 
Vy oy bly CPN ye 
Looms an 
Empty Cross tonight; 
Weeping angels flew 
From the dreary height; 
Shrinking Marys view 
From TR EVE 
hve. si gah ts 
Night — dews 
Weep the 
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Sime lvaen ckers 
Sad and 
Low the 


Night — wind 
whispers: 
“Tt is finished, 
It is finished.” 


Amen!—‘“It is finished’”—gently 
Lay Him in the rocky berth; 
Breathe, ye heavens, your benedictions 
O’er the sorrow-weary earth! 
Peace of God, with angel pinions, 
Hov’ring o’er the rugged crest— 
Peace of God enfold the Sleeper, 
In the Sabbath of His rest. 


Bring the linens,—myrrh and aloes,— 
Richest offerings for the dead; 

Where the God-Man strove and conquered 
Lay His weary limbs and head. 

Hard beside the crimsoned altar, 
Princely tomb, unfold thy breast ;— 

Cherubim of God’s Shekinah, 
Guard the Sabbath of His rest. 


Hear ye not, in trembling echoes, 
Hallelujahs, sweet and low,— 
Sweet and low, the Easter prelude, 
Blending with your chants of woe? 
Now begins Thy triumph, Victor! 
Grave, thou canst not Him molest. 
Faintly dawns the Resurrection, 
Through the Sabbath of His rest. 


II. 
“Come, See the Place Where the Lord Lay” 


“He is not here,’ the glorious Prince of 
life, 
Come, see the couch where late the 
Conqueror lay, 
In peaceful rest from bitter toil and strife, 
Till herald-streaks of dawn proclaim the 
Day. 


O night of anguish, sad sepulchral shade! 
How bright a day was born from out 
your gloom; 
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How flash the purling rills through mead 
and glade, 
That burst the bands of winter’s icy 
tomb. } 
All nature wakes to beauteous life with 
Thee, 
Thou Sun and Lord of each created 
sphere; 
Hail, happy beams! that make the shadows 
flee, 


And brush away the valley-mists of care. 


He needs them not, your spices sweet and 
rare: 
He lives—go swell the angels’ jubilee!— 
Go meet Him, as triumphal palms ye bear, 
Beside the ripple-crested Galilee. 


Before the early rose of dawn had bloomed 
There came an earthward rush of wings 


today: 
The stone was rolled, earth shook, Hades 
illumed,— 
ae see the empty tomb where Jesus 
ay. 


FAITH’S ANCHORAGE 
By Dallas R. Krebs 


We accept as true the facts recorded 
in the gospels concerning Christ’s resur- 
rection. Leading up to this wonderful 
event we behold the grave. Against the 
entrance of that tomb a stone is laid. 
Upon the stone is the seal of the Roman 
governor. Within the tomb lies the dead 
body of the Man of Nazareth. Naturally 
there arise in our minds questions of rever- 
ence as we think of the wonderful life and 
passion of the Christ. Has the Man of 
Nazareth succeeded in His great work? 
In looking forward to His death, He spoke 
of it as a pathway to something infinitely 
more glorious. He declared that He had 
come that men might have life. He more- 
over claimed that though He laid down 
His life, He would take it up again, in 
order that it might be communicated to 
those who needed life. Is He really equal 
to that great purpose? In the death- 
grapple in the darkness of the tomb has 
He won? Standing before the tomb of the 
Master, man asks in the deep conscious- 
ness of his heart’s need and anguish, 
whether there has been accomplished in the 
mystery of the passion, that which will 
issue in the loosing of man from his sin? 
The Christ meant well, He strove toward 
redemption, yea, so mightily, that none 
other can ever repeat the process. Has He 
failed, or has He succeeded? He is in the 
grave; and so long as He abides there, 
there is no answer. 

It would seem as though the very state- 
ment of these questions is all that is neces- 
sary to an unfolding of the infinite value 
of the glorious fact of His resurrection. 
How precious it is to stand in imagination 
in the tender light of the first day of the 
week, in the company of the women who 
are the first at the tomb, and to listen to 
the first uttering of the evangel of hope 
as, sounding from the empty sepulchre, its 
music breaks upon the heart: “He is not 
here; for He is risen, even as He said. 
Come, see the place where the Lord lay.” 
What kindness is in the message, what 
exultant joy, and yet what a touch of 
silent irony. And yet again what gentle 
rebuke. These women and His followers 
He had told over and over again that He 
would rise, and yet they had come with 
spices to anoint Him dead. The messenger 
at the tomb revealed heaven’s rebuke in 
the phrase, “Even as He said.” And then 
what silent irony. All sin and all hatred 
had joined to put Him away forever in the 
tomb. And now the messenger says, “Be- 
hold the place where the Lord lay.” The 
tomb is there, hut empty. He is not here, 
for He has risen, Master over all the forces 
that combined to silenve and entombh Him. 
The resurrection is indeed center of the 
center, and all the questions of the seek- 
ing heart are answered in the radiant 
splendor that gleams from the vanquished 
tomb. 

Here then is faith’s sure foundation, its 
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certain anchorage. By that empty tomb 
man knows that sin is put away, and the 
value of the Atonement is at his disposal. 
Joyous, unspeakable peace possesses all the 
soul as faith takes conscious action upon 
the testimony of Christ’s resurrection, and 
trusts without doubt or argument the fin- 
ished work of the Redeemer. 


Hamburg, Pa. 


BECAUSE 
By Edwin N. Faye, Jr. 


This word is often used as a substitute 
for clarity of thought, thereby becoming 
discredited. However, at this season, this 
very word comes to us associated with that 
“thought that goes beyond,’ when used 
by our Lord in the statement, “Because I 
live, ye SHALL live also.” Now, in view 
of victory morn, the thought has been au- 
thenticated, the words have been demon- 
strated, the fact established, and the mes- 
sage goes forth for all times and climes. 
It is one of COMFORT. Throughout the 
ages the human heart has been yearning 
for the assurance of the Great Beyond, and 
herein is listed the word of authority, the 
word that breaks through, not only to the 
heart of God, but to the heart of man. 
Comforting assurance dawns with the ris- 
ing sun and with the risen Son of Easter 
morn. 

Sound thy heart, my friend, and tell me 
eanst thou not hear His voice once again 
breathing, “Because I live, ye LIVE?’ 
Are you interested in first causes, lasting 
effects, and all intermediate influences? 
In Him is all the reason for all. .He is 
the Great CAUSE. Since He is the One 
in whom I have my being, let me be sure 
that He is the One for whom I have my 
being. 

But my heart throbs again with another 
“because,” a ringing Challenge. Listen. 
“Because I live, LIVE.” Is thy heart, 
under the strain of various experiences, 
erying, “My God, My God, why?” Ah, 
friend, lose not thy grip on life, but be- 
cause He lives, LIVE. 

“Because” introducing a threefold mes- 
sage. I would accept the COMFORT, rec- 
ognize the CAUSE, and respond to the 
CHALLENGE. O let me turn from the 
tomb; loose me and let me go; yea, let me 
know— 


“T am not bound to make the world go 
right, 

But only to discover and to do, 

With cheerful heart, 

The work that God appoints.” 


Then, surely, I am not on the road to the 
cemetery, but on the Way to God. 


Norristown, Penna. 


HOPE VS. DESPAIR 
By Alvin F. Dietz 


As we meditate upon this sacred season, 
Wwe can see manifested elements of doubt 
in many quarters. Wherever one goes he 
hears expressions of despair and evidences 
of suffering. Tragedy! Tragedy! This 
seems to be the order of the day. What 
a state of mind! Yet beneath the shadow 
of the cross of depression and suffering, 
there is the blessed assurance of the resur- 
rection. Yea, the resurrection is here al- 
ready, but most of us are in doubt. Un- 
less we can see marked evidences of pros- 
perity, we are in despair and will not 
believe. 

Is this as it should be? No! We recog- 
nize tragedy, but there is no need of de- 
spair. If Christ is God and all things are 
possible with God then surely all is not 
’ lost. Think of the tragedy of all tragedies. 
The world was in a dreadful state. The 
Master came but the world would not 
hear Him. They beat Him. They spit 
upon Him. They nailed Him to the Cross 
to die a shameful death. If ever there was 
room for despair, it was then. But be- 
neath the dark shadow of anguish and sor- 
row, a new day was sure to dawn. The 
Resurrection Morn; ah! what joy! when 
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Jesus appeared before His little band of 
disciples and said unto them, “Peace be 
unto you,’ and breathed upon them the 
Holy Spirit. It is now almost two thou- 
sand years since this took place and many 
great catastrophes have overtaken the hu- 
man race during this time; yet no calam- 
ity was ever so great that we did not come 
out of it bigger and better than we were 
before. 

Let us meditate, therefore, on the pas- 
sion and death of our Saviour and drink 
the “cup of bitterness” with Him. Let us 
bear our crosses patiently even as He bore 
His Cross. Let us go to the rescue of those 
whose crosses are too heavy to bear. Think 
of the thousands who are unemployed with 


AT THE LORD’S TABLE 


We come once more to feast with 
Jesus here— 
This is His table—this His broken 
bread— 
In perfect love that casteth out all 
fear, 
We gather where this feast of love 
is spread. 


Here at Thy table may we show our 
love 
In nard more precious far than 
gold can buy; 
The homage of our grateful hearts 
approve, 
And shed Thy Spirit on us from 
on high! 
> 
And aS we come about Thy table, 
Lord, 
Whereon are spread the tokens of 
Thy love, 
Unite our souls to Thee in sweet 
accord, 
And pour Thy grace upon us from 
above. 


May each fond soul be filled with 
tender grace— 
Each bosom thrilled with heaven- 
ly peace and power; 
Make Thou for us like holy ground 
this place 
The while we spend with Thee this 
blessed hour. 


And though Thou to this feast shalt 
come unseen, 
May fond disciples bend above 
Thy feet, 
And pour the costliest nard on 
them, I ween, 
Until this house is filled with 
odours sweet. 


Bless Thou to us this broken bread— 
this cup— 
And pour Thy grace upon us 
lavishly; 
Thou who hast said, “If I be lifted 
mp 
Draw us still closer, closer unto 
Thee! 


G. S. R. 


families to support; think of the sufferings 
through disease; think of the spiritually 
afflicted. Must these bear their crosses 
alone? God forbid! Let those who are 
strong bear the burdens of the weak and 
out of the chaos of life there will come a 
new day of joy and peace. Hope versus 
despair, “for He is risen” and breathes the 
Holy Spirit upon all who will receive Him. 
Shamokin, Pa. 


AN EASTER MEDITATION 

By Marcus L. Bach 
“What is truth?” In the Vulgate these 
words are “Quid est veritas?” <A striking 
anagram has been made of these words 
which is “Est vir qui adest!” (It is the 

Man who stands before thee!) 
The answer to Pilate’s notorious interro- 
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gation stood at his side personified and 
highly exalted. But Pilate refused to 
recognize it and left the judgment hall to 
become again an instrument of the unbe- 
lieving mob. Quid est veritas? Est vir 
qui adest! 

Not every face turns believingly to Gol- 
gatha this Passion Week, not every heart 
is stirred, not everyone kneels this Easter 
morning upon the spot which a Martyr has 
sanctified by His return to mortal men. A 
steadily increasing number is there, to be 
sure—but yonder stands a multitude equal- 
ly as great, a multitude that asks again, 
“What is truth? How can all this be? 
Shall we believe?” 

Oh, that we might lay these doubting 
hearts into the hands of God! See! there 
is all the truth you need—there before 
your very eyes! Fear no longer, only be- 
lieve! There is your all-in-all! More than 
all in Him you find, for He is the Way, the 
Truth, the Life! Walk in the garden again 
on this resurrection morn, behold the open 
tomb, and there you shall meet the Risen 
One! Doubt no more! 

We shall never be able logically to sat- 
isfy all of the doubts, fears, misgivings 
which the mob may agitate. The convic- 
tions to which we cling, the truths we most 
earnestly seek, are often those against 
which they viciously rebel. Only through 
seeking eyes can the truth be recognized 
and the Christ be known. Then how vivid, 
how tangible, how wondrously near to us 
it all becomes! 

Pilate said unto Him, “Art thou a king 
then?” Jesus answered, “Thou sayest that 
Iam aking. To this end was I born, and 
for this cause came I into the world, that 
I should bear witness to the truth. Every 
one that is of the truth heareth My voice.” 

Pilate saith unto him, “What is truth?” 
And when he had said this, he went out 
again unto the Jews. 

“Quid est veritas?” 

Fairview, Kas. 


Est vir qui adest! 


THE DEATH OF CHRIST 
By Morgan A. Peters 


The resurrection presupposes the fact 
of the death of Christ, which is proved 
as follows: 1. His crucifiers were men who 
would make sure of their work. 2. Pilate 
had the body officially examined. 3. The 
side was pierced by the soldier’s spear. 4. 
Into Joseph’s new tomb they placed the 
body. 5. There being but one entrance 
to the tomb, this was closed by a huge 
stone, and securely sealed. 6. A_ strict 
watch was kept over the tomb by a Roman 
guard of soldiers. 7. The precautions were 
not taken by His friends but by His 
enemies. 

On Friday, at even, Christ having died 
at three o’clock in the afternoon, Joseph 
of Arimathea, a man of wealth and stand- 
ing, known also as a just and good man, 
“went in unto Pilate and asked for the 
body of Jesus.” Pilate then, marveling if 
He were already dead, called unto him the 
centurion and asked him whether Jesus 
were already dead. When he had learned 
of the centurion that such was the fact, 
he commanded that the body of Jesus be 
given unto Joseph. As the Sabbath was 
near, Joseph hastily took the body from 
the cross. Nicodemus was with Joseph, 
and had brought with him a mixture of 
myrrh and aloes which the Jews were ac- 
customed to use for burying. They wound 
the body in linen cloths with the spices. 
This hasty embalmment probably took 
place in the “court” of the tomb, the new 
rock-hewn tomb of Joseph, “wherein never 
man before was laid.” It was in a gar- 
den. The women, standing some distance 
away, “beheld the sepulecher and how His 
body was laid.’ After the burial a great 
stone was rolled to the entrance of the 
tomb and Joseph and his friends departed. 
The Jews went to Pilate, and secured both 
the sealing of the tomb and a Roman guard 
to prevent the stealing of the body of 
Christ (Matthew 27:62; 66.) On the Sab- 
bath (Saturday), in accordance with Jew- — 
ish law, all rested, but after six o’clock in 
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the evening, when the Jewish Sabbath 
ended, the women brought spices, where- 
with on Sunday morning they proposed to 
finish the embalmment. Early, however, 
on that morning there was a great earth- 
quake, for an angel of the Lord descended 
from heaven and came and rolled away the 
stone from the door of the tomb. This was 
not to release Jesus from the tomb, He 
needed no such help, but to permit the 
disciples to see that the tomb was empty. 
The countenance of the angel was like 
lightning and his raiment as snow. The 
Roman guards were terror-stricken and be- 
came as dead men. 

They fled from the tomb. The imme- 
diate effects of the sight of the empty 
tomb and the words of the angel were fear 
and joy which caused them to hasten away 
with swift feet. Trembling and aston- 
ishment had come upon them (Mark 16:8). 
Trembling vas the result of fear, but 
astonishment represents a state of mental 
excitement as of one beside himself, pro- 
duced by contact with supernatural power. 
Under this mental excitement, they said 
nothing to anyone. They were incapaci- 
tated from announcing the message of the 
angel as long as this state lasted. For 
they were afraid. With this abrupt clause 
the account ends. For a full understand- 
ing of the resurrection and its evidences 
we must compare the different accounts. 
Our Lord first appears to Mary Magda- 
lene; then to the other women; His third 
appearance was to Peter; the fourth to the 
two disciples on the road to Emmaus; the 
fifth was to the Apostles with others when 
Thomas was absent; the sixth was in the 
same upper chamber when Thomas was 
present; the seventh was to the disciples 
fishing; the eighth to the 500 brethren; 
the ninth to James; the tenth at the time 
of the ascension. 

Mt. Carmel, Pa. 


COPYING CHRIST 


By Rufus Calvin Zartman, S.T.D., 
Superintendent of Evangelism 


“Christ suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, that ye should follow His steps.” 
I Peter 2:21. 

The Transfiguration is the masterpiece 
of Raphael. This famous painting hangs 
on a wall in the galleries of the Vatican. 
One spring morning I stood and gazed upon 
it with wonder and admiration. Silently 
but surely the appeal of it was penetrating 
my soul. To improve the focus for my 
eyes I moved backward and encountered 
an easel, behind which sat an artist, care- 
fully, patiently, studiously copying the 
transfigured Christ as portrayed by the 
master’s skill. Then I observed ten or a 
dozen artists copying that masterpiece. 
Then there was a voice, heard only by me, 
saying, That is your duty to reproduce 
the glorified Christ—your duty as disciple, 
as husband, as father, as citizen, as min- 
ister, as witness. 

In His last week our Lord left us a 
record of so much that we may and should 
copy, imitate, reproduce for ourselves and 
others. There is the example of His vicari- 
ous suffering. He laid down His life 
(psyche) for us voluntarily, not of coercion, 
but of compassion. He suffered for our 
sins that He might bring us to God. I Pet. 
3:18. To seek and to save and to impart 
life was His mission. He bore our sins in 
His own body upon the tree, in order that 
we might live. I Pet. 2:24. He tasted death 
for every man. Not in degree, nor-+in 
merit can we suffer as did the Lamb of 
God, but in kind we can suffer as He did— 
the righteous for the unrighteous, and so 
exemplify and translate the evangel to the 
others. I fancy angels covet this high 
privilege, but it is reserved for us. 


In His last week our Saviour strength- . 


ened and made most conspicuous the exam- 
ple of His love. Before the Last Supper, 
before Gethsemane, and before Golgotha 
we knew of His amazing love; in words 
and ways without number He manifested 
His love, all love excelling. But in His 
agony in the garden, in His ecross-bearing, 
in His propitiatory death He revealed the 
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THE SAVIOUR SLAIN 


As the soldiers quickly gather, 
Judas plants the traitrous kiss; 

And a morbid approbation 

Haunts his vile imagination, 
Haunts in shame and bitterness. 


Calm He waits, the great Beloved, 
Calm the Saviour under guard; 
While the shame of desecration 
Looms upon an elevation, 
Looms upon a cross of board. 


Quiet—Jesus’ feverish pulses,— 
And His blood-sweat runs no more; 

But the stillness is a stillness 

Crying down through all the ages, 
Crying out forevermore. 


Herman J. Naftzinger. 
Hegins, Pa. 


GREETING TO OUR OLDEST 
MINISTER 


(In honor of the Rev. Jacob F. 
Snyder on his ninety-seventh 
birthday, March 24, 1931) 


By John Franklin Bair 


Thou are yet with us; we today, 

With outstretched hands, and hearts 
aglow, 

With one accord greet thee and say, 

“Congratulations!” and bestow 

Our blessings on thee, while we pray 

That God permit us all to see 

Thee three years hence, when that 
birthday 

Will round up a full century. 


Thy race on earth has been quite 
long, 

Thy labor’s fruits we plainly see; 

For this, thru life, has been thy song, 

“Jesus, my Lord, I live for thee.” 

With joy we look back, and recall 

When thou to youths didst point the 
way, 

The narrow way, open to all, 

That leads to God and endless day. 


Fond memories bring to our view, 
When in the Classis thou didst work 
For forty years, our tried and true, 
And all efficient Stated Clerk: 

And in Emmanuel’s Church, for more 
Than three decades, thou didst pro- 


c 
To list’ning hearers, from thy store 
Of sacred truths, the Savior’s name. 


And even now, at thy ripe age, 
When in the pulpit thou canst stand 
No longer, yet dost still engage 
In prayer for all the younger band 
Of workers who now to the task 
Have set themselves, thou still dost 
pray 
To God the Father, and dost ask 
His guidance for them day by day. 


Then, once again, with heart and 
voice, 

We, on this day, to you extend 

Congratulations, and rejoice; 

And may God’s blessings to the end 

Of thy grand life, abide with thee, 

Until thy spirit takes its flight, 

And thou thy Savior’s face shalt see, 

In that blest land of pure delight. 


Butler, Pa. 


(Author’s Note: In May, 1929, at 
the meeting of Allegheny Classis, 
held at New Kensington, Pa., Father 
Synder delivered an address in his 
old-time eloquent style. He said, if 
he could no longer be an active min- 
ister, he could pray for the work of 
the Church. It was the memory of 
that address which suggested the 
sentiment which I have set forth in 
the fourth stanza of the above 
poem.) 
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depth, the magnitude, and the might of 
His love. *Whiie we were yet sinners Christ 
died for us.” Rom. 5:8. “He loved us, and 
gave Himself for us.” “O ’twas love, ’twas 
wondrous iove—the love of God to me, it 
brought my Saviour from above, to die on 
Calvary.” 

In His last week Jesus gave us an un- 
dying example in prayer. -His longest 
prayer on record was wafted on high in 
that week. John XVII. We call it His 
high-priestly prayer. He prayed for Him- 
self, for His disciples, for His foes, and 
for those who would become. :His friends. 
It is a comfort to recall of His. petitions: 
“Father, glorify Thy Son.” “Father, 1 pray 
for those whom Thou hast given Me.” 
“Father I pray that they may be one, even 
as we are.” “Keep them from the evil, 
sanctify them.’ “Il pray for. them also 
that shall believe on Me through their 
word.” “Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.” Some one will 
not hear us because perverse, but we can 
pray for them. Others will not heed us, 
but we can reach their hearts through pray- 
er. This is an evangelistic agency much 
unknown, or neglected. When a Seotch 
lad said — “Mother, tonight I aceepted 
Jesus as my Saviour’—she embraced him, 
with tears of joy, exclaiming—‘My laddie 
boy, your mother’s prayers are answered.” 
You could get a message through to the 
heart of God, if you would pray like that. 
Why don’t you? You could lead somebody 
to Jesus, if you would but try. Why don’t 
you? Where a son or daughter is away 
from home and the letters are few and 
far between, and the parent heart is break- 
ing, Oh, what an occasion is that for fer- 
vent supplication! The Father is leaning 
out to hear your call! 

In His last memorable week Jesus gave 
a most impressive exhibition of service. 
He was greatest and therefore minister of 
all. He washed the feet of His disciples, 
not to institute an ordinance, but to em- 
phasize the principle of service—a prinei- 
ple to be observed not once or twice a year, 
but every day we live. We are long on 
rites and ceremonies, but woefully short 
on service which is the great essential in 
Christian life. John was so dazed by that 
lowly ministry of Jesus that he omitted to 
record the institution of the Holy Supper. 
It was in connection with that humble 
service that Jesus looked up and said— 
“Father, as Thou didst send Me into the 
world, even so sent I them into the world.” 
He was sent with the eyangel and with 
the same glad tidings that He sent us, Have 
we gone? Why do we hesitate and tarry 
and argue? He has sent us, and so let 
us go! 

In that last and holy week, Jesus won 
precious souls unto God, and bound others 
to Him by ties that can never be broken. 
We recall the praying penitent, the con- 
fessing Centurion, the polite Nicodemus, 
the courteous councilor Joseph.. In the 
temple, on the streets, at the trial, in His 
march to Calvary, in His forbearance, in 
His whole patient demeanor, in His mateh- 
less love for all, He drew individuals and 
the multitude godward. A prophecy was 
having its fulfillment—‘And I, if I he 
lifted up from the earth, will, draw all 
men unto Myself.” John 12:32. This great 
and precious ministry of making friends 
for Jesus has been hequeathed hy Him 
unto us and to all who love Him. In this 
holy season we should find it easiest to win 
for Jesus those for whom He died. The 
message is in our hearts and forcing itself 
to our lips for utterance. Surely some are 
asking—“Careth any one for my soul?” 
Such are waiting for our witness, for our 
eall, for our challenge. The time is brief 
and opportunities lessen daily. Across the 
street one fell and died today before the 
word could be said or the cross held before 
the closing eyes. Let us pray for grace 
to glorify Him! If we lft Him.up He 
will draw men of all sorts unto Himself, 
and He will glorify us with joy unspeak- 
able. 

Los Angeles, Calif. 
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An Adventure in Understanding 


By FLORENCE E. ALLEN, Justice, Supreme Court of Ohio 


An adventure in understanding! So 
Hubert Herring has happily termed the 
Seminars in Mexico and the Caribbean. 
And the trip with the Seminar group in 
the summer of 1930 was certainly an ad- 
venture in understanding, and a great ad- 
venture. When we survey the field of 
cultural relationships we are struck with 
the fact that never before our own time 
has an effort been made on behalf of the 
rank and file, to get at first hand an un- 
derstanding of the problems of countries 
other than their own. 

When you have participated in a Round 
Table group which deals with the problems 
of the Caribbean, the agrarian question 
in Mexico, the Monree Doctrine, the dis- 
establishment of the Chureh—when you 
have heard intelligent comments and 
searching questions—then you understand 
that you are dealing, not with mere dilet- 
tantes, but with people eagerly seeking 
the truth with reference to the enigma that 
is Mexico. 

And the journey to Mexico was fasci- 
nating just as a trip. From the glimpse 
of San Luis Potosi, where you caught sight 
of the Indians with their guitars and zar- 
apes, where you wondered at the women 
holding their rebozos, or mantillas, over 
their mouths to keep. away the chill morn- 
ing air with its “danger of infection,” in 
Oaxaca, where you saw Indians in bare 
feet sitting in the biting cold of the eve- 
ning, totally oblivious of personal discom- 
fort, listening to airs from Aida; every- 
where the loveliness of the country—its 
long sweep upward of mountains, its sunny 
valleys, the hospitality of its people, and 
the romance of its history, wrapped you 
round. 

And apart from the loveliness of the 
country was the excellence of the program. 
The opening address by Ramon Beteta, on 
“The Living Forces in Mexico,” was given 
in English, and few Americans can use 
their own language with his deft preci- 
sion. We came away with a new sense of 
the paradox of two races which have mix- 
ed, and at the same time show definite 
cleavage, a sense which the reading of 
many a volume could not have given us. 
They are proud of their Indian blood, these 
Mexicans, and justly proud. At Oaxaca 
one of the arches of the rural normal 
school proclaims that the school is dedi- 
cated to the “Indian race.” They do not 
call themselves Latin American, they call 
themselves Indo-Latin. The lectures threw 
into high light the dominance of the Indian 
element in the nation, the persistent 
strength and the peculiar problems stem- 
ming from that Indian dominance. High 
officials of the Mexican Government co- 
operated, discussing the pros and cons of 
Revolutionary Mexico. A justice of the 
Supreme Court, the minister of education, 
an under-minister of the treasury, and 
various other high officials participated. 
Senor Gamio, famous as an archeologist 
and a sociologist, took part in the discus- 
sion of immigration between the two coun- 
tries, and Dr. Moises Saenz gave a group 
of lectures, eloquent, stirring, illuminative. 
American leaders made their contributions 
also. Mary Austin, dean of American 
women writers, delivered a remarkable ac- 
count of the stirring history of New Mex- 
ico and old Mexico in connection with her 
lecture on the Indian’s contribution to 
American civilization. Chester Lloyd 
Jones, Paul U. Kellogg, and Samuel Guy 
Inman contributed their scholarly and un- 
derstanding leadership to the success of 
the Round Tables. In keeping with the 
idea of the Seminar that both sides of con- 
troversial questions should be presented, 
opportunity was given for very free ex- 
pression. In a religious debate, both Cath- 
olic and Protestant opinions were voiced. 
On the question of labor, both the labor 
unions and the government had speeakers. 


Mr. Herring made it clear that the Semi- 
nar is impersonal and that in controversial 
matters no resolutions will be enacted. 
Correlated with the educational program 
are outside trips arranged by the Mexican 
department of education. An anthropolo- 
gist and an archeologist from the Univer- 
sity of Mexico conducted the trip to the 
ruins of San Juan, Teotihuaecan, and ex- 
plained the Pyramid and Temple of the 
Sun, the streets of the City of the Dead, 
and the magnificent ruins of Quetzalcoatl. 
When we climbed Monte Alban, behind 
Oaxaca, and made our way through bram- 
bles, underneath which we could clearly see 
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A dawn of beaten gold among the trees, 

Slender, sweet voices of awaking birds 

Piping the lovely songs that greet the 
spring. 

Flowers—oh flowers!—for the rains were 
done, 

And pale, white iris bloomed by every rill, 

Anemones bestarred the new-green grass, 

And cyclamen empurpled lawn and mead. 


The ancient thrill of springtime and of 
dawn 

Was in the garden underneath the hill; 

And near a tomb where useless cerements 
lay, 

A Man walked underneath that sky, alone. 


There had been Calvary,—the thorn, the 
nails, 

The loneliness unutterable, when 

Even the sustaining hand of God was gone, 

And all His life of pain seemed come to 
naught— 

Then He had died. 


And now the birds were singing to the 
dawn, 

And flower-perfume breathed on every 
wind— 

And, though He knew she thought that He 
had failed, 

He heard a woman weeping for His sake. 


Each life hath many Golgothas to climb, 

Daily we die in loneliness and pain— 

But there are always tree-tops and the 
flowers, 

And gentle folk we love who sometimes 
care, 

And every golden dawn prefigureth 

The daily resurrection of the soul. 


Elizabeth Clarke Kieffer. 


the stone steps of ancient pyramids, we 
were led by the secretary of education for 
Oaxaca. At Oaxtepec, while little boys and 
girls of the normal school danced their 
colorful dances to the ever-present music 
of guitars, we sat with the minister of edu- 
cation under spreading cedar trees, with 
trunks twenty feet in circumference, part 
of an ancient grove which once surround- 
ed an Aztec temple. The minister was 
exhibiting with great pride the newest de- 
velopment in Mexiean progress —rural 
schools. And when the children of these 
schools held out their flowers to us in 
greeting, one remembered that in the 
legend of “The Fair-Haired God,” the di- 
vine offering was not a human sacrifice but 
a perishable flower. 


The visits to rural schools were particu- 
larly interesting. At Oaxaca we saw a 
barefooted potter, with exquisite skill, 
shape beautiful vases before our eyes, 
twisting his clumsy wheel between his sen- 
sitive and skillful feet. The gardens and 
livestock all testified to the eminently 
practical methods of the rural schools, In 
these institutions growing boys and girls 


learn the ancient fundamental arts and 
crafts. It is the “Three Rs” of the trade 
school. The devotion of the people to the 


new school system is evidenced by many 
little one-room schoolhouses, some of which 
we saw, built by the villagers themselves 
as their contribution to modern education 
in Mexico, 


And the exquisite courtesy with which 
we were treated by the Mexican people 
throughout the entire visit was indescrib- 
able. Perhaps a simple incident may illu- 
strate that fact better than a mere state- 
ment. I was fascinated by San Juan Teoti- 
huacan, with its pyramids rivalling those 
of Egypt, with the quadrangular Temple 
of Quetzalcoatl, with its altars set with 
precise symmetry, mathematically perfect, 
created by builders who had no draught 
animals, no derricks, none of the modern 
means of applying power to hewn stone. 
The ruins there possessed a wealth of al- 
lurement for me and so I decided to spend 
my last day in Mexico at the pyramids. 
The distance is twenty-eight miles, and 
one can go by train, but when time is 
short, a taxi is better. With a friend, I 
set forth. Taxis at the hotel cost almost 
twice as much as taxis on the street, so 
we decided to engage one on the street. 
The taxi-drivers usually wear overalls, and 
two men as a rule manage one taxi. The 
dilapidated condition of the cars, with the 
frequent possibility of flat tires, makes it 
necessary for the driver to carry a helper. 
We selected a rather shabby-looking old 
touring car with two decidedly shabby 
men in overalls, and drove to the Pyramid 
of the Moon, which we had not yet climb- 
ed. Our drivers were young, and we were 
guilty of wondering if they had any ban- 
dit tendencies. This was one of the few 
times we had ventured without the protec- 
tion of the seminar. As we were climbing 
down the surface of the Temple, one of 
the sudden rains which either plague or 
bless the summer seasons in Mexico de- 
scended, and we ran to the fence which we 
had clambered through in order to reach 
the Pyramid more quickly. There stood 
our driver, not with a revolver, but hold- 
ing up the barbed wire, just as any Amer- 
ican man might for American women, and 
nearby stood fhe helper, in his hand the 
rubber carpet flooring from the machine. 
He bent down with a courteous gesture, 
placed the rubber strip so that we knelt 
on dry carpet, and so came through with- 
out a wetting. I remarked to my com- 
panion that never before in America had 
the Sir Raleigh gesture been extended to 


me. It remained for the sons of the Indo- 
Latin race to perform that exquisite 
courtesy. = 


At our very door we have the romance 
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of Old Spain, set in a beauty far more 
dazzling than any Spain can show—valleys 
where mountains sweep up with a beauty 
which takes one’s breath away. On the 
continent and in Europe, life is not so 
different from our own—the auto and the 
terrible excursion buses have robbed the 


‘That Dr. Wieman is one of the ablest 
thinkers in the American Chureh no one 
who is acquainted with his work can deny. 
He illumines every subject that he touches 
by making it the focal point of a vast 
amount of information from which he 
draws parallel principles and analogies that 
throw it into high relief. He has a rare 
gift of analysis which enables him to ap- 
proach his theme from many sides and 
break it into its component parts, much 
as a prism breaks the white light of day 
into its underlying colors. Thus his work 
is always richly suggestive for the 
homilist, however widely the latter may 
differ from him in point of view. He 
would indeed be a thoughtless preacher 
who could read Dr. Wieman without deep- 
ening his insight and enriching his mes- 
sage even while rejecting most of his con- 
¢lusions. 

This volume is the official record of the 
Mendenhall lectures given at De Pauw 
University in the spring of 1930 and par- 
‘tially repeated in the Yale lectures of the 
same year. They deal with the practical 
problems with which we are all confront- 
ed, growing up, living together, energy for 
living the good life, religion, God, the sci- 
entific method, personality, and the last 
devotion. While there is a remote sugges- 
tion in them of the typical Y. M. C. A. 
handbook for achieving the combination 
of success and virtuous living, it is only 
just to say that the author is rarely obvi- 
‘ous or superficial. He always seeks for the 
profounder aspects of the issue with which 
he is dealing. Nor does he ever fail to 
take sympathetic account of the objections 
that might be offered by the doubter. In 
fact, the discerning reader will recognize 
in all of Dr. Wieman’s work the shadow 
of the skeptic peering over his shoulder 
and acting as a censor where his natural 
warmth of faith would prompt him to 
speak out with the intonation of tradition- 
al orthodoxy. 

Since this book deals so largely with 
practical problems, it contains much with 
which few readers would disagree. For 
example, when the author tells us in the 
first chapter that there are six require- 
ments necessary to the intelligent solution 
of a practical problem and then goes on 


Dean Trench said that the history of a 
avord was sometimes more interesting than 
that of a campaign, and his saying may 
not be deemed an exaggeration. Some 
words, indeed, as they have come down 
through the ages, have had a remarkable 
eareer. The late distinguished Massa- 
chusetts statesman, Charles Sumner, pub- 
lished in the “Atlantic Monthly” some- 
thing like fifty years ago, an exceedingly 
interesting article under the caption, if 
my memory serves me right, “Clemency 
and Common Sense.” It must not appear 
surprising, as I have not seen the article 
‘since reading it half a eentury ago, if 
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byways of their loveliness and charm—but 
in Mexico, the fascinating life of primi- 
tive days still goes on. Still the Indian 
men straddle the haunches of their burros, 
and the Indian women, zarape-clad, ride 
behind their wooden hampers. In this land 
we have invested billions of dollars of our 


The Issues of Life 


By Henry NELSon WIEMAN 
The Abingdon Press: New York 
Reviewed by J. A. MAcCaLLuM 


ALLELUIA! 


Alleluia! Hark the anthem 
Swelling loud and clear on high: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Hosts of angels make reply. 
Alleulia! Sing, ye nations, 
Join the choruses above; 
Till all earth unites in singing, 
“Alleluia, God is Love!” 


Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Life and Light dispel the gloom: 
Vain we seek our Lord and Saviour 
*Mid the darkness of the tomb. 

Hark, those gladsome Alleluias 
Swelling like a mighty wave! 
Men and angels still repeating, 
“Christ hath conquered o’er the 
grave.” 


Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Lord of Glory, Christ our King! 
Of Thy resurrection triumph 

We Thy ransomed children sing. 
May the joys of Easter morning 

Bind our hearts to Thee in love, 
While we join our Alleluias 

With the angel choir above. 


Ambrose M. Schmidt, D.D. 


to enumerate those requirements, we may 
regard the list as arbitrary or exhaustive 
but we are not apt to be disturbed by an 
emotional reaction. Most readers will agree 
that conceit should be deflated, particular- 
ly the conceit of the other man, that bias 
is bad, wide knowledge good, and so on. 

Dissent is more likely to occur in the 
treatment of ethical questions. When the 
author declares that “sexual infidelity is 
not the chief cause for dissolving marriage, 
but, rather, the cause would be the failure 
to achieve any community of vision,’ he 
is in a more explosive atmosphere. Here 
he runs counter to orthodox mores and is 
certain of an antagonistic reaction. If, 
however, our ecclesiastical leaders were 
willing to school themselves to an under- 
standing of the unconventional point of 


Just Words 


By Dr. G. S. R1cKER 


its contents have almost utterly escaped 
from my memory, but this one fact is not 
forgotten. Mr. Sumner traced the history 
of that word—“Clemency” — through the 
long period of more than two thousand 
years, and it was a story more “interesting 
than that of a campaign!” Something like 
this might be said of scores and hundreds 
of words that enrich our vocabularies. 
They had their birth away back in the 
far distant past—perhaps in India, perhaps 
in Egypt, more probably in Greece or 
Rome—but at any rate, long before the 
time of written history. 

It is not surprising that with the mani- 
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private funds. <A crucial test of inter- 
national honor will be our attitude toward 
Mexico. Where else can we so easily com- 
bine a pleasure tour and a peace pilgrim- 
age as under the Mexican Seminar? Where 
so pleasantly can we embark upon a genu- 
ine adventure in understanding? 


view and make a legitimate effort to learn 
why other men reject the authorities that 
they uncritically accept, the high value of 
Dr. Wieman as an intermediary between 
the radical and conservative thought of 
the day would be apparent. In the judg- 
ment of this reviewer it stands to his 
credit that he faces up to contemporary 
ethical problems and admits in some cases 
the necessity for the overhauling of ancient 
sanctions, while in others he seeks for 
the ultimate rather than the authoritarian 
reasons for their continued acceptance. 

It is, however, in the exposition of his 
idea of God, that Dr. Wieman will be 
most disappointing to the _ traditional 
reader. Probably many a liberal theolo- 
gian will balk at his conception of God 
as “that order of existence and possibility 
by virtue of which the greatest possible 
good is truly a possibility and can be 
achieved by human effort.” Or again: 
“God is that one order which sustains and 
mediates the possibilities of greatest value. 
This order which is God is partly an order 
of existence and partly an order of pos- 
sibility.” 

Here we have a suggestion of the atti- 
tude of the Ethical Culturist, but Dr. Wie- 
man goes on to say that “to strive for the 
ideal and ignore God is like trying to make 
the sun stand still while ignoring the rota- 
tion of the earth.” This is his answer to 
the humanists who find in man both the 
highest achievement of the universe and, 
at his best, its highest possibility. Yet 
while the theist will be glad of any ally 
and will therefore rejoice in Dr. Wieman’s 
indication of the limitations of humanism, 
he is likely to find cold comfort in Dr. 
Wieman’s idea of an impersonal deity who 
is vaguely described as “an order of ex- 
istence and possibility.” This is far re- 
moved, as the author indeed admits at 
least by implication, from the warmth and 
color of the idea of God set forth in the 
twenty-third psalm or in the fourteenth 
chapter of the gospel of St. John. But 
whether we accept or discount his conelu- 
sions, we shall do well to read and digest 
his message, for in so doing we are sure to 
enlarge our horizons and increase our 
understanding of the trend of current 
thought. 


fold changes that have been taking place 
during these long ages many of these 
words have also experienced changes. They 
have had prefixes and suffixes and often 
have become quite disguised, but the old 
root is sure to be there and a little digging 
will discover it. So many of our words are 
thus derived that it seems hardly necessary 
to give illustrations, but there are a few: 
the word “lacerate’ comes with little 
change from the Latin, lacero, and then 
we derive so easily “lacerable”, “lacera- 
tion”, “lacerative”; the word “oppress” is 
also from the Latin, opprimo, oppressus, 
and again with very slight change we have 
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“oppress”, “oppressed”, “oppression”, ‘op- 
pressive”, “oppressor”, etc. A whole brood 
of words are derived from the Greek, pente, 
such as “pentacle”’, “pentagram”, “penta- 
gon”, etc. These examples, taken almost 
at random, must suffice; but a very large 
proportion of our words have come down 
through millenniums from the Greek, the 
Latin, the Hebrew, and other tongues; and, 
as intimated above, if their history is trac- 
ed back to the beginning, many of them 
will be found to have their origin in China, 
India, or ancient Egypt. 


When Polonius, the father of Ophelia 
who was affianced to Hamlet, wished to 
learn the cause of the latter’s peculiar ac- 
tions, he approached him as he was reading 
and inquired what he was reading. Hamlet 
replied laconically and enigmatically — 
“Words, words, words!” Now that answer 
to the question of Polonius was literally 
true; he was reading nothing but “words!” 
We are all reading nothing but words. It 
is interesting to reflect that all our multi- 
tudinous books, even the greatest of them 
all—the Bible—are composed of words 
only. All literature, the poems of Homer, 
Vergil, Dante, of Goethe, Milton, Tenny- 
son, the histories of a thousand or five 
thousands years, the philosophies of untold 
ages, of Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, as well 
as our modern writers, all sciences—Chem- 
istry, Physics, Astronomy, Geology—all the 
“works” of all kinds that have been writ- 
ten since man first began to make use of 
that art, are composed of “words, words, 
words!” 


In Shakespeare’s “King Richard II’ it 
is related that Bolingbroke, on account of 
his quarrel with Mowbray, was sentenced 
by the King to banishment from the realm 
for a period of ten years. However, when 
Richard observed the grief that showed 
itself in the eyes of Bolingbroke’s father, 
he was moved to compassion and reduced 
the sentence by four years. Whereupon 
Bolingbroke, in response to his Majesty’s 
clemency, exclaimed: 


“How long a time lies in a little word! 

Four lagging winters and four wanton 
springs 

End with a word; such is the breath of 
kings!” 


However, in this instance only four years 
are expressed “in that little word.” What 
a wider extent is embraced by the word 
“century”, and how infinitely vast is that 
stretch which is denominated “eternity!” 
Even that word is not very large quanti- 
tatively, but it nevertheless embraces all 
the innumerable years of Almighty God! 


It is not only true that much time “lies 
in a little word,” but it is also true that 
great power is often expressed by “a little 
word.” The little word “yes” not infre- 
quently carries in its bosom boundless 
blessings—a heavier freightage perchance 
than is borne in a mighty ship; and the 
slighter word “no” again and again is the 
bearer of immeasurable misery. How much 
of joy or grief “lies in a little word!” The 
story is told of an attempt to upraise a 
great monument in a certain city. Care- 
- ful preparations had been made, and the 
mighty monolith was slowly approaching 
a vertical position, when it refused to be 
moved further. <A sailor chanced to be in 
the crowd of onlookers and shouted to the 
operators, “Wet the ropes!” They did so 
and the great shaft was quickly pulled into 
its place by the shrinkage of the ropes. 
The word of the sailor did what the com- 
bined efforts of the helpers failed to do. 


It is intimated above that words change 
in their form; they also change in their 
meaning. It is sometimes the case that a 
word signifies something quite the oppo- 
site now of that expressed a few hundred 
years ago, The phrase “by and by” is 
suggestive of dilatoriness today, but three 
hundred years ago it was indicative of 
“Immediacy.” In the first chapter of 
Isaiah it is stated that the Almighty can- 
not “away with” certain actions on the 
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part of the people of that time. Now that 
phrase today suggests the purpose to “put 
away”; when the 1611 version of the 
Seriptures was made, it meant “put up 
with”, “endure.” A very marked change 
has occurred in these three centuries in 
the meaning of our beautiful word “char- 
ity.” This is a very old word, coming 
down from the ancient Greek, through the 
Latin tongue, for untold ages, and under- 
going great changes. Attention just here, 
however, it directed to the change in mean- 
ing since 1611. Charity today suggests 
help for the needy; then it had a much 
wider meaning. We read in the third 
verse of the thirteenth chapter of First 
Corinthians—“TIf I bestow all my goods 
to feed the poor. . . . but have not charity, 
it profiteth me nothing,’ according to the 
1611 version; but giving my goods to feed 
the poor is “charity” today. In this case 
the word has come to have a restricted 
meaning. 


THE EASTER DAWN 
By B. F. M. Sours 
’Tis Easter dawn, the night is gone, 
And daylight spreads the vales; 
New joy is ours, the springing 
flowers 
Rebuke the wintry gales. 


But why is joy without alloy 
Forth sweeping in the air? 
The Christ is risen! The Christ is 
risen 
And joy is everywhere! 
For who is He who mightily 
Has thrust the monster Death? 
He came from Throne, from Heaven, 
His own, 
To breathe our mortal breath. 


They slew Him!—O the King of 
kings 


In His almighty power 
Bowed low to enter my dark tomb, 
And bide till this glad hour. 


Bright angels, sweeping from the 
skies, 
Descended to the grave, 
And told the comers news of joy 
For hearts that comfort crave. 


He lives! He lives! O Mighty One! 
O Victor, thou hast trod 

The dreary pathway all alone— 
Thou art the Son of God! 


And still the earth rings out with 
joy: 
With ever new surprise, 
Though He ascended long ago 
Into His native skies. 


Mechanicsburg, Pa. 


A verse of an old hymn reads: 
“Change and decay in all around I see,” 


and one need not be surprised to note such 
changes in words, nor to discover that they 
sometimes, like other material things, grow 
old and die. What multitudinous words 
have become dust with the passing of the 
centuries! Indeed, whole languages, as 
they were spoken many centuries ago, are 
now numbered with the dead; we name 
them “dead” languages. Nor need anyone 
think it strange that such should be the 
case. Change is written plainly across the 
face of nature. Fashions change, manners 
change, doctrines change—it is a world of 
change in which we live. There is birth, 
growth, maturity, decay, death; that in 
few words is the history of everything on 
earth that hath life, and it is also true of 
words. 


How much as to the meaning of words 
depends upon how they are spoken! The 
proverb has it that “a soft answer turneth 
away wrath”; and that has been found to 
be true once and again. Those who read 
Owen Wister’s “Virginian” a score of years 
ago will remember that his hero said that 
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whoever addressed a certain opprobrious 
phrase to him must utter it “with a smile”; 
otherwise there might be serious trouble 
for the speaker. ‘fhe smile, in this in- 
stance, would have a similar effect to the 
“soft answer.” One might permit himself 
to be called a “scoundrel”, or even a “mur- 
derer”’, if the ignominious term were spok- 
en softly, with a smile, or with such tones 
of voice as to pluck away the sting! A 
curious illustration of the effect produced 
by stressing certain words in speaking may 
be afforded in the following sentence: it is 
the “report” of the officers that were sent 
out from Jerusalem to apprehend Jesus; 
when they returned without their prisoner, 
they were asked why they had not brought 
Him and replied—‘Never man so spake!”” 
Stress the first word and the statement 
means that none had ever spoken like Him; 
stress the second and it means that no 
other human being had so spoken; stress 
the third word and it means that the 
manner of His speech was unlike that of 
others; and stress the last word and it 
means perhaps that the matter of His 
speech was peculiar. Here are four quite 
different interpretations of a sentence of 
four words. Other illustrations might be 
given. 


Allusion was made to the “laconic” re- 
ply which Hamlet gave to the inquiry of 
Polonius, and it needs not to be said that 
that word, “laconic”, has had a remarkable 
history, having come down to our time 
from Lakonikos (Lakon) an inhabitant of 
Lacidaemon, in Greece, hundreds of years 
before the beginning of the Christian era. 
There is a fine scriptural utterance that 
seems to favor “laconic” speech. The cele- 
brated English preacher, Dr. Robert South, 
of the 17th century, has a notable sermon 
on the text, which is found in the second 
verse of the fifth chapter of Ecclesiastes: 
“For God is in heaven, and thou upon 
earth: therefore let thy words be few!” 
Preachers nowadays quite generally heed 
that monition, but I remember very well 
an old preacher who used to “hold forth” 
for an hour and a half to an hour and 
three-quarters! The great evangelist, 
Dwight L. Moody, said that no conversions 
were made after the first thirty minutes. 
The Biblical utterance may intimate that 
even the Almighty might grow weary of 
lengthy discourses! So much can be said 
with few words, and most hearers become 
cloyed, when the speech consists of noth- 
ing but “words, words, words!” 


How very easy it is for the speaker, or 
the listener, to twist words around and 
make them say what they were not in- 
tended to say. In speaking it is desirable 
to express things so simply and so clearly 
that there can be little chance to wrest the 
utterances, and in listening it is desirable 
that careful attention should be given to 
the speaker’s meaning. There is not infre- 
quently something like “static”, that inter- 
feres with the sound carrier, and makes a 
sentence in the hearer’s ear quite other 
than it was on the speaker’s tongue. May 
this not account for many of the misunder- 
standings that are continually arising? 
The speaker contends that he said a cer- 
tain thing, while the hearer is equally 
strenuous in the contention that it was 
something other. Two persons cannot re- 
late overhearing a particular address, or 
conversation, in like words, and often the 
discrepancy is very marked. This may be 
verified by listening to witnesses in a 
court of justice. 


Such discrepancies are often harmless but 
not infrequently very serious. A slight 
difference will again and again make all 
the vast distance that separates between 
what is false and what is true. If but a 
little falsity is mingled with truth even 
truth itself may become so perverted as 
to be turned into falsehood. A scratch, or 
a small spot, may ruin a beautiful picture, 
and a little twist in a word, or in the 
accent in which it is spoken, may make it 
a word of darkness and death. If it is 
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only partly true, it may be even worse 
than stark falsehood. This is Tennyson’s 
thought when he says in the “Grand- 
mother” that: 


“A lie that is half a truth is ever the 
blackest of lies, 
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That a lie that is all a lie may be met, 
and fought with outright, 

But a lie that is half a truth is a harder 
matter to fight!” 


And the interesting and important fact is 
that, whether it is part truth, or all truth, 
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depends in its utterance altogether upon 
words! When one realizes the amazing 
significance of words, he needs not wonder 
than One “greater than Solomon” once 
said—“For by thy words thou shalt be 
justified, and by thy words thou shalt be 
condemned!” 
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THE RUFUS W. AND KATHERINE 
McCAULEY MILLER MEMORIAL 
FUND PRIZE ESSAY 
CONTEST, 1931 
Subject—“The Attitude of the Home To- 

ward the Highteenth Amendment.” 


Length—Not over 3,000 words. 


‘Time—All essays must be received by Rev. 
Henry I. Stahr, D.D., Executive Secre- 
tary of the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion, by Children’s Day, June 14, 1931. 


Two Classes of Contestants—It has been 
decided this year to offer two sets of 
prizes to two classes of contestants. 
Competition in Class 1 is to be limited 
to the laity and in Class 2 to the min- 
istry. 

Prizes—The following prizes are offered 
in each class: 


First prize—$50 
Second prize—$25 


Instructions—1. Sign essay with an as 
sumed name, giving correct name and 
address on a separate sheet. 

2. Use one side of the paper only. 
3. Manuscripts, as far as_ possible, 
should be typewritten. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

After April 15, Rev. R. W. Limbert from 
Fairfield, Pa., to Dover, Pa. 

After April 8, Rev. S. lL. Messinger, 
D.D., from Allentown, Pa., to 101 E. Third 
St., Lansdale, Pa. 

Rey. Chas. A. Warner from 70 Pinehurst 
Ave., to 117 W. Monument Ave., Dayton, 
Ohio. 

Rev. R. S. Vandevere from Lemasters, 
Pa., to 313 West Second St., Berwick, Pa. 


“That Passion Week Number of the 
“Messenger’ was one of the best illustra- 
tions of what a Church paper for the fam- 
ily should be that I have ever seen.” So 
writes a devoted pastor, and we say: 
“Thank you, old friend.” 

In a note from Mrs. Rebecca Cobler, 
mow of Appleton, N. Y., we are sorry to 
learn of the death of her beloved husband, 
Though living in a community where there 
is no Reformed congregation and for years 
attending a Methodist Church, the family 
continues to stick by the “Messenger.” 


During the Wednesday evenings of Lent, 
the Lutheran, Reformed, and Methodist 
Churches of Fort Loudon, Pa., are uniting 
in union services in the various Churches 
of the town. The attendance is large. 
Rev. E. H. Laubach is pastor of the Re- 
formed Church at Fort Loudon. 


A mass meeting of members and friends 
of all Reformed congregations in Akron, 
., and vicinity, is planned for Easter 
evening in the Akron Armory. The ad- 
dress of the occasion will be given by 
Dr. Leinbach, editor of the “Messenger,” 
and the combined choirs will sing. 

A well known and highly respected 
teacher in one of our educational institu- 
tions recently wrote the following to the 
Board of Ministerial Relief: “I was highly 
pleased when I read in the ‘Kirchenzeitung’ 


about your annual meeting. Surely, the 
German says, ‘you’ve got the heart at the 
right spot.’ I could never understand why 
some of our ministers are so lukewarm to- 
ward your Board, since it is to their own 
interest if they would work a little more 
for Relief and Sustentation.” 


In Grace Church, Hanover, Pa., Rev. 
W.S. Harman, pastor, Lenten services have 
been held each Thursday evening, the pas- 
tor discussing themes from the “Fellowship 
of Prayer.” Copies have been placed in 
every home by the Church School for daily 
reading during Lent. Harry Harman has 
been delivering 20 “Messengers” to mem- 
bers every week, and every Sunday morn- 
ing, both in Church School and in the wor- 
ship of the congregation, the pastor gives 
a review of the contents of the “Messen- 
ger.” On recent Sunday evenings Mr. Har- 
man has been preaching a series of spe- 
cial sermons on “Religion in a Changing 
World.” 


At a congregational meeting of the First 
Church of Berwick, Pa., on Feb. 22, the 
Rev. R. 8. Vandevere, of Lemasters, Pa., 
was by an unanimous vote chosen as pastor. 
He will be in his new field on April 1. 
On Mar. 22, a splendid class of 13 young 
people of Upton completed Course No. 3, 
“The Old Testament” of the Standard 
Leadership Curriculum, The class met in 
11 two-hour sessions studying the Old Tes- 
tament from the angles of spiritual, politi- 
eal, legal, devotional, and ethical view- 
points. The teacher of this class was Rev. 
Mr. Vandevere, who was helped in this 
study as much as the members of the elass. 


A LITTLE PARABLE 


(By one who has just celebrated his 
93rd birthday) 


A certain man had an only son 
whom he loved most dearly, and they 
lived in a very sumptuous home 
with every convenience and com- 
fort. This man and his son had a 
large number of bitter enemies who 
hated them and who labored to de- 
stroy that son. Would this man be 
willing to permit his son to be put 
to a cruel death if through this way 
and means he would be able to bring 
about a reconciliation and friend- 
ship between himself, his son, and 
their enemies? The presumption is 
that he would not consent to such 
a death of his son, and that the 
enmity between them would con- 
tinue. 

But this is precisely what God the 
Father did with respect to His only 
begotten Son when He gave and per- 
mitted His Son to be crucified and 
die in order to secure a reconciliation 
and peace between man and Himself. 
This supplies a very faint and par- 
tial view of the infinite, the match- 
less and the indescribable love of 
God to man. 


U. H. HL 


NOTICE 


During the installation of a 
new method of addressing the 
wrappers in which copies of the 
‘‘Messenger’’ are mailed, we 
will not be able to show the 
change in the expiration date 


of some renewed subscriptions 
as promptly as formerly. How- 
ever, all changes will appear in 
due course. In the meantime, 
we beg your indulgence; and 
after the new system is in oper- 
ation, all changes will appear 
promptly. 


On Mar. 15 Rev. Ira Wilson Frantz was 
installed as pastor of St. John’s Church, 
Fullerton, Pa., in the presence of over 400 
people. The service was held in the 8. 8. 
rooms of the new $90,000 edifice, which is 
but partially completed. Rev. Clarence R. 
Rahn preached the sermon and gave the 
charge to the pastor, and Dr. Simon Sipple 
gave the charge to the people. Elder 
Charles Mareks assisted. Special music 
rendered by soloists and the choir of 50 
voices. 


First Church, Apollo, Pa., Rev. A. J. 
Knoll, pastor, has unanimously voted to 
erect a new edifice this spring. It is a 
great venture of faith on the part of this 
small congregation and its aggressive 
young pastor. The new brick Church is_ 
to have an auditorium with a seating ¢a- 
pacity of 370, and the Church School will 
be properly departmentalized. There will 
also be a gymnasium and social hall to sup- 
ply the demands made on the present day 
Church. It is expected that ground will 
be broken late in April. Bolton & Son, 
Philadelphia, are the achitects. 


Dr. Rufus C. Zartman, Supt. of Evan- 
gelism, completed his work on the Pacifie 
Coast on Mar. 22, and expects to labor 
within the bounds of Lincoln and Ne- 
braska Classes until May 15. On the eve- 
ning of Mar. 13, in the First Church of 
Los Angeles, Calif., 103 young people of 
the4 Reformed Churches in Los Angeles sat 
down to supper together in honor of Dr. 
Zartman, who addressed the happy gather- 
ing. A number of jolly songs were sung, 
most of which were composed and arrang- 
ed by Mrs. E. F. Evemeyer, wife of the 
pastor. It was a most joyous occasion. 


Rev. Joseph S. Peters, D.D., of St. James 
Church, Allentown, Pa., and Miss Blanche 
M. Lotte, of 1516 Walnut St., one of the 
most active workers in St. James congre- 
gation, were wedded Mar. 14 in Evan- 
gelical Reformed Church, Frederick, Md. 
In the absence of the pastor, Dr. H. L. G. 
Kieffer, the ceremony was performed by 
the Rev. Edward A. G. Hermann. After a 
brief wedding trip, Dr. and Mrs. Peters 
have taken up their residence at the par- 
sonage, 127 South 15th St., Allentown. The 
“Messenger” extends felicitations. 
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Reference was made last week to the 
serious illness of that indefatigable ser- 
vant of the Church, President E. R. Hoke, 
of Catawba College, Salisbury, N. C. The 


latest information received about Dr. 
Hoke’s condition is that his illness has 
finally been diagnosed as an infection of 


the blood stream which has brought about 
endocarditis. Dr. McRae, of Jefferson 
College, Phila., was called into consulta- 
tion and he states there is no apparent hope 
for Dr. Hoke’s recovery. Of course, there 
is no way of determining how long his ill- 
ness may last, but we shall continue to 
pray that, if it be possible, he may be 
spared to us. 

We have just received in the “Messen- 
ger” office two very fine directories. One 
is that of the Olivet-Trinity Charge, which 
includes the Olivet Church, Riverside, 
Reading, Pa., and Trinity Church, Mt. 
Penn, Reading Pa., Rev. Dr. Frederick A. 
Sterner, pastor. This is the tenth annual 
publication of this directory. The other is 
“The Herald” of the Bernville Charge, Rev. 
Frank W. Ruth, pastor, consisting of St. 
Thomas, Bernville, Pa.;Zion’s, Strausstown, 
Pa.; Christ’s, Little Tulpehocken, Pa.; St. 
Paul’s, Tulpehocken, Pa., and Frieden’s, 
(Supply), Shartlesville, Pa. This is the 
13th time Pastor Ruth has sent greetings 
to his people through “The Herald.” 


First Church, Sandusky, O., Rev. V. J. 
Tingler, pastor. On Mar. 1 this congrega- 
tion observed the 6th anniversary of the 
dedication of their new building. Dr, F. 
W. Leich, of Central Seminary, Dayton, 
O., was the guest speaker. His two fine 
sermons were a great blessing, but espe- 
cially so was his imspirmg message on 
“The Church of Jesus Christ.” The at- 
tendance was good and the offering, not- 
withstanding the severe financial depres- 
sion, was in keeping with the occasion. 
The Lenten services which are better at- 
tended than ever before, are primarily 
evangelistic. One the 3-hour union devo- 
tions of Good Friday will be held in this 
Church, with 6 pastors participating. 


The home of Rev and Mrs. Franklin D. 
Slifer, of Grace Church, Allentown, Pa., 
has been overshadowed by sorrow through 
the sudden death of their daughter and 
only child, Doris Vivian, on March 20. 
Death was caused by her eating part of a 
moth ball for a piece of candy. When the 
parents discovered what she had done, 
every effort was made to save her life, but 
already the element had too stern a grip 
upon her system and it was too much of 
a match for medical skill. She lingered 
less than twelve hours. Doris was only 
three years old, but her life ‘has not been 
in vain; though few in years, it was rich 
in the finer experiences of human life. And 
what was once a hope and a joy in the 
home and the hearts of the parents is now 
a blessed memory. The parents mourn her 
loss in Christian faith and fortitude, and 
our hearts go out to them in sympathy. 
The funeral serviee was held Mar. 24. 


At a congregational meeting held a short 
time ago in Trinity Church, Shenandoah, 
Pa., Rev. D. K. Laudenslager, pastor, it 
_ was decided to erect a new edifice this sum- 
mer on the site of the present Church. A 
new Church was decided upon in order to 
meet the growing S. 8. and Church attend- 
ance and also to make provision for de- 
partmental S. S. work and the social ae- 
tivities of the Church. Building operations 
will begin soon after Easter, as soon as 
plans and specifications are completed. 
Trinity Church has greatly prospered un- 
der the leadership of Rev. Mr. Lauden- 
slager, who has been the pastor since Nov., 
1929. He is not only highly esteemed by 
the people of his congregation but also by 
the people of Shenandoah and surrounding 
community, where he has made many 
friends. We extend our best wishes to the 
pastor and péople of Trinity Church in 
their undertaking. 


In the pre-Easter issue of “The Loyal 
Churchman” of East Susquehanna Classis 
we read the following stimulating chal- 


* sons, 


lenge: “In the light of what the Lenten 
period implies in the life and experience 
of Jesus, the most that we can do or give 
is a very inadequate expression of appre- 
ciation tor what He has done fo rus... . 
This was the period when our Lord and 
Master was preparing to give, not His sil- 
ver and gold, for of these He had none, 
but His lite. And life is certainly of more 
value than stocks, bonds, sheep and lands 
and merchandise and yet we have given so 
little of these that it should give us in- 
ward pain and regret. Let us therefore 
have a genuine penetrating introspection, 
a self-examination with God. We not only 
can retrieve the ground we have lost but 
can surpass the high water mark of 1929. 
Anything less is unworthy of our ability.” 


Delaware, O., Rev. Ervin E. Young, 
pastor. Mar. 15 marked the completion of 
Rev. Mr. Young’s first year as pastor of 
the Reformed Church in Delaware. The 
past year was one of intense activities for 
this congregation. The interest has been 
greatly revived, attendance in §S. S. and 
Church has been increased, there has been, 
in spite of losses from death and removal, 
a small increase in membership, and the 
Easter prospects are unusually bright. Ex- 
tensive repairs have been made on the par- 
sonage and plans are being made to re- 
decorate the Church during the summer 
months. The congregation is united and 
optimistic. A wonderful basket of flowers 
was sent to the parsonage in recognition 
of the first anniversary of Pastor Young, 
and at the conclusion of the morning serv- 
ice, the membership passed by the altar 
and pledged their renewed loyalty and a 
promise of undivided co-operation with the 
pastor and his wife in the work for the 
coming years. May God’s richest benedic- 
tions rest upon pastor and people. 


In Faith Church, Lancaster, Rev. D. G. 
Glass, pastor, the pastor and his wife were 
tendered a reception on their return from 
a wedding trip, attended by about 500 per- 
A short program was rendered in 
which members of the choir took part, and 
then followed an introduction of the wife 
to the congregation. The program was in 
charge of William J. Shiffer, who intro- 
duced Elder J. Albert Zecher, who gave a 
splendid address of welcome. Refresh- 
ments were served by the ladies. Services 
of special interest were held from Mar. 
1 to 4, when the guest preacher was Dr. 
Paul S. Leinbach, editor of the “Messen- 
ger.’ The sermons were practical and 
made a deep impression on the congrega- 
tions. His presence and inspiring mes- 
sages will not soon be forgotten and the 
attendance and interest have been stimu- 
lated. Splendid attendance at all the serv- 
ices is noted. On Sunday morning, Mar. 
15, Miss Mary E. Gerhard, missionary to 
Japan, spoke at the regular service, and 
delivered a very interesting address, The 
pastor addressed the noonday Lenten sery- 
ice at the Y. M. C. A., Mar. 5. 


The Detroit, Mich., Reformed Ministers’ 
Association has added several very enjoy- 
able features to its meetings. Lately, Rev. 
and Mrs. Michael Toth delightfully enter- 
tained the members and their wives with 
a delicious dinner. At previous meetings, 
Rey. and Mrs. F. W. Knatz and Rev. and 
Mrs. F. W. Bald were gracious hosts. Books 
named by the Religious Book Club are re- 
viewed. Rev. P. T. Stoudt discussed in a 
very thoughtful manner “Religion in a 
Changing World,” by Rabbi Silver. Rev. 
Mr. Bald will bring to the next meeting a 
review of “The Spirit of God and the 
Faith of Today,” by Richard Roberts, and 
“The Problem of God,’ by Edgar §&. 
Brightman. Rev. N. C. Dittes will present 
at the following meeting a review of one 
or two books upon spiritual healing. Re- 
cently Rev. C. A. Albright brought an in- 
teresting report of the Pastors’ Conference 
held at Dayton, O., under the auspices of 
the Ohio Council of Churches, 


A New York philanthropist recently 
said: “There is no greater pleasure in life 
than in giving; give while you live and 


life become truly worth while. Give the 
bouquets now when they will be most ap- 
preciated.” We have a noble example in 
the late Nathan Straus, the eminent Jew, 
whose philosophy of giving was best ex- 
pressed in the Jewish proverb: “What you. 
give. for the cause of charity in health is 
gold, what you give in sickness is silver, 
what you give after death is lead.” He 
was probably thinking of the countless 
lives his pasteurized milk had saved as 
well as what he had been able to do for 
the Jewish homeland. He proves to us how 
the richest may die poor and with great 
honor. How much more, and how much 
more beautifully should we Christians give! 


The following congregations have re- 
cently paid their Sustentation Fund quotas 
in full to the Board of Ministerial Relief: 
Immanuel Church, Tripp Charge So. Dakota 
Classis, Rev. Klaus J. Steuble, pastor, 
quota, $625, paid, $625; Neudorf Church, 
Hosmer, South Dakota, Rev. Diedrich Buel- 
ter, pastor, quota, $280, paid, $280; First 
Church, Omaha, Nebr., without a pastor, 
quota, $400, paid, $400. Thus, congrega- 
tion by congregation has paid its Susten- 
tation quota in full or will pay it in full as: 
soon as possible. 


St. Andrew’s Church, Lancaster, Pa., 
Rev. Henry Miller, pastor. After the suc- 
cessful congregational meeting held Jan. 
28, at which time very encouraging reports: 
were received from all of the organizations 
and plans formulated for the new year, 
this Church and community have been 
steadily growing in spiritual strength, as 
has been evidenced by the increased de- 
sire to serve and by the large morning and 
evening Church attendances. The pastor’s 
personal work committee has been co-oper- 
ating 100% and as a result, all homes have 
been visited in the community that have 
children in the S. 8. or the Endeavor soci-~- 
eties and the invitations given to become 
members, which in many cases have beem 
accepted. The Confirmation class of 15 
young people have met regularly and will 
have charge of the evening service on Mar. 
22, The Lenten mid-week services have 
been especially helpful, due to the pastor 
using the stereopticon slides showing the 
Biblical scenes in connection with his ser- 
mon. The “Request Song Service” each 
Sunday evening, in charge of Elder R. F. 
Stauffer, preceding the sermon, has been 
popular and has proved to be very inspir- 
ing. During Holy Week, St. Andrew’s con- 
gregation is very fortunate in having Pro- 
fessors O. S. Frantz and Nevin C. Harner, 
of the Seminary, to bring the message 
Wednesday and Thursday evening. The 
Preparatory service Friday evening will 
be in charge of the pastor, and Holy Com- 
munion will be administered at both morn- 
ing and evening services on Easter Day. 


Our Missionary and Stewardship Commit- 
tees are among the most active agencies in 
the Church. It is hard to define where 
their work begins and where it ends. It 
certainly begins at the beginning of al? 
Christian work, and its terminals have not 
yet been discovered. At the bottom of their 
action are noble principles and sentiments. 
Here is one strikingly beautiful and true, 
depicting a real spiritual evaluation of 
God’s work. In the Bulletin of Zion’s 
Classis the Missionary and Stewardship 
Committee states: “But we dare not turn 
our hearts away from the great causes the 
Church lays upon our hearts.” Evidently 
more than the Church, Christ Himself and 
God Himself, have laid these causes upon 
the hearts of Christians. It is the turning 
away, the loss of enthusiasm, the absence 
of agony of souls, the indifference, that. 
isolates Christians from causes. 
of Christian missions and benevolence is 
an out-flowing of the heart of Christ an@ 
should be that of our heart; only by 2 
terrific wrenching are we able to tear our 
hearts away from God’s work. The chal- 
lenge of this committee is to to take upon 
our hearts the causes of the Kingdom. 
That’s just what’s wrong with the Appor- 
tionment, there is often so little heart in 
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presentation, solicitation and consumma- 
tion. If our hearts could but catch the 
sacred flame again the work of the Boards, 
so gracious and rich in their fruitage, 
would be “a thing of beauty and a joy 
forever” to all of us, 


The “Messenger” regrets to report that 
our friend, Dr. Henri L. G. Kieffer, of 
Evangelical Reformed Church, Frederick, 
Md., one of whose excellent articles appears 
in this issue, has suffered a temporary phy- 
sical breakdown and has been ordered to 
bed for a complete rest for one month at 
least. His many devoted friends will join 
in hope of his speedy and complete restor- 
ation. 

The many friends of the Rey. Dr. and 
Mrs. James M. Runkle, of Altoona, Pa., 
will be sorry to learn of the accident that 
befell them, while they were driving to 
their home at Altoona, after visiting 
friends in Centre County. At a point about 
20 miles beyond Bellefonte, both of them 
were overcome by carbon monoxide gas 
that had accumulated in their closed ear. 
Dr. Runkle, losing control of the ear, 
crashed into a pole along the highway. 
Both received injuries, but were able to 
return to their home the same evening. 
Latest reports are favorable, and we join 
their friends in praying for their speedy 
recovery. 

During the week of Mar. 8 to 15, in 
Christ Church, Middletown, Md., Rev. John 
S. Adam, pastor, community evangelistic 
services were held with Rev. C. A. Black- 
more, Supt. of City Missions, Erie, Pa., in 
charge. Rev. Mr. Blackmore, with his 
forceful and impressive speaking, held the 
closest attention of the large audience at 
every meeting. He and Mrs. Blackmore 
had charge of the special music, which was 
of an inspiring evangelistic nature. This 
was a week of spiritual uplift and shall 
bear abundant fruits. 


IN MEMORY OF 
MRS. WILLIAM M. HALL 


Mrs. Edith Schaeffer Hall, wife of Prof. 
William M. Hall, died March 16, in the 
General Hospital, Lancaster, Pa. Mrs. Hall 
was the daughter of Mrs. William C. 
Schaeffer, widow of the late Dr. William 
C. Schaeffer, who was professor of New 
Testament Science in the Theological Semi- 
nary at Lancaster. She was born at Myers- 
town, Pa., Aug. 10, 1885, while Dr. Schaef- 
fer was president of Palatinate College. 
Her father confirmed her while he was 
pastor in Chambersburg. She attended 
Wilson College. Her father married her 
at Lancaster in 1913. 


Mrs. Hall was on the Board of Direc- 
tors of the Lancaster Young Women’s 
Christian Association and was always ac- 
tive in that organization. She was a 
member of the Iris Club and of the 
Donegal Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution. She helped annual- 
ly on the Community Welfare Drives, and 
was affiliated with many other community 
organizations. She was a member of St. 
Peter’s Reformed Church, 

She is survived by her husband, who is 
the vice-principal and treasurer of Frank- 
lin and Marshall Academy; her mother; 
and her brother, John Nevin Schaeffer, 
B.Litt., Oxon., who is professor of Greek 
in Franklin and Marshall College. 

The funeral was held at her late home 
in the Old Academy Building on Thursday 
afternoon, March 19. The services were 
conducted by her pastor, the Rev. Charles 
D. Spotts, assisted by Dr. Clifford G. 
Twombly, Mr. Hall’s pastor, and the Rev. 
Harry G. Hartman, an intimate friend of 
the family. 

C. D. 8. 


FRANKLIN AND MARSHALL 
ACADEMY 


A Memorial Note on the Death 
of Mrs. Hall 


The even tenor of a happy winter at 
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Franklin and Marshall Academy has been 
suddenly and trogically broken by the pass- 
ing of our beloved Mrs. Hall. Edith 
Schaeffer Hall, the daughter of Dr. and 
Mrs. William C. Schaeffer, came to the 
Academy with her husband, Mr. William 
M. Hall, in 1916, and endeared herself to 
the teaching staff and to each successive 
group of students. Mr. and Mrs. Hall 
lived in East Hall and were looked upon 
by the boys in the dormitory and the 
Junior School as friends and comrades with 
whom they associated with great pleasure 
and no restraint. Mrs. Hall had that rare 
gift of simple friendliness and under- 
standing that made her a good companion 
and an easy confidant of any boy. Her 
gentleness and her sense of humor made 
it possible to say things to the boys which 
they would have resented from others. 
Many an Academy boy will recall that 
while he may not always have responded 
to her appeals to break up the line of girls 
not dancing at a party, he rather enjoyed 
having her ask him. Her interest in the 
boys as individuals helped along an excel- 
lent memory for names and faces, and if 
she had ever had any association at all 
with a boy she never failed to place him in 
after years. There was no side of the 
school-life in which she was not interested, 
and her helpfulness and loyalty eased many 
a difficult undertaking. The gracious influ- 
ence of so perfect a companionship as that 
of Mr. and Mrs. Hall was subtly and un- 
mistakably felt by all upon whom it fell 
and it is for their beloved vice-principal 
that teachers and boys of the school, put- 
ting aside their own grief, sorrow most. 

There is no circle which Mrs. Hall’s life 
touched that does not feel its own sorrow, 
and we especially sympathize with her be- 
reaved mother to whom she gave such lov- 
ing care and companionship. This is, how- 
ever, a simple record from the Academy 
family of their grief at the passing of a 
dear friend and for the tragic sorrow of 
their much loved teacher and friend, Even 
to youth facing so great a loss, contem- 
plating so noble a life, there comes a sense 
of confidence and exaltation, and they say 
in their hearts the lines Dr. Hartman read 
them as they met in chapel, thinking to- 
gether of Mrs. Hall: 


Still, still with Thee, when purple morning 


breaketh 

When wake the birds, and all the shadows 
flee; 

Fairer than morning, lovelier than the 
daylight 

Dawns the sweet consciousness, I am with 
Thee! 

So shall it be at last, in that bright morn- 
in 

When the soul waketh, and life’s shadows 
flee; 

Oh, in that hour, fairer than daylight 
dawning, 

Shall rise the glorious thought, I am with 


Thee! ek 


Letters to the Editor 


My dear Dr. Leinbach: 


Like all well-meaning readers of the 
“Reformed Church Messenger,” I enjoy 
and appreciate almost beyond words of 
expression, the contents of this weekly 
messenger of joy, peace and comfort, but 
like so many, have neglected to convey to 
you an expression of appreciation for your 
labors. 


May I be not too presumptuous in say- 
ing that next to the Bible, the “Reformed 
Church Messenger” fills every need. For 
the minister, the Church officers, Sunday 
School superintendent and teachers, down 
to the very last member of the congrega- 
tion, missionary society, and all auxiliary 
bodies, the “Messenger” is indispensable. 
Being a Church officer, a Sunday School 
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teacher, and accepted by Classis as a stu- 
dent for the ministry, I look forward eag- 
erly each week for the “Messenger” for its 
editorial contents which gives me mate- 
rial for presentation and for the moral 
support it presents that helps me to carry 
on. Honestly, I do not see how any worker 
in the Reformed Church ean be really effi- 
cient without the “Messenger” with its 
timely topies., 


That’s one side—the active worker’s 
side. But there’s another. Who can pos- 
sibly estimate the comfort that the “Mes- 
senger” has brought to the bedridden, the 
shut-ins, the aged? Whether in sorrow, in 
sin, in worry, in danger, when God seems 
far away; in discouragement, in doubt, in 
lack of courage, or in any of the entire 
range of emotions that we poor mortals are 
subject to, the “Messenger” contains each 
week just exactly that little word that is 
needed so much, and that so many times 
is not to be had from those from whom 
we would most expect it. 


Who among your readers has not tasted 
of the bitterness of having had a loved 
one taken? And who has not received un- 
speakable comfort from the words of Grace 
Harner Poffenberger, on the cover page 
of the issue of the “Reformed Church 
Messenger” of August 7, 1930? Joy and 
Comfort cannot be measured in dollars and 
cents, but this one poem alone has been 
worth to me already many times the sub- 
scription price of the “Messenger.” And 
undoubtedly I am expressing the unspoken 
thoughts of hundreds. Again, specifically, 
who, of your readers, cannot see the ap- 
peal of Addison H. Groff, in “Are You 
Going to the Holy Land?” There is medi- 
tation here for many a day. 


I hope you will pardon this lengthy note, 
but one who reads the “Messenger” cannot 
put his earnest appreciation in a tele- 
graphic code. 


Of course this speaks of the READER, 
and I realize fully that I do not bring up 
a new subject when I speak of reaching 
the NON-READER. But won’t you make 
another appeal to those readers who get 
something in one way or another each week 
from the “Messenger” to just speak of that 
“something” to some one else, and thus 
help others primarily, but incidentally 
making possible the continuance of this 
“Messenger”? 

This is truly the work of spreading the 
Good News. The reward for doing a kind 
deed is to have done it, and after having 
done it, “our hearts grow lighter; we can 
smile, and face the days.” 


Respectfully yours, 
Chester A. Quear. 


HONOR TO WHOM HONOR IS DUE 

The evening of July 1, I reached the 
home of my brother, W. W. Nicholson, 
Meyersdale, Pa., from Florida, a sick man, 
In fact, I was sick before I reached 
Meyersdale. A doctor was called. My 
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case was diagnosed as prostatic trouble. I talked about before I was taken to see paper. Think about the following conver- 
had known very little about it. I know Dr. McKinley, but soon after I went under sation between Jones and his pastor: 
more about it now—more than I really care his treatment I got relief. 

to know—by painful experience. I wasn’t 
here from. the Southland very long until 
the faithful pastor, Rev. B. A. Black, of 
Amity Chureh, Meyersdale, called and told 
me of a cure that Dr. H. C. McKinley 
used for such trouble. I was soon con- 
vinced of Dr. McKinley’s ability to do 
what he said could be done for the trou- 
ble without an operation, having known 
the doctor favorably for many year, not 
only as a physician, but as a Christian 


“Jones,” said his pastor, “when I came 
; here I sized you up as an ordinary type 
of others who may at some time become of man, but I have reached the conclusion 
afflicted with an enlarged prostate gland. that you are the most remarkable man I 
If wishing might do any good, it is earn- yer knew. You say you are not rich and 
estly hoped none may become afflicted. others confirm what “you say, yet times 
However, should it be otherwise, try to without number when the wealthiest men 
find a doctor of the Eclectic School of have not been able to help in some Church 
Medicine, who no doubt would give you enterprise you have had the money ready 
the same treatment that Dr. MeKinley has fp me, and you seem always to have 
ESV CD tet He has practiced medicine reached a decision as to just what amount 
gentleman, who could and would kneel pase GEN Pate? ie eras you should give for a particular purpose. 
down at the bedside of his patients and antnke ar ae ad ata on 64a © What’s the explanation? 

f ; sie ts 5a abe v orth Goctors wanted to operate on him. 
pray for their souls ae Welk Ped Pulao His reply was: “Gentlemen, I might “Simple enough,” said Jones. “You see, 
every eitort ye heal easier | haan as well die before the operation as after- I’ve been a tither all my life. I don’t feel 
Kinley has bee Ae eee ae 1 nee ate: wards.” In opposition to four doctors and that it is obligatory on a Christian to 
Church for eaten aes, wees'Y his only daughter, he plead for the same give a tenth, nor that it is obligatory on 
reader of the “Reformed jGhurch Messon— snedics he has given me and, finally, him to stop with a tenth, but I think the 
ger. He loves to read his Church paper. het wielded koa hia ata a oy ts : ia yh ie ieee € 

ee Pabtn: 72 ae a hey 3 ed to his entreaties and he got tenth is a pretty good rule, so I keep a 

Through the kindness of Rev. Mr. Black, WAL a DY Me Kinley oddest Gn aro mteiae Heahul aes tl : § 

ape ‘da sCaeeal viable theo” born at sere is . I A é der for a careful account with my business and regu- 
when I Was Seo ras taken to Dy mau of his years. He also has a remedy larly I put apart in a separate fund one- 
weak and full of pain, I Toe taken. to: Dr, that will cure gall-stones without an oper- tenth of all I earn. I keep that as a trust 
McKinley’s office. As he oe porte BREN 28) "ation, shank God for the good, faithful fund for the Lord’s work. Sometimes I 
~ dJonger tos re PEGE MEO Ut does doctors! By the time this appears in the give to the Church from other funds, but I 
office work, and for a man of his years ‘Messenger,” I will be ready to do supply never use this particular fund for any 


yproaching 90) his mind is keen and ; q : Rat ; 
(approaching 90) i is ke : work, through a kind loving Father who purpose except Christian service. I count 
alert. I have been under his treatment 3 


I am writing this article for the benefit 


for two months, having been taken by my °Y@! cares for His children. is as a trust fund and consider that my 
US, Dé ak % ss ' E x * Spee ‘ : 
brother every few days to his office. Had Very cordially yours in Christ, whole duty concerning it is to decide just 


what portion ought to be used for each 


it been cold, could not have gone. In this Harvey S. Nicholson. cause that may be presented. 


respect the hot and dry weather was a Meyersdale, Pa. 
blessing for me. The doctor’s remedies 


“My greatest help is my Church paper. 
have done just what he told me in the hg: i i a 


ed It tells me about all of the activities and 
beginning they would do. I may have to MY GREATEST HELP IS MY needs of the Church. I determine which is 
continue to use medicine for some time, CHURCH PAPER most important and use my trust fund as I 


but am assured of a permanent cure. I : ; believe the Lord would have it used. I 
have lived through many a hard siege of The testimony of many men and women coynt one-tenth as the Lord’s money, and 


sickness, and thus far there never has is similar to that of a man who opened J never touch the Lord’s money except for 
been a knife used upon my body for an his heart to his pastor when the pastor the Lord’s work.” 

operation. It is prayerfully hoped that I asked him for the explanation of why he 

may go through my earthly career without was always able to make a contribution to The pastor went away saying, “I wish 
an operation, At first when I went down any worthy cause that was presented to 
with my present ailment I was in great him. The answer was that he is a tither 
pain and misery, and an operation was and that his greatest help is his Church The Christian Observer. 


there were more like Jones.” 


pepperoni amerteys 


eeenreennrar eer ewe renee ne RCNA RE in Sea nt aon n pe eteeeh Whim eet chnerhnapne pee : 


WHITE HOtwr WEEP HOR 


AT THE V 


Members of the Western Section of the Alliance of Reformed Churches Throughout the World Holding the Presbyte 
where President Herbert Hoover received the members of the Council. The new President of the Council, Dr. W. M. 
Rochester’s right; the newly elected Vice-President, Dr. David M. Sweets, is at Dr. Jones’ right; the American secret: 
Hloover’s left. Scattered through this interesting group you can find the following (left to right): Drs. Charles E. Mik 
Stahr, Elmer L. Coblentz and Paul S. Leinbach. 


foptean 
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A Letter From London 


The Bishops and the Wireless 


A Committee of the Chureh Assembly 
has been enquiring into the value of the 
religious services arranged by the British 
Broadeasting Corporation. The chairman 
of the committee, the Bishop of Ely, in 
his report says that the Church has great 
reason to be thankful to the B. B. C. for 
what has been done, and they heartily ap- 
prove of the spirit and method of the 
B. B. C. They believe that the provision 
on Sunday evening of addresses dealing in 
a simple and popular style with the reli- 
gious matters should still be continued; 
but they wonder if more might not be done 
to introduce addresses on subjects such as 
“The Character of God.” They think also 
that more use might be made of the 5,000 
sets that are available in the schools for 
missionary stories or other subjects. In 
the main they strongly approve of the 
lines followed by the B. B. C. and their 
report will be a weighty answer to the 
eriticisms which from time to time are 
directed against the religious teaching 
which is carried today to millions of homes 
over the wireless. 

* * * 

Dean Inge has silenced St. Paul’s 
chimes at night. They worry him and 
he believes they worry others. So every 
night a man climbs the tower at 8.30 
P. M. and stops them and at 6.30 A. M. 
he sets them chiming again. The chimes 
were heard for 200 years without inter- 
ruption until the war, when all chiming 
clocks were stopped at night. 


A Methodist Dinner in the House of 
Commons 


There are between 35 and 40 Wesleyan 
Methodists in the House of Commons, of 


By Huspert W. PEEtT 


whom about 30 attended the dinner at 
which the president of the conference, Dr, 
Workman, was entertained at the House. 
The Foreign Minister, Mr. Henderson, who 
was in the chair, spoke of his own debt 
to Wesleyan Methodism. Dr. Workman re- 
ferred to Mr. Henderson as their “Foreign 
Mission Secretary,” for, as he explained, 
there is no better form of foreign missions 
than a crusade on behalf of peace, The 
dinner. aptly illustrated what a bond of 
fellowship there is in Methodism, Round 
the same table there were met men of all 
the three parties. The Methodists in the 
House, irrespective of party, take a great 
pride in each other’s work. 


Dr. James Black to Visit America 


At the invitation of Dr, Mott, Dr. James 
Black will attend the Conference of the 
Protestant Churches at Atlantic City from 
May 12-16, on “The Christian Approach 
to the Jew.” Dr. Black is chairman of the 
International Missionary Council’s special 
committee on this topic, and is familiar 
with the work in Europe. With the com- 
ing of modern enlightenment the opening 
of the universities freely to the young 
Jews, hundreds and thousands of them in 
Europe and America have no more use for 
the synagogue. It is to these non-religious, 
or irreligious Jews that the thought of this 
conference will turn, and Dr. James Black 
is to speak on the great movement among 
the Jews in Europe into the Christian 
Church. Dr. Black will also attend the 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church at 
Pittsburgh on May 28, as a representative 
of the Mother Church, the Kirk of Scot- 
land. 


The National Anthem 
The prolonged discussion on the second 
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verse of the British National Anthem is 
now ended. In the House of Commons 
Mr. Snowden, answering for the Prime 
Minister, said that he was not aware that 
there was any widespread feeling on the 
subject. He said that the words to which 
the tune is sung are no part of the Na- 
tional Anthem; the tune itself is the 
anthem. Of the different versions suggest- 
ed the one that has found the most favor 
involves the least alteration. It is the 
version used by the Bristol Philharmonie 
Society, which is: 


“QO, Lord our God arise 
Scatter Thy enemies . 


But there is no likelihood that any official 
change will be made in this verse, which, 
it should be added, is not often used. 


The Archbishop at Oxford 

The ancient University Church of St. 
Mary the Virgin in Oxford has been the 
scene of an important mission conducted 
by Dr. Temple, the Archbishop of York. 
Night after night for a week the Church 
was crowded by undergraduates to hear 
the archbishop. His addresses were not 
like the familiar evangelistic appeals, but 
were concerned with the greatest realities 
of the Christian religion, treated by one 
who is a philosopher and theologian of the 
first rank. Dr. Temple made no attempt 
to speak down to his hearers. It is said 
that one Regius professor declared that 
his brain reeled after he had been listen- 
ing for half an hour. But the sincere and 
profound treatment of the character and 
person of God revealed in Christ made a 
deep appeal to the undergraduates of Ox- 
ford. Many of them sought personal in- 
terviews with the archbishop and with 
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Canon Pym, who was working with him. 
It will be of interest to outline the arch- 
bishop’s addresses. He began with the 
subject “What do we mean by ‘God’?”; 
then he treated “The Place of Christ in 


History”; “Is There a Moral Standard?”’; 
“Sin and Repentance”; “The Meaning of 
the Crucifixion’; “The Holy Spirit in 
Life’; “Prayer and Sacraments”; “The 


Christian Society.’ Each address was di- 
vided into two parts. The first a philo- 
sophical statement, then, after a hymn, a 
practical exposition of the demands upon 
men’s lives if the beliefs discussed were 
accepted. 

Death of Lady Frances Balfour 


The death of Lady Frances Balfour is 
reported at the age of 72. She was a great 
Secotswoman and a Whig lady carrying 
with her the great traditions of the Camp- 
bell clan. She was the fifth daughter of 
the eighth Duke of Argyll. By her mar- 
riage she entered into a family of widely 
different theological and philosophical con- 
victions. Her husband, Colonel Eustace 
Balfour, was allied to the Cecil family, but 
she kept to the end of her days her loyalty 
to the Church of Scotland and lived long 
enough to see what delighted her—the aec- 
complishment of Church Union in Scotland. 
She did a great deal of work on behalf of 
women’s suffrage. She was also president 
of the Travelers’ Aid Society for Girls and 
Women, and she was a member of the 
Royal Commission on the divorce laws. In 
later years she took up the cause of the 
women police, and any service that she 
could give to the cause of women stu- 
dents she rendered most gladly. No Scots- 
woman of her generation was more widely 
known or more highly thought of than 
Lady Frances, and there was never any 
doubt about her zeal and public spirit in 
the affairs of Church and State alike. 


Leading Hebrew Christian Leader Dead 


The Hebrew Christian community in all 
parts of the world has lost one of its chief 
members and leaders by the death at Cairo, 
from heart trouble, of Rev. S. B. Rohold, 
B.R.G.S., superintendent since 1929 of the 
Mount Carmel Bible School and Medical 
Mission of the British Society for the 
Propagation; of the Gospel among Jews. 
A native of Jerusalem, where he was born 
in 1876, Mr. Rohold was of honorable Rab- 
binical descent. Son of Rabbi Naphthali 
Rohold;:he was strictly brought up in his 
faith. But he early became interested in 
Christianity, and before he was twenty he 
fully embraced its teachings. On coming 
to Britain in 1897 he went to Glasgow Uni- 
versity and to’ the Free Church College at 
Glasgow. From 1897 to 1906 he acted as 
superintendent of the Bonar Memorial 
Mission to the Jews at Glasgow, and did a 
great deal of work in Scotland. He and 
Dr. Louis Meyer were present in 1910 at 
the first World Missionary Conference at 
Edinburgh as the two Hebrew-Christian 
delegates. In 1908 he received a call from 
the Canadian Presbyterian Church to un- 
dertake work among the members of his 
race in Toronto, and for the next eleven 
years he was very active both in Canada 
and the United States. In Toronto he help- 
ed to found the first Hebrew Christian 
Synagogue, and was one of the leading 
spirits, and for six years president of the 
Hebrew Christian Alliance of America, 
whose magazine he edited. 

“T have been able to disprove the warn- 
ings of pessimists,” Mr. Rohold once told 
me on a visit to England from Palestine, 
“that it was impossible for a Hebrew Chris- 
tian to work in an area where members 
of his own family lived.’ And that this 
was shown not only by the growth of his 
work but the friendly relations which ex- 
isted between him and many members of 
the Zionist Movement. When the Hebrew 
University -~was opened at Jerusalem he 
and his wife were given prominent seats 
at the ceremony. Mr. Rohold was a genial 
and able man, with abounding energy and 
a strong sense of humor. He was extreme- 
ly fond of animals, was a good horseman, 
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and owned several Arabs. His hobby was 
roadmaking, both actually and metaphor- 
ically. 


Inter Alia 
The Pilgrim Trust (founded by the 
American, Mr. William Harkness, as a 


tribute to Great Britain) has given £20,- 
000 towards the restoration of Lincoln Ca- 
thedral, and £10,000 for the preservation 
of St. Giles’ Cathedral, Edinburgh. These 
gifts are greatly appreciated by the Brit- 
ish public, whose purse is straitened owing 
to the economic depression, but which is 
proud of its ancient monuments and anx- 
lous that their fabric should not be 
jeopardized... . .. A “Dry (Ornise’s oto 
Norway is one of the features of the 
summer holiday arrangements which is 
attracting some attention among the reli- 
gious public. Not only will no liquor be 
served in the “Calgaric”, but no Sunday 
excursions will be arranged. . . .Mr. W. 
J. W. Roome, who at the age of 50 gave 
up his profession as architect and sur- 
veyor in London, Birmingham and Belfast 
to undertake missionary journeys in Africa, 
which he has crossed from coast to coast 
ten times, is now on his way back to the 
Dark Continent to do pioneering work in 
the Belgian Congo. He is taking a spe- 
cially constructed motor caravan with him. 
Mr. Roome was the first man to take 
“movie” pictures for missionary propa- 
ganda work. This he did in Egypt as 
long ago as 1904. . In addressing a 
meeting of editors of misssionary maga- 
zines in London recently, Mr. H. W. Peet, 
editor of the Far and Near Press Bureau, 
speaking on “Reaching the Wider Public,” 
gave an example of newspaper mathematics 
which he said those wishing to get mission- 
ary and religious news into the general 
press could apply with advantage, to see 
whether the material was likely to be ac- 
ceptable, (this) ran! sNi Vises Dc 
>< H I; or in other words, “News Value 
equals Authority multiplied by Time and 
Topicality, multiplied by Importance, mul- 
tiplied by Human Interest.” “Much of the 
material which satisfies these conditions is 
wasted in the offices of the religious organ- 
izations,” he said. 


The Cambridge “Seven” 


The going out to China of the Cambridge 
“Seven” in 1885 was one of the most dra- 
matic events in the widening of the borders 
of the Christian Church in the latter half 
of last century. This took place 46 years 
ago, and only two of the “Seven” have 
passed away. The first to go was Bishop 
Cassells of West China, who died in 1925, 
and now comes the news of the death at 
Tsehchow, China, of Rev. Stanley P. Smith. 


The farewell meeting at the Exeter Hall, 
London, to the seven young men, six of 
whom were from famous Cambridge col- 
leges, and one an army officer, was one 
of the most enthusiastic ever held there. 
“This meeting was the culmination of a 
tour made in England and North of the 
Tweed by Stanley Smith and C. T. Studd,” 
I was told by Mr. D. E. Hoste, for thirty 
years director of the China Inland Mis- 
sion, and himself one of the “Cambridge 
Seven.” He returned to England via 
America last autumn and is now spending 
a few months in London before his return 
to China. “I well remember Smith in those 
days,” he said, “as a tall handsome fellow, 
who had been stroke in the Cambridge 
Eight in 1882, and would have done ex- 
cellently at his books had he given as much 
attention to them as to rowing. He and 
I on our arrival were sent to the Province 
of Shansi to learn the language. He soon 
became as eloquent in Chinese as in Eng- 
lish, and he spent all his life in the prov- 
ince. For 30 years he has been working 
at Tsehchow, where he died. He was the 
son of a London surgeon. Although it is 
exactly 46 years since we seven sailed, 
Smith is only the second to go. The first 
was W. W. Cassels, who became Bishop of 
West China and died in 1925. All the 
rest of us are just around seventy and 
are not *half dead’ yet! ©, T, Studd, an- 
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other great athlete, who played in the 
‘Ashes’ match against Australia, and was 
one of the famous cricketing brothers, cel- 
ebrated his 70th birthday in the Belgian 
Congo, where he is now a missionary. Sir 
Montague Beauchamp, as he now is, was 
for thirty years in China, and has only just 
come back from a visit there. He is am 
active worker for the Army Scripture 
Readers. Arthur Polhill was forty years 
in China and is now a Hertfordshire vicar 
and keenly interested in missions. His: 
elder brother, Cecil, had to eome back to 
England for family reasons, but he worked 
for some time on the border of Tibet and 
still works strenuously for missions, As a 
matter of fact, though I am always inelud- 
ed in the ‘Cambridge Seven’, I was not at 
the university. I gave up my commission 
in the Royal Artillery to join them.” 

The “Seven” once tried to hold a reunion 
in China. “It was just before the Boxer 
troubles in 1900, and most of us were in 
Shanghai,” said Mr. Hoste. “While we 
were talking a large cake was brought in, 
and each of us thought it was a present 
from one of the group to the others. Whew 
the last crumb had disappeared a distract- 
ed messenger arrived to say that the cake 
had really been intended for the christen- 
ing party two houses away!” 


SOME ELEMENTARY PHASES OF 
PROHIBITION 


Probably the whole fight against the 
beverage liquor traffic must be renewed at 
the ballot box again and again. At every 
new election the issue will be more and 
more complicated with other increasingly 
pressing and vital issues, with the increas- 
ing danger that Prohibition as a national 
policy will be overthrown. The forces of 
avarice, mendacity, prejudice and ignor- 
ance arrayed against Prohibition have 
never been equaled in mass and solidarity 
in any political struggle in the history of 
the United States. The only program that. 
can preserve Prohibition is one of the ele- 
mentary education of the whole people 
concerning the issues involved, so that no 
matter what happens to political parties, 
the people will never consent to abandor 
Prohibition. The following elementary 
facts must be made the common knowl 
edge and conviction of the people. 


The liquor business is inherently and in- 
curably wrong. It damages the community 
in health, wealth and morals, The fact 
that it does so is registered notoriously in 
the experience of every community im 
which the business is carried on. On this 
account every civilized government im- 
poses restrictions on the business, and thus. 
locates it by law upon the border line of 
felony. There it belongs. There it will 
stay. Opponents of Prohibition are far 
from proposing the removal of all re- 
straints from the business. They admit its: 
evil character. They propose to control it,. 
as they declare, in a better way than Prohi- 
bition. In no respectable and influential 
quarter is the liquor traffic defended as a 
good business, merely subject to certain 
abuses. It is a bad business. On the 
principle of the general welfare, the law,, 
judging the business by its effects, must 
by any rule of equity, pronounce it a 
felony. The problem is to find a way of 
escaping or reducing the bad effects of am 
essentially nefarious business. 


Prohibition is correct in principle. It is 
universally advocated among Americans as: 
applicable to the traffic in narcotic drugs. 
It is rigorously applied by the national 
government to that traffic, and courts, law- 
yers, press and people approve the Prohi- 
bition of that traffic as a sinister, damag- 
ing and essentially nefarious business. The 
beverage liquor traffic is essentially a busi- 
ness of the same kind, and by clear prece- 
dent is subject to the same principle of 
Prohibition. Any regulation prohibits cer- 
tain ways of carrying on the business. Any 
consideration of the general welfare which 


justifies the Prohibition of certain ways of — 
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carrying on the business justifies the appli- 
cation of the principle of Prohibition to 
the business as a whole so far as the gen- 
eral welfare shall require. The principle 
runs through the whole texture of govern- 
ment, Every code of laws particularizes 
acts and courses of action which are pro- 
hibited as being against the general wel- 
fare. The policy of Prohibition as applied 
to the liquor traffic cannot be challenged 
on principle. 

National Prohibition is the result of ripe 
social experience. The saloon system was 
fully tried and failed. No one advocates 
its return, A state dispensary was tried 
and failed. The Canadian system is pro- 
posed, but there is no Canadian system. 
Each province in Canada has a system of 
its owif. Those provinces that have tried 
some sort of government control of the 
business are finding that the business con- 
trols the government, with an increase of 
drunkenness and lawlessness. State Prohi- 
bition was extensivey tried in the United 
States with highly satisfactory results, ex- 
cept that its enforcement was rendered 
difficult by interstate traffic. National 
Prohibition was found necessary to pro- 
tect the states in their efforts to deal with 
the business. It is interesting to observe 
that opponents of National Prohibition as 
a policy generally concede the rights of 
the states to maintain this policy for them- 
selves severally. But if Prohibition is a 
permissible policy for the several states, 
why is it not permissible also for the 
nation as a whole? And if it is conceded 
to be practicable for a state why is it not 
practicable for the nation also? 

Prohibition works. Younger adults of 
the present generation can hardly remem- 
ber the conditions existing before Prohibi- 
tion. Consequently, when they are told 
that conditions are worse under Prohibition 
they are impressed. Bootleggers operate 
now; they always operated. There is this 
difference: men who under a license sys- 
tem would probably be operating saloons 
under the protection of law and at the 
same time violating the law almost daily 
are now carrying on a similar business un- 
der the condemnation of law and violating 
it as often as they can. There is no dif- 
ference in the men and no essential differ- 
ence in their business, The difference is 
in the attitude of the law toward them and 
their business. Formerly they broke regu- 
lation laws, corrupted politics and formed 
gangs; now they break Prohibition laws, 
and still corrupt politics and form gangs. 
In the old days almost every saloon was 
a breeding place for criminals, gangs and 
corrupt political control. Now the boot- 
legger’s den serves the same purpose. But 
when we come to consider the actual 
amount of liquor consumed and of drunk- 
enness with its ruinous effects, Prohibition, 
where it is at all honestly enforced, has 
improved conditions so far as to amount 
to a moral and social revolution. No sub- 
stitute offered for it promises anything at 
all comparable with it in beneficial results. 

Here, then, we stand. Prohibition, state 
and national, is the logical policy. It is 
correct in principle. It works wherever 
honestly tried. In any case it works bet- 
ter than any other policy the American 
people ever tried. Foes of Prohibition have 
no consistent and practical program to of- 
fer in its place. Enforcement is steadily 
improving. So far as dealing with the 
liquor business is concerned Prohibition 1s 
the world’s hope. Maintain it. Enforce it. 
Educate the people to it. Vote for it. 
While it is the law insist that any en- 
couragement to the violation of this as of 
any other laws is an attack upon the in- 
tegrity of government, a condonation of 
erime, an invitation to anarchy. Promote 
a continuous nation-wide campaign for 
total abstinence. Renew temperance 1n- 
struction in the schools. And remember 
that we face a sleepless foe, animated by 
avarice, appetite and anarchy, and financed 
by untold millions of dollars. Wake up! 
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SOME ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE 
EIGHTEENTH AMENDMENT 


The Highteenth Amendment has set up 
a standard for the nation. 

It has challenged the thoughtful con- 
sideration, by the American people, of the 
beverage alcohol problem, as they have not 
been challenged by any other great social 
problem since that of domestic slavery. 

It has pioneered a new realm of social 
legislation, which is bound to be more and 
more in evidence in connection with other 
welfare problems in the years to come. 

It has established a principle of human 
liberty and real freedom which belongs 
in the class with slave emancipation and 
popular government. 

It has mitigated, more than can ever 
be recounted, the serious social conse- 
quences that would undoubtedly have fol- 
lowed the World War but for that amend- 
ment and the laws enacted pursuant 
thereto. 

It has taken from the nefarious beverage 
alcohol traffic the sanction of government 
and the protection of law. 

It has through the operation of the law 
of supply and demand eliminated the 
saloon, 

It has put an end to beer, whisky and 
wine advertisements on the billboards, in 
the magazines and in the daily press. 

It has torn the mask of respectability 
from the vintner, the brewer, the distiller, 
the wholesaler, and the retailer of intoxi- 
cating liquors, and has placed all such in 
the criminal class. 

It has made possible a fairer distribu- 
tion of the weekly pay checks among the 
wives and children of millions of families. 

It alone of all systems ever tried in the 
nation has checked the growth of the 
liquor traffic in our great cities. 

It has contributed inealeulably to the 


elimination of licensed commercial vice as 
a source of government revenue. 

It has made the “Old Soak” almost an 
extinct species. 

It has made it possible for a new genera- 
tion to grow into citizenship, recognizing 
the beverage alcohol traffic as an institu- 
tion under the ban of law rather than one 
with the government’s stamp of approval 
upon it. 

It has tended to reveal rather than to: 
create lawless tendencies in certain classes: 
of our population. 

It has made the streets and highways 
safer than they would otherwise have beem 
for men, women and children. 

It has made even the speakeasy and 
blind tiger far less harmful than the old 
brothel and dive which used those names 
in the old days for purposes of respecta- 
bility. 

It has brought the standard of efficiency 
and safety promotion in government up to 
the standard of the American railroad 
with its Rule “G” and of multiplied thou- 
sands of highly mechanized and electrified 
industrial plants with similar rules. 


_ It has made the beverage alcohol traffic, 
which only yesterday was king in our eco- 
nomic, social and political life, a criminal 
—a fugitive from justice with a price upon 
its head—an outlaw—a hunted thing. 

It has made hundred of thousands of 
better homes, millions of more contented 
wives and mothers, and many more mil- 
lions of happier little children. 


Ernest H. Cherrington. 


THESE DENOMINATIONAL PAPERS 


By Joseph M. Ramsay, Editor 
‘*The Expositor’’ 


Once, some years back, I heard a lecture 
on the subject, ‘‘Remember the Size of a 
Man.’’ I often marvel at the size of a 
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man, not his physical proportions, his 
height and weight, rather his mental di- 
mensions, for as days roll on into months 
and months into years, I see that mind of 
man attempting and doing unheard of 
things in size and out of all proportion with 
that handful of mystery we call his mind. 

Nothing seems too large, too preposter- 
ous, too impossible to be within the realm 
of the possible for him. There seems to be 
no limit to his capabilities, and though 
not new in his growing list of accomplish- 
ments, I find myself repeatedly intrigued 
by the smooth and steady growth of a 
modern skyscraper being thrown up by 
him. 

Heavy rolling trucks come lumbering up 
the street. Crane-beams swing out on the 
fifty-story level or higher. Husky cables 
lower to the truck from which is lifted to 
the dizzying height beams and girders of 
odd shapes and sizes, to be fitted into place 
with an accuracy of union most amazing. 

Rivet holes line up within a_hair’s- 
breadth, red hot rivets are hammered home 
and the new piece becomes a permanent 
part of the skeleton being raised. 

Now, it’s not the height of the building, 
not the roar of the rivet hammer, not the 
size or shape of the newly-affixed section, 
which interests me quite so much as the 
fact that this new building in a stage of 
partial construction has already been built 
in every minutest detail, even before its 
‘building is started, and that in the little 
mind of man. So carefully has that mind 
considered the problems of the work that 
it has given instructions to a mill, pos- 
sibly five hundred miles from the building 
site and with nothing more than those in- 
structions the mill has built the various 
units with such accuracy that in assembly 
they fit together with marvelous nicety and 
precision. 

The building of a Church paper is after 
the same manner of construction, at least 
theoretically. I have just returned from 
the annual editorial conference of the 
Religious Press at Washington, where 
‘gather, yearly, the editors of the denomi- 
mational and undenominational papers 
which go to make up the Religious Press. 
‘There, in convention, are discussed many 
of the endless problems attending the man- 
ufacture, if you please, of those Church 
~papers you find on your study table and 
~which furnish you with an unending store 
-of inspiration and help for your work. 


No one, unfamiliar with the details of 
publishing a magazine, has any conception 
of the difficulties and perplexities involved. 
We are so prone to see a magazine as a 
magazine only, rather than as the fruit of 
earnest, consecrated and constant editorial 
effort it is. Back of each issue you see 
-are laboring human beings, giving of their 
lives that your work and your cause may 
be strengthened. Could you but sit in one 
of those meetings or two and hear with 
‘me the editors discussing matters of vital 
importance to both you and to them, as 
related to your papers, could you reason 
with them on the matter of how best make 
the paper serve its Church and its sub- 
‘scribers, could you get a glimpse of that 
boundless zeal which is theirs in their 
work, could you see your paper as a vital, 
living factor in the advancement of the 
Kingdom, I believe you would be eager to 
add your bit of suggestion, advice, encour- 
agement, which is what they want. 


Learn to appreciate your Church paper. 
Help your people to appreciate its strength 
and quality, and above all else, be willing 
and glad to go to any end in cooperating 
with your denominational paper in the 
home of every one of your members, for 
you must know that your paper is your 
ally, thatit strengthens your position, that 
it releases you from labors you find im- 
perative without the help your paper can 
render you and your parish. Two voices 
acclaiming glad Hosannahs are better than 
one. Subscribe for your denominational 
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papers and see that your people subscribe. 
Your duty, your privilege is no less than 
that. 


INCARNATING INTERNATIONAL 
GOODWILL 


Those who have had the good fortune to 
see at first-hand something of the merciful 
and constructive work of Near East Relief 
know how magnificent an expression it is 
of the heart of the American people. They 
know, too, that the self-giving service of 
the Near East Relief workers has done far 
more than save ‘hundreds of thousands of 
lives—that it has been a living witness of 
the highest side of American life and a 
bond of enduring friendship between our 
country and other peoples. 

Those who have not had the privilege 
of seeing all this with their own eyes can 
gain a picture of it from a recent event 
in Greece. When Christopher C. Thurber, 
director of Near East Relief in that coun- 
try, died in Athens on May 31, it would 
hardly be an exaggeration to say that the 
Greek people as a whole went into mourn- 
ing. The government declared for him the 
office honors due to a general and pro- 
claimed him “a precious collaborator and 
a great friend of Greece.” The funeral, 
according to a despatch from Athens, con- 
stituted the most impressive tribute ever 
paid to a foreigner by both the Church and 
the State. The government was repre- 
sented by three cabinet members; the 
Greek Church, by the archbishop and sey- 
eral bishops; the American government by 
the minister, Robert P. Skinner. More 
moving still, there was an enormous at- 
tendance of refugee children and adults 
whose lives had been touched by Mr. Thur- 
ber’s work. 

Of C. C. Thurber, and of the goodly fel- 
lowship of others who in missionary or 
relief work have given themselves in 
Christ-like service in other lands, we may 
truly say what Kipling said in his song 
in praise of famous men: 


“And their work continueth, 
Broad and deep continueth, 
Greater than their knowing.” 


Federal Council Bulletin. 


A MORE EXCELLENT WAY 


It is the Life Annuity Bond way. Let 
us explain it. A Life Annuity Bond is an 
insurance policy turned around. In life 
insurance you pay small amounts for many 
years and the large amount is paid at 
death. In a Life Annuity Bond, you pay 
a large amount once and receive an in- 
come from that during the remaining years 
of your life; or you may have the pay- 
ments continue to a son or daughter or 
friend. A person who desires a sure in- 
come for life and also desires to have his 
property perform a great and good work 
after he no longer needs it, will take an 
Annuity Bond. 

If you invest your money with the Board 
of Ministerial Relief, of which Rev. Eu- 
gene L. McLean, D. D., 1505 Race Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa., is the treasurer, you 
will receive a fixed income for life and 
after that the income will go to care for 
our aged ministers and widows. 

Life Annuity Bonds pay a higher rate of 
interest than other bonds, because the 
claim ends with the death of the annui- 
tant. The rate of interest is determined 
by the age of the annuitant. The income 
of the bond may go to a son or daughter 
for life. In that case, the rate of inter- 
est is based on the age of the younger per- 
son. This is the safest form of investment 
because back of each bond is the Pension 
Fund of more than one million dollars, 
carefully invested in the very highest 
grade securities. 

We speak of the millions now held by 
great life insurance companies. If our 
people would invest their money in annu- 
ity bonds, this great sum would now be 
used for the extension of God’s Kingdom. 
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You can invest your money in Annuity 
Bonds with any of the Boards of our 
Church, but while we are completing the 
Pension Fund for our aged ministers and 
widows, we are especially anxious that 
you keep the Board of Ministerial Relief 
in mind. Write and let us know just how 
much money you wish to invest in Annuity 
Bonds. Get started before the end of the 
year. For further information address J. 
W. Meminger, Secretary. 


MEETING OF THE JUNIATA CLASSIS 
—POTOMAC SYNOD 


Juniata Classis met on Monday evening, 
Feb. 23, 1931, at Christ Church, Altoona, 
Pa. The regular meeting of Classis was 
preceded by a Spiritual Retreat which 
opened at the same place Monday morning 
at 10 o’clock. Devotions were conducted 
by the Rey. Victor Steinberg, of Martins- 
burg, and a sermon was preached on the 
subject, “Jesus Dealing with Sinners,” by 
the Rev. N. 8S. Greenawalt, of Saxton. 
Preparatory services were then conducted 
by the Rev. O. H. Sensenig, now of Alex- 
andria. 

At the afternoon session devotions were 
conducted by the Rey. C. G. Scheffy, of 
MeConnellstown, and a paper on the sub- 
ject “Psychiatry and the Ministry” was 
read by the Rey. W. E. Reifsnyder, of 
Altoona. There was much interested dis- 
cussion of this paper which was finally 
summed up by the Rev. H. D. McKeehan, 
of Huntingdon. It was considered a splen- 
did spiritual retreat, and a practical out- 
growth was the decision to revive the old 
Reformed Ministerium of Juniata Classis 
and continue the study of this subject of 
Psychiatry and the Ministry. 

Classis opened in the evening with Altar 
services and Holy Communion conducted 
by the Rev. J. M. Runkle, H. D. McKeehan 
and J. Albert Eyler, and a sermon by the 
retiring president, the Rev. C. D. Rockel, 
the pastor loci. This sermon, “A Church 
for the Times,” was so well receivéd that 
at a later meeting of Classis it was decid- 
ed to ask that the “Messenger” publish it. 
Classis was called to order by prayer and 
the election of officers conducted. The 
Rey. David J. Ely, of Mann’s Choice, was 
elected president; Elder William R. Paul, 
of Christ Church, Altoona, vice-president; 
the Rev. O. H. Sensenig was re-elected 
stated clerk; the Rev. Dr. J. A. Eyler re- 
elected treasurer (at a later session); and 
the Rey. C. Earl Gardner, of Roaring 
Springs, was elected corresponding secre- 
tary. : 

Sessions lasted until Tuesday afternoon. 
Only those items relating to the work of 
the local Churches were considered, thus 
allowing an early adjournment. The Al- 
toona papers gave the sessions much pub- 
licity. The fall meeting will be held in 
St. Mark’s Church of the St. Clairsville 
Charge on Monday, Noy. 9, at 9.30 A. M. 


R. J. H. 


THE GOTHIC BIBLE 
Thomas S. Stein 


Arianism was an early heresy in the 
Church. The presbyter, Arius, maintained 
that Christ was indeed a superangelie be- 
ing, incomparably superior to all other 
creatures. Yet, since He was begotten of 
the Father, He was not, and could not be 
His equal in being. The creature could not’ 
be equal to the Creator. This doctrine 
was condemned as heretical by the Council 
of Nicea in 325, and the deity of Christ. 
affirmed. ‘ 

Among the German tribes the Goths’ 
were the first to accept Arianism; subse- 
quently the Lombards and the Heruli also 
became adherents. : 

Ulfilas (Gothic Wulfilas, German Wolf- 
chen) was born in the year 311, the son of! 
an Arian Christian family, originally liv- 
ing in Cappadocia. The family was taken 


captive by Visigoths (Western Goths). 
Ulfilas received an ecclesiastical trai = 
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and proved himself worthy of it. He was 
versed in three languages, Gothic, Latin, 
and Greek. 

In 341 he became bishop of the Visi- 
goths. They were dwelling at that time 
north of the lower Danube. Because of 
the bloody persecutions of a heathen 
Gothic king, Athanarich by name, Ulfilas, 
with a large following of Christian Goths, 
fled south across the Danube into Moesin, 
now Bulgaria. Here he devoted his time to 
translating the Greek Bible into Gothic. 
In 881 he died while in Constantinople, 
whither he had gone to defend the Arian 
doctrine before a Synod. 

His translation of the Bible was under- 
taken in order to give his people the Word 
of God as a permanent possession. In do- 
ing so he is said to have omitted the 
Books of the Kings, because he did not 
wish to encourage his people in the prac- 
tice of war, to which they were addicted 
as a nation. 

The translation of the Bible into Gothie 
was no slight task, for in that early age 
the Goths had no literary alphabet. They 
had a set of arbitrary characters called 
runes. These were inscribed as beechen 
rods (Buchstabe) and were used in divina- 
tion and sorcery. Thus before Ulfilas 
could translate the Bible, he had to create 
a new alphabet, which he did, using as a 
basis the native Gothic runes, the Latin 
and the Greek letters. The result of his 
work was a noteworthy volume. His work 
was the first German prose, as the previous 
literary productions were in the form of 
poetry (oral), consisting chiefly of songs 
in honor of their gods and heroes. The 
Ulfilas Bible being the oldest literary pro- 
duction of a Teutonic language, Grimm 
and Bopp, the famous German philologists, 
made it the basis of their work on com- 
parative grammar of the Teutonic tongues. 

After the Ostrogothie kingdom (Eastern 
Goths) collapsed in Italy (533) and the 
Visigothic rule was overthrown in Spain 
(711) the Gothie Bible gradually disap- 
peared and afterwards was entirely for- 
gotten. The Goths as a people vanished, 
being absorbed by other tribes. 

Only a few MSS of the Gothie Bible are 
extant. The finest one, containing the four 
Gospels, is in the possession of the Uni- 
versity of Upsala, Sweden. It is written in 
gold and silver letters on purple parch- 
ment. There were originally 320 leaves, 
but now only 167 remain. The MS was 
discovered in a convent on the Ruhr, Rus- 
sia, in 1550. 

We append two opinions of the import- 
ance of the Ulfilas Bible. Both are of 
prominent historians of literature. 

“It was a pregnant, a truly sacred hour, 
when the Moses of the Goths, in his cell, 
which perhaps stood in the shade of an 
oak consecrated to Donar, transferred the 
Lord’s Prayer from the Greek primitive 
text to the Gothic, as follows: 

Atta unsur, thu in himinam, veihnai 
namo thein, qvimai thindinassus theins; 
vairthai vilja theins, sve in himinam 
Jah ana airthai; hlaif unserana thana 
sinteinan, gif uns himma daga; Jah aflet 
uns, thatri skulans sijaima, svasve jah 
veisafletam thaim skulam unseraim; jah 
ni briggais uns in fraistubnjai, ak lausei 
uns of thamma ubilin; unte theina ist 
thindangardi jah mahte, ja vulthus in 
aivins. Amen. 

Only with use of written language does 
higher civilization take hold of a people, 
and therefore the Bible of Ulfilas marks 
this epoch of German culture.” (Johannes 
Scherr, 1817-1886.) 

“The highest which the decaying Roman 
world knew in the spiritual sphere was 
Christianity. What the possession of Rome 
meant in the political sphere, that the pos- 
session of the Bible meant in the religious 
sphere. And this Ulfilas brought about for 
the Visigoths by strokes of the pen. The 
Gothie Bible stands in the midst of our 
civilization as a sanctuary, erected and 
honored, present and imperishable.” (Wil- 
helm Scherer, 1841-1866.) 
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THE CROSS OF CHRIST 
By Carter Helm Jones, D.D. 


The Cross of the Christian is the most 
tremendous fact in-all the world! The 
question I raise is this: Is it not high 
time we Christians, practicing the most 
beautiful Christian charity, practicing with 
a glorious self-sacrificing love that shall 
carry the message of love divine to all the 
sons of men, and shall patiently lead them 
from error—is it not time that we shall 
begin to draw lines afresh and understand 
what Christianity is and what it is not? 
We all have looked upon the Cross, and we 
all adore Him Who hangs there, and we 
all know in our minds, and as we are 
assured in the testimonies indisputable, 
that He is the Christ, the Son of the Liv- 
ing God. But is it not time that we 
shall question that spurious charity that 
recognizes all religions and makes allow- 
ance for Christianity that has no use for 
a Cross, that does not believe in sin, and 
that denies the existence of suffering? I 
say it with kindness, it is not a question 
of intolerance, it is not a question of 
bigotry. It is a question of the very ex- 
istence of faith itself, whether it shall be 
evaporated and dissipated into the mere 
mists of sentimentality, or whether Jesus 
Christ shall have died in vain, and whether 
the Cross shall become a mere figure of 
speech. I will allow physical scientists to 
question the right of Christian Scientists 
to call themselves “Scientists,” but I chal- 
lenge the right of Christian Science to call 
itself “Christian,’ when it ignores the 
Cross of Jesus Christ, and says that He 
did not suffer, or that His suffering was a 
“mortal error” into which He had fallen. 
“For it became Him, for whom are all 
things, and through Whom are all things, 
to make the author of salvation perfect 
through sufferings.” And, again, “Though 
He was a Son, yet He learned obedience 
by the things that He suffered.” And I 
gladly climb as near as my slow-footed 
faith can climb to the sun-kissed, God- 
brightened height with Paul, and ery as 
my highest ambition “That I may know 
Him, and the power of His resurrection 
and the fellowship of His sufferings.” 
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Answers Fitted While You Wait 
By DR. W. EDWARD RAFFETY 


Professor of Religious Education, 


Redlands, California 


University of Redlands 


Problem: At our workers’ conference last 
month, we were greatly helped by the 
personality tests which the Problem Shop 
offered to our teachers. Our officers also 
were very much interested. We thought 
we would like to continue this study, and 
will if you can give us something else 
along this line, for this is what we feel 
we need in our Church School. 

Answer: When Church School teachers and 
other officials are so thoroughly interest- 
ed in improving themselves, it certainly 
is a pleasure for this Shop-keeper to pre- 
sent additional material for use in the 
March workers’ conference. Ever since 
this shop opened, it has been our sincere 
desire to give practical help on the 
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Church School problems which are of 
vital concern to pastors, superintendents, 
all officers and teachers. We will pre- 
sent our message this time under the 
title of 


The Enriched Personal Life of 
Church School Teachers 


Running the mind back over the per- 
sonality tests offered last month, which in 
reality suggest traits of character which 
seem to be desirable, after all, the question 
is, do I, as a Church School teacher, really 
want to have an enriched personal life for 
the sake of the joy and efficiency such en- 
richment will bring to myself, and for the 
sake of sharing the more abundant life 
with my pupils? 

Every Church School teacher is a trustee, 
chosen by the Church School, in reality 
by the Church, to share religious truth and 
experience with the Church’s children, or 
young people, or adults. Teachers may be 
chosen in several ways. The best plan 
seems to be for the department principal, 
knowing of a vacancy or need, to look 
about for some one to fill the place. It is 
the writer’s own judgment that each prin- 
cipal, taking the initiative, should confer 
with the Church School superintendent or 
director of Religious Education, and pos- 
sibly with the pastor before the prospec: 
tive teacher actually is approached. This 
need not delay matters long, and is the 
wisest procedure where a permanent teach- 
er is sought. We have known of several 
instances where there was wisdom in coun- 
sel. In two or three cases which quickly 
come to mind, either the superintendent or 
pastor knew good reasons why the person 
should not be asked. The department prin- 
cipal was grateful for being saved from 
what would have been a serious blunder. 


Whoever is chosen, even after such cau- 
tion, becomes at once, in the very accept- 
ance, a steward who should feel the re- 
sponsibility and prayerfully get ready for 
the most efficient service. Leadership 
training, now so accessible, will be a part 
of the preparation. This can be secured 
through a local Church class, or in com- 
munity training school, or even by corre- 
spondence. All of which is important, but 
at this time we are concerned with the 
teacher’s earnest desire to have an en- 
riched personal life, for as we all know, 
and it is trite to say it, the life counts for 


22 REFORMED 


more than the lesson, especially with cer- 
tain age groups. 

We wonder after all if any teacher in 
any school can greatly improve on the 
message concerning the way Jesus grew. 
To want an enriched life is to put one into 
the path of a progressive, consistent 
growth. Jesus grew, as we must all grow, 
mentally, physically, spiritually, and so- 
cially. No matter what order we may 
think of these well known areas of the 
personal life, the complete life is a four- 
fold one. For a Church School teacher to 
offer to his class a segmental, incomplete 
life is a teacher-tragedy. Workers with 
youth in Churches, Y. M. C. A., and Y. W. 
C. A. have long used this scheme to make 
their programs of growth specific and scien- 
tific. It is a simple yet compelling chal- 
lenge, and how significant! Is not this the 
way Jesus grew? That at once gives it 
supremacy over all other appeals. 

Let each one of us as a Church School 
teacher ask himself honestly, thoughtfully, 
prayerfully, Do I really want to grow? 
Have I the capacity to grow? And am I 
really willing to pay the price of sub- 
stantial growth? Do I want to have the 
enriched personal life so that my “life” 
investment in my business of teacher-pupil 
sharing may be the most satisfactory? Do 
I really believe that in the class room fel- 
lowship with my pupils and in my through- 
the-week contacts with them that my own 
life counts very often for more than the 
truth I try to share with them in some 
well chosen course of study? 

Children and young people especially, 
with keen discernment of best teaching 
procedures, fresh from a week of stand- 
cardized public school methods, are pain- 
fully aware of incompetency or indiffer- 
ence on the part of a Church School teach- 
er. They, however, may be courteously 
tolerant along these lines, but we cannot 
expect them to excuse in their Church 
School teacher an indifference to fine Chris- 
tian character. This they appreciate in 
any leader; this they expect in full meas- 
ure in the Church School teacher. 


The Fourfold Enrichment 


A great leader of students in a confer- 
ence with college men, recently made the 
following valuable statements, which seem 
also applicable to Church School teachers, 
I do not know of a better presentation. 
It is a compact, yet comprehensive, setting 
forth of expert counsel. 

For the enrichment of one’s hfe men- 
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Miss Keller reading St. John 1:4 from a 
Braille Bible: ‘In him was life; and the 
life was the light of men.” 
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tally, I would emphasize the following 
practices: (1) The reading thoughtfully 
each year ot at least one of the really 
great books of the world. The number of 
such works is not as numerous as is often 
supposed. (2) The writing each year of 
at least one paper on a subject calling for 
original research and original preparation. 
(3) The teaching of a class in some subject 
necessitating thorough study and mastery 
of the subject. (4) The development of 
the habit of meditation or reflection. (5) 
The going apart each year for a period of 
two weeks or more, if possible, for hard 
study, preferably under the guidance of 
some inspiring teacher who stands for the 
most thorough processes, 

For the enrichment of one’s life physic- 
ally, I would counsel the following: (1) 
The taking of an unhurried vacation of one 
month each year away from all suggestions 
of one’s ordinary work or e¢alling. This 
should preferably be next to the heart of 
nature, (2) The habit of keeping on the 
average one day in seven for physical rest. 
(3) The habit of working without nervous 
tension or strain. (4) Some simple form 
of setting-up exercises persistently followed 
day by day. 

For the enrichment of one’s life socially, 
I would recommend: (1) That the worker 
cultivate friendships among a few persons 
of entirely different callings from that fol- 
lowed by himself. (2) The mingling with 
the best social circles to which one may 
have access. (3) Having as an intimate 
friend some wise social mentor to whom 
one may turn from time to time to obtain 
light on delicate yet important questions 
of social conduct or procedure. 

To enrich one’s life spiritually, I con- 
sider the following essential: (1) The ob- 
servance of the morning watch—that is, 
the beginning of every day with unhurried 
meditation upon the Word of God and with 
prayer. (2) The habit of ejaculatory 
prayer. By this, I mean the habit of look- 
ing to God many, many times each day as 
difficulties, situations, calling for decision 
and other opportunities present themselves. 
(3) The acquiring of the habit of remind- 
ing onself under all circumstances of the 
presence of God. (4) The reading and re- 


reading again and again of the great his- 
torical books of devotion, such as: The 
Practice of the Presence of God, Pilgrim’s 
Progress, and the Imitation of Christ, not 
to mention modern works. 
stant reading of Christian biography. 


(5) The con- 
(6) 


Good News for the Blind 


The American Bible Society is happy to 
announce that embossed volumes of the 
Bible for the blind may now be had in all 
systems at the special price of twenty-five 
cents a volume instead of at the former 
price of fifty cents. Thus the whole Bible 
in revised Braille, consisting of twenty 
volumes, may now be secured for $5 (the 
manufacturing cost is $47). The 58 vol- 
umes of the Bible in Moon, the system 
used by older persons whose finger tips are 
losing their sensitiveness, can be purchased 
for $14.50 (the manufacturing cost is about 
$225). The new price of 25 cents a vol- 
ume applies only where the purchase is 
made by or for a blind individual. The 
difference between the selling price and 
the substantially greater cost price is met 
by designated gifts contributed to the 
American Bible Society. Such offerings 
enabled the American Bible Society last 
year to place in the hands of the blind 
over 4,000 volumes in Braille and other 
suitable systems. 
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The losing of oneself in the service of those 
who are in special need. 

This very thorough-going advice from 
one of the great thinkers and leaders of 
Christian men surely should find warm wel- 
come and sincere appreciation at a Church 
School workers’ conference, 

A full hour will be all too short to give 
adequate consideration to all of the points 
emphasized. What a stimulating hour it 
will be! Such a conference might well 
close with a period of silent prayer, a 
prayer of dedication to Jesus Christ, great 
Teacher and Leader of us all. 
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Woman’s Missionary 


Society News 


Mrs. Edwin W. Lentz, Editor 
311 Market St., Bangor, Pa. 


Thirty-fifth Anniversary. The W. M. S., 
First Church, Schuylkill Haven, Pa., the 
Rev. John L. Herbster, pastor, observed 
its 35th anniversary with an approprite 
program. Organized during the pastorate 
of the late W. Donat by Miss Carrie Butz, 
the Society from its beginning held a high 
ideal of service. This has been maintained 
and developed during the years. As a part 
of the anniversary program, the president, 
Mrs. George W. Butz, gave an interesting 
resume of its history. The present member- 
ship of 40 includes 12 of the charter mem- 
bers. The average attendance at the monthly 
meetings is 75%. There are no stipulated 
“dues.” The members contribute volun- 
tarily to the support of the budget and all 
other projects. The Society always meets 
its obligations and for many years it has 
been on the Honor Roll of Front Line 
Societies. A large Reading Circle is being 
conducted. A number of the members will 
receive Reading ‘Course diplomas. The 
Society exerts a fine influence in the con- 
gregation both in spiritual and financial 
assistance. Congratulations! 


Where the G. M. G. Led Off. The gen- 
eral secretary, Miss Ruth Heinmiller, is 
enthusiastic over the co-operation of the 
Girls’ Missionary Guilds in accepting her 
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Totally blind, reading with the tips of 
the fingers from one volume of a 
Braille Bible 
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Suggestion to sponsor World Day of Prayer 
Services for Young People where no other 
organization was doing it. From two 
strongholds of the Reformed Church in the 
East, word has reached us of good G. M. G. 
service. Mrs. Claude Kleekner, Classical 
Guild Secretary, writes: “In Allentown we 
had a Young People’s World Day of 
Prayer Service, Friday evening, April 20, 
in St. Andrew’s Church. The Christian 
Endeavor Societies of the various Churches 
were invited to take part. The St. An- 
drew’s Guild presented a pageant and the 
Sextette from the African M. E. Chureh 
gave musical numbers.” 


In Reading, under the supervision of 
the Classical secretary, Mrs. Walter 
Kuntze, Guilds from eight Churches united 
in the World Day of Prayer Service in St. 
John’s Church with Miss Mildred Schnabel, 
president of the hostess Guild, presiding. 
Preceding the service a Fellowship Supper 
was held at the Y. W. C. A. Thirty girls 
attended the supper, more than twice that 
mumber attended the later service. 


Congresses. Reports of Congresses con- 
tinue to bring enthusiastic accounts of the 
fine addresses and good attendance. It will 
be interesting to see the complete report, 
when names of speakers, attendance and 
special features will all be listed. Be- 
cause of a similiarity in the events, we will 
list only a few more in this column and 
leave all others for the final report. At 
Oak Lane, the addresses were made by 
Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer and Miss Greta 
Hinkle, with the challenge by the presid- 
ing officer, Mrs. Elmer Leiphart. At 
Friedensville, one of the two Congresses 
in Tohickon Classis, the Rev. H. J. Lein- 
bach of Quakertown, and Mrs. David A. 
Miller gave the addresses, The attendance 
was 297—one of the largest conferences 
reported. Mrs. Annetta H. Winter and 
Rev. E. B. Jacobs spoke of the well at- 
tended Congress at Prospect, Ohio. To be 
able to speak first-hand of the “Fruits of 
Christian Fellowship” in China and in 
Japan gives an authoritative appeal. This 
is the advantage Mrs. Winters has when 
she makes a missionary address. 


This Was Pioneering. Up to this year, 
the W. M. 8S. of St. Paul’s, Mt. Crawford, 
Va., was the only missionary group in that 
section of the country to observe the World 
Day of Prayer. This year the earnest group 
of missionary women decided to get over 
to other denominations the idea of “inter- 
denominational.” Posters, announcements, 
newspaper items, personal invitations, 
every available form of publicity was used 
to this end. The result was a union meet- 
ing with Methodists, Lutheran and Presby- 
terians participating. To the group which 
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had observed the day alone, this interest 
of everyone was most gratifying. 


The Loyal Temperance Legion at Bethel. 
“Here she comes!” At this exclamation 
there is a dash toward the leader who has 
just been discovered approaching Bethl Re- 
formed Community Center, for no matter 
how early on Saturday morning the lead- 
ers arrive on the scene, there is already a 
group of children at the door, waiting to 
come into the room for their Loyal Tem- 
perance Legion meetings. In a surprising- 
ly short time, however, quiet is secured and 
the songs are begun. You should hear them 
sing “Aleohol Must Go!”, “My Country ’Tis 
of Thee” and “Onward Christian Soldiers” 
—chief aims of this group—Temperance, 
Patriotism, and Religious Life. When the 
time comes to choose the ones to hold the 
flag, there is eager excitement among the 
children, for all appreciate the privilege of 


holding the flag during the pledges. Now 
for the story period—a real treat. Who 
doesn’t appreciate a good story? Well, 


these children do! These stories deal with 
various subjects — temperance, patriotism, 
kindness to animals as well as to human 
beings, high moral standards—in fact, to 
anything that deals with the best in life. 

Sometimes the children have a chance 
to tell stories, or to give some of their own 
experiences dealing with the subject of the 
meeting. Many of these children come 
from Italian homes where wine is served 
every meal. Most of the parents come di- 
rectly from Italy, where a meal is not 
complete without this alcoholic drink. 
Habit is strong, and sudden change in the 
use of drink is hard. Since Prohibition 
has come to our country, the schools have 
put less emphasis on information concern- 
ing dangers of alcohol. But these, our chil- 
dren, are learning of the dangers of alcohol 
here at Bethel, and we hope are using their 
influence against the use of such drinks in 
their homes. We can’t expect too sudden 
changes—probably in many of these homes, 
the children can do little else than refuse 
to drink wine. But when these children 
grow up, and have their own homes, the 
lessons learned at our L. T. L. will show 
greater results. We sincerely hope that 
the other ideals emphasized in our L, T. L. 
will have even greater and more immediate 
results. With God’s help, we expect great 
things to happen, though visual results may 
be slow and we must have patience. 


Matilda Cook. 


MASSANUTTEN ACADEMY 


Now and then the Headmaster gets a 
letter from some member of the Reformed 
Church stating that he or she didn’t know 
the Reformed Church has a school in Vir- 
ginia. In fact a prominent member of the 
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Church in Pittsburgh enrolled his son late 
in summer, and was surprised to learn that 
he had enrolled him in a school of his own 
Church. So we find it well to say occa- 
sionally that Massanutten Academy is the 
youngest of the educational institutions of 
the Church, and was established in 1899 
by the Virginia Classis. In these 32 years 
it has trained in part over 1,200 students 
for the colleges and universities, others 
for other goals, or the immediate task of 
making a living. Step by step it has forged 
ahead until today it has a splendidly 
equipped plant and anticipates soon to 
complete the dream for a 200 boy school. 

At a recent meeting of the Board, Rev. 
Dr. Harry Nelson Bassler, of Westminster, 
Md., was elected to membership. 

Action was taken also anticipating the 
creation of a memorial fund, from the sale 
of the Lichliter Homestead, one of the 
few valuable undeveloped properties on the 
main street of Woodstock. This property, 
consisting of a house, and a lot 150 by 
220, was deeded to the Trustees of Mas- 
sanutten Academy by the Rey. and Mrs. 
George A. Whitmore and daughter, Miss 
Ethel Whitmore, Lancaster, Pa., thus carry- 
ing out the expressed wish of the Rev. Wm. 
F. Lichliter (dec’d), a brother of Mrs. 
Whitmore. It is a corner lot, one square 
from the center of the town, and will make 
a fit location for a worthy enterprise some 
day. The institution was glad to be re- 
membered in this way and will aim to in- 
vest the memorial fittingly, thus carrying 
on through the future the good works of a 
splendid Reformed family. 

Massanutten is having a good year. The 
enrollment is normal and the activities of 
the term have been most interesting, The 
administration has no reason for feeling 
other than encouraged, despite the so- 
called depression and drought, which latter 
hit the Shenandoah Valley a hard blow. 
Even yet there has been little rain in or 
around Woodstock for over twelve months. 
But we live in hope and faith. 


The Senior Class numbers 25 boys, who 
will be ushered out into the larger educa- 
tional field by June 1. Dr. Paul S. Lein- 
bach, editor, will be the guest of honor at 
Commencement and will deliver the sermon 
to the students on May 31. 

In the annual debate between the Jef- 
ferson and Poe Societies, the event of the 
greatest spirit during the year, the Poes 
won, for the 15th time out of 26 debates. 
The team consisted of Melville Levan, N. 
Y.; Nelson Lansdale, Frederick, Md.; Wil- 
son Caskey, Martinsburg, W. Va., and 
Warren Hartman, Reading, Pa. Dr. Kresge, 
of Franklin and Marshall College, was one 
of the judges. He also addressed the stu- 
dents in chapel at the services on the fol- 
lowing Sunday. 


HOME AND YOUNG FOLKS 
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Junior Sermon 


‘By the Rev. Thomas W. Dickert, D.D. 


THE HUMILIATION OF JESUS 


‘Text, Philippians 2:8, “He humbled him- 
self, becoming obedient even unto death, 
yea, the death of the cross.” 


There is a difference between humility 
‘and humiliation. Humility is a virtue 
which one has and exercises. Humiliation 
is treatment which one receives from 
others. Humility is willingness to take a 
lower place than might be our due. Hu- 
miliation means to be debased, or reduced 


to a lower position in one’s own eyes, or 
in the eyes of others, than one deserves. 

St. Luke records a parable which Jesus 
spoke to those who were bidden to a feast, 
when He marked how they chose the chief 
seats. He said, “When thou art bidden 
of any man to a marriage feast, sit not 
down in the chief seat; lest haply a more 
honorable man than thou be bidden of 
him, and he that bade thee and him shall 
come and say to thee, ‘Give this man 
place’; and then thou shalt begin with 
shame to take the lowest place. But when 
thou art bidden, go and sit down in the 
lowest place; that when he that hath bid- 
den thee cometh, he may say to thee, 
‘Friend, go up higher’; then shalt thou 
have glory in the presence of all that sit 
at meat with thee. For every one that 
exalteth himself shall be humbled; and he 


that humbleth himself shall be exalted.” 

This parable brings out the fine distine- 
tion between humiliation and humility. 
The guest who puts himself forward and 
takes the chief seat is humiliated when he 
is asked to give up the place and begins 
with shame to take the lowest place. That 
is an example of humiliation. But he that 
sits down in the lowest place exercises the 
virtue of humility, and is afterward pro- 
moted to a higher place, and is honored by 
all who sit at meat with him. 

Jesus humbled Himself, but the Jews 
humiliated Him, and God exalted Him. It 
is well for us to keep in mind what St. 
Paul tells us in the paragraph from which 
our text is taken: “If there is therefore 
any exhortation in Christ, if any consola- 
tion of love, if any fellowship of the 
Spirit, if any tender mercies and compas- 
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sions, make full my joy, that ye be of the 
same mind, having the same love, being of 
one accord, of one mind; doing nothing 
through faction or through vain-glory, but 
in lowliness of mind each counting other 
better than himself; not looking each of 


you to his own things, but each of you 
also to the things of others. Have this 
mind in you which was also in Christ 
Jesus: who, existing in the form of God, 


counted not the being on an equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 
himself, taking the form of a servant, he- 
ing made in the likeness of men; and being 


found in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself, becoming obedient even unto 
death, yea, the death of the cross. Where- 


fore also God highly exalted him, and gave 
unto him the name which is above every 
name; that in the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of things in heaven and 
things on earth and things under the earth, 
and that every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father.” 

Here we see the humility of Jesus 
brought out more strongly than anywhere 
else in the New Testament. His spirit of 
humility made it possible for the Jews and 
the Romans to humiliate Him. 

In the story which St. Luke records in 
the eighth chapter of the Acts, of the 
Ethiopian eunuch who was riding along in 
his chariot reading the prophet Isaiah, to 
whom Philip was directed to go and ex- 
plain the Scriptures to him, we have a quo- 
tation from the Old Testament which 
bears upon the humiliation of Jesus. This 
is the only place in the Bible where the 
word “humiliation” is used. Philip was 
reading the passage in the fifty-third chap- 
ter of ‘Isaiah, which St. Luke puts into She 
form of poetry and translates as follows 


“He was led as a sheep to the ea: 
And asa lamb before his shearers is dumh, 
So he opened not his mouth: 

In his humiliation his judgment was taken 
away: 

His generation who shall declare? 

For his life is taken from the earth.” 


For the sake of comparison, and to quote 
an additional verse which brings out Jesus’ 
humiliation more fully, I will quote the 
passage as it is found in Isaiah 53:7-9, in 
the American Standard Version: 

“He was oppressed, yet when he was af- 
flicted he opened not his mouth; as a lamb 
that is led to the slaughter, and as a sheep 
that before its shearers is dumb, so he 
opened not his mouth. By oppression and 
judgment he was taken away; and as for 
his generation, who among them considered 


that he was cut off out of the land of 
the living for the transgression of my 
people to whom the stroke was due? And 


they made his grave with the wicked, and 
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with a rich man in his death; although he 
had done no violence, neither was any de- 
ceit in his mouth.” 

Now all this humiliation was possible 
only because Jesus humbled Himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross. 

You remember the sequel to the story as 
recorded by St. Luke. 
an angel, ran after the chariot of the 
Ethiopian eunuch and asked him, “Under- 
standeth thou what thou readest?” And 
the eunuch answered, “How can I, except 
some one shall guide me?” And he asked 
Philip to come up into the chariot and sit 
with him, And Philip opened his mouth, 
and beginning from this scripture, preach- 
ed unto him Jesus. The eunuch was con- 
verted and Philip baptized him, and he 
went on his way rejoicing. 

Thousands of converts have been made 
in the same way, by being impressed with 
the wonderful love of Jesus, which made 
Him willing to humble Himself for our 
sakes and to submit to the humiliation 
which He suffered, going to the very 
depths of suffering and shame that He 
might lift us up to a state of blessedness 
and peace. 

It is said that a young minister who was 
sent to a modest country Church, as he 
looked over his poorly elad, illiterate audi- 
ence, could not help saying to himself, 
“Dear me, what a dreadful thing to have 
to bury my talents here for any great 
length of time!” He lacked the spirit of 
humility, but before the service was over 
he had to suffer humiliation. At the close 
of the sermon, an old deacon offered a 
prayer. He asked the Lord that this inex- 
perienced and unprofitable young minister 
might improve and become so proficient 
that in time he would be worthy of remain- 
ing as the permanent pastor of the Church. 
By practicing a little humility he might 
have been spared this humiliation. 

There is a beautiful legend that long 
ago the flowers were assigned by the 
Creator the places where they were to live 
and grow. Bands of buttercups trooped 
in yellow waves to the meadows, the silent 
lily’s pallid cheek was pressed close to the 
heaving breast of the water. Everywhere 
bright-winged flowers took up their sta- 
tions on the waiting earth—everywhere ex- 
cept on the lonely hills. Then He who 
named their places asked softly, “Who will 
be content to dwell in these barren spots?” 
A shy, unheeded blossom answered, 
“Where’er Thou sendeth me I will abide.” 
Then said the Creator, “Thy race shall be 
forever blessed, because thou art content 
with a lowly place.” And still on the tiny 
coral-tinted flower that blessing abides. 
Every spring many people eagerly search 
the hillsides for the fragrant blossoms of 
the humble little trailing arbutus. 


Philip, directed by , 


ARNOLD BENNETT ON STRONG 
DRINK 


Mr. Arnold Bennett, the fanious novel- 
ist, has contributed the following to the 
literature sent to British clergymen in con- 


nection with Temperance Sunday: “I look 
among my acquaintances in various 
spheres of business, literature, the stage, 
bar, politics, and I see everywhere men 


whose lives are obviously clouded and their 
careers imperiled by continued indulgence 
in aleohol, and I would say further that 
the decent majority of people who drink 
anything at all would be far more inter- 
esting companions, more lovable helpmates, 
more efficient citizens, if they cut down 
their consumption by one-half. The ma- 
jority of them would gladly do this, but 
cannot of their own accord; they simply 
can’t. Are the majority of drinkers slaves 
to alcohol in the sense that it controls 
them more than they can control it? They 
are.” 

In the face of such testimony, we should 
thank God every day that in America the 
saloon is an outlaw. 


The Amateur Typist Writes: 


My tOWn haS aN OffiCE bUiDinG 
whICh toWers OvER All oTheR buiLDinGs 
in thE Town bY eiGHT or tEN sTORiEs/ 
dURinG The dAY it cAN Be seEn fROm 
a diSTanCe of mANy mILes; bUT aT 


NighT It is eSpECiANY atTracTivE/?: iT 
Is liGHtEd bY MeanS Of coLorEd 
lighTs, tHe preDomiNATinG ColORS 


beiNg rEd anD YelLow/. iT ServEHs as a 
bEacoN foR maiL-pLaneS, aS WelL as a 
1And-mARk foR traVElErs oN manY of 
thE RoadS leading iNTo mY Town—. 
tHe bUIIdiNg waS ErecTed bY aN Elec- 
tRic 11Ght coMPany anD seRVEs as a 
gOOd ad FOr the fiRm/ 

tHEre aRE CertAIN FolkS In mY TowN 
Whose Lives stAnd oUT AboVe othErs 
mUCh thE Same Way! tHEy taKE Seri- 
OuslY tHE wORds oF Jesus iN MAttHEw 
5:16.— EspEciAlY In thE darKneSs of 
soRRow anD TemptATioN thEy shiNe 
foRTh WIth rAys oF ComfOrT anD hELp 
to OthEr travENErs aloNG The roAds oF 
LifH/. 

tHEy toO arE A gOOd aD foR HIM 
whO helPEd thEm erEct nOBle chARAc- 
teRs% i wONdeR Just hOw taLL i aM 
anD What soRt of 1Ght i sEnd foRth?! 


NOT FAR FROM THE LIMIT 


The “Wall Street Journal” says that 
“Calvin Coolidge writes six short editorials 
a week and receives two dollars a word 
for what he writes. This contract with 
the Syndicate calls for not less than 150 
nor more than 200 words daily. Washing- 
ton newspaper men have checked up on the 
ex-President and find he has written an 
average of 195 words every day.” All of 
which goes to prove that Mr. Coolidge is 
from New England and not from Scotland. 
In the latter event, he would certainly not. 
give up that extra ten dollars. 


A son in college was applying pressure 
for more money from home. 

“T cannot understand why you eall your- 
self a kind father,’ he wrote his dad, 
“when you haven’t sent me a check for 
three weeks. What kind of kindness do 
you call that?” 

“That’s unremitting kindness,” wrote the 
father in his next letter. 


AS YOUTH SEES IT 


“For those of us who have passed over 
the line that marks the boundary of the 
land in which youth lives and dreams, it 
is well to know what is the thought of 
youth concerning life’s values. And while 
it is our duty to seek to lead in paths of 
safety those who are to take over our re- 
sponsibilities, we may as well accept the 
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fact that youth will think its own thoughts 
and fashion its own ideals. Sometimes 
these thoughts and ideals are not in agree- 
ment with those of the older generation. 
But when we who are older are honest with 
ourselves and fair to youth, in that we 
place youth today beside youth of yester- 
day, not old age of today, we see that 
there has been progress with the passing of 
the years. 

“But whether the results of a recent 
questionnaire here given show progress or 
a ‘backward swing,’ we leave to the reader 
to determine. But it is an interesting 
revelation of the reaction of the mind of 
youth. Perhaps it would not hold as re- 
gards the opinions and convictions of every 
group of college students, but it does pre- 
sent the viewpoints of several sections of 
the student body of one of the colleges of 
the country. These young people were 
asked to rearrange, in order of importance, 
the Ten Commandments. The decision was 
as follows: 


1. Thou shalt not kill. 

2. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

3. Thou shalt not steal. 

4. Thou shalt have no other gods be- 
fore me. 

5. Honor thy father and thy mother. 

6. Thou shalt not bear false witness. 

7. Thou shalt not take the name of Je- 
hhovah thy God in vain. 

8. Thou shalt not covet. 

9. Remember the Sabbath day to keep 
it holy. 

10. Thou shalt make thee no molten 
gods. 


“Tt will be understood that there was not 
unanimous agreement as regards this rear- 
rangement, the place of each of the Ten 
Commandments being determined by a ma- 
jority vote. The first place to ‘Thou shalt 
not kill’ was voted by a decisive majority. 
Numbers 2, 3, 4, and 5 were not sharply 
separated, and this was the situation as 
regards numbers 7, 8, and 9. Dr. Irwin 
Ross Beiler, of Allegheny College, who 
writes for the ‘Advocates’ of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, says that a little 
change in the vote would have given ‘Hon- 
or thy father and thy mother’ second or 
third place, rather than fifth in importance. 
This does not agree with the opinions of 
many of the older generation concerning 
the thought and attitude of youth. 

“Dr. Beiler calls attention to the fact 
that these young people make human val- 
ues ‘the ultimate test of religion’; that 
nothing is more important than the sanc- 
tity of human life. In view of much that 
has been said concerning sex relations and 
present-day standards of morality, it is 
significant that second place is given to 
‘Thou shalt not commit adultery. As will 
be noted, Sabbath observance comes low in 
the seale of present-day obligations. Again, 
we say it is an interesting study for those 
of us who are not able to think the 
thoughts of youth.” 

Christian Advocate. 


AS PARENTS SEE IT 


My daughter was at Camp Mensch Mill 
for two weeks in the summer of 1929 and 
again for a similar period in 1930. I am 
glad to say that she enjoyed the life of 
the camp very much, and derived marked 
benefit from the experience. Young people 
who care very little for any of the other 
activities of the Church seem to become 
intensely interested in the combination of 
out-door life with religious instruction and 
discussion which this summer camp affords. 
The socializing influence of these educa- 
tional camps is especially important, and 
the friendships formed seem to be.rich and 
permanent. The camp idea seems to me to 
be the most hopeful movement in the field 
of religious education at the present time; 
and our Reformed Church is very fortunate 
in having secured a site which has so many 
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“Hasn’t Bill returned from that African 
eruise yet?” 
“He got so sunburned they 
let him come back.” 


would not 


Birthday Greetings 


By Alliene 8S. De Chant 


Good Friday makes us think of suffering 
of our Jesus on the Cross—of death. Even 
when I was in Japan and China I remem- 
bered the chants we sing at Emmanuel’s, 
Hanover, on Good Friday. I shall always 
remember them. Our Church in Harrison- 
burg, Virginia, has had its Good Friday 
in the death of our honorary Birthday 
Club member, Mr. Bosserman. Our Beaver 


Gwoh Fah Tien 


Creek Church, near Xenia, Ohio, too, when 
Horace Ankeney, vice-president of our 
Board of Foreign Missions, was killed; 
also our Huping Middle School, Lakeside, 
China, when our Principal, Gwoh Fah Tien, 
died suddenly of typhoid fever; and the 
death of their youngest child was on Good 
Friday to our Missionary Karl Becks, of 
Yochow City, China. , Perhaps there ‘has 
been a Good Friday, too, in our Birthday 
Club homes. But there is an Easter al- 
ways; for out of suffering and death there 
comes a light—a light for us to follow— 
a light that bids us remember how sweet 
little brother was and how patient in suf- 
fering; how much our Gwoh Fah Tien 
meant to the young men of China; and 
what wondrous stewards our Mr. Bosser- 
man and Mr. Ankeney were. Our honor- 
any member was one of the youngest (and 


Camp Mensch Mill 


natural advantages and such great possi- 
bilities of further development. 
Prof. Ray H. Dotterer, 
State College, Pa. 


‘Parents and Others Visit Camp 
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oldest) Consistory men our Church ever 
had; and our Mr. Ankeney gave God not 
only a tenth and more of his time and 
money, but two missionary sons, an evan- 
gelist and a doctor. So, with the dawn of 
Easter in our heart, let us strive each new 
day to be sweet and patient, and to be 
good stewards of our minutes, of our 
money, and of our every talent. 


Two Negro soldiers were discussing the 
relative merits of their company buglers. 
Said one, “Fellah, when dat boy of ouahs 
plays call, it sound ’zactly like de Boston 
Symphony playing de Rosary.” 

The second soldier snorted. “Brother,” 
he said, “you ain’t got no bugler a-tall. 
When Snowball Jones wraps his lips aroun’ 
dat bugle an ’plays mess call, I looks 
down at mah beans an’ I sez, ‘Strawberries, 
behave! You is kickin’ all de whipped 
cream off de plate’.”—-Exchange. 


Visitor: “Do you know the number in 
this street of Mr. Jones’s house?” 

Small Boy: “No, sir; but it will be on 
the door.’—Children’s Newspaper. 


“Cook, I don’t like to mention it, but the 
food disappeears rather quickly in the 
kitchen!” “Well, mum, I admit I eats 
earty, but no one could call me gor- 
geous.”—Bruxton Free Press. 


When our boys and girls reach the dif- 
ficult high-school age, how often we parents 
wish that some consecrated leader might 
help us to point them to a vision of the 
far horizon and then, adding knowledge to 
vision, urge them to go forward. This is 
just what the fine leaders at Camp Mensch 
Mill are endeavoring to do for every 
camper. 

To me as a mother, it is a real joy to 
be associated with a Church that includes 
in its program the guidance of youth into 
a consciousness of being forever linked 
with the Eternal Father. 


Mrs. J. R. Hudson, 


Salem Reformed Church, 
Allentown, Pa. 


My daughter in an enthusiastic booster 
for Camp Mensch Mill. She has attended 
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camp there the last two summers. My wife 
and I have visited the camp a number of 
times and we can both say that its situa- 
tion is ideal, beautiful and convenient. Its 
official management is efficient and its per- 
sonnel the finest. The wholesome Chris- 
tian training cannot help but make better 


men and women of the delegates. We 
most heartily recommend that all who can 
should send to Camp Mensch Mill their 
boys and girls. 

Dr. L. A. Faunce, 

St. John’s Reformed Church, 

Harrisburg, Pa. 


Our son, John Lobach, attended camp at 
our denominational Camp Mensch Mill last 
summer. He feels it has been a great bene- 
fit to him. I know it has been by what he 
says, and by what he does. He never at- 
tended camp before, and since he has been 
there once, he is enthusiastic about going 
again. 

I find he uses what he got there, at home, 
at school, in the Church School and in the 
Young People’s Department of the County 
Sunday School Association. Since his ex- 
perience at camp he seems to be willing 
and anxious to appear in public and tell 
of it, and what he says, seems to be inter- 
esting to those who listen to him. 

I know that camp has meant much to 
him personally and I feel sure he has shar- 
ed its meaning and influence with others. 

Harvey J. Lobach, 


Shiloh Reformed Church, 
Danville, Pa. 


“Oh dear, Johnny, have you been fight- 
ing again?” 

“No, miss; we moved yesterday, and I 
moved the eat.”—Passing Show. 


“How did the expression, ‘Killing two 
birds with one stone,’ originate?” 
“Tt seems a Scotchman went hunting!” 
Watchman-Examiner. 


SAY IT 


You have a friend—a man, a woman, a 
boy or a girl. For some reason you love 
him very much. Have you ever told him 
so’ Perhaps he would like to have you 
SAY IT. 

Your friend has helped you along the 
way in the days gone by. Gratitude is In 
your heart. Do not let it lie buried there 
—SAY IT. 

Some joy comes his way. You rejoice 
with him. But he will never know it un- 
less you SAY IT. 

An honor comes to him. He wins in the 
game of life, and you are glad—SAY IT. 

Your friend succeeds in some task 
which he has undertaken. You feel a 
grateful pride that he has done it—SAY 
Tee 

A sorrow comes his way. He may have 
lost his property. Some of his loved ones 
may have gone wrong. Diseases may have 
laid its hand on him, taking away the glow 
of health. You would share the sorrow 
with him—SAY IT. ‘ 

Old age, or perhaps a breakdown in the 
human machinery, may shut in your friend 
so that he can no longer fare forth among 
his fellows. Perhaps the end draws near. 
In your heart you wish him bon voyage 
as he nears the sunset gate. A word of 
kindly sympathy would brighten the way 
—SAY IT. 

The messenger of death may have knock- 
ed at his door and borne away into the 
unseen world some loved one. A word of 
sympathy would help to lighten the load 
and brighten the way—SAY IT. 

A personal word, a telephone call, a post- 
eard, a letter, a telegram, and only a few 
minutes of time. Silent sympathy. Your 
own life may~be better because of it; but 
your friend may go to the end of the jour- 
ney and never know. You may add to the 
joy; you may lighten the load; you may 
brighten the way if you only take time to 
SAY IT. B. W. Spilman. 
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“So your little boy wasn’t really lost?” 
“No. We found him under the Sunday 
paper.”’—Watchman-Examiner. 


One predicts a future for the schoolboy 
who wrote the following terse narrative 
about Elisha: “There was a man named 
Elisha. He had some bears and lived in a 
cave. Some boys tormented him. He said, 
‘If you keep on throwing stones at me, ’ll 
turn the bears loose and they’ll eat you 
up.’ And they did, and he did, and the 
bears did.”—The Christian Register. 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


THE VALUE OF A STRUGGLE 
By Edith L. Reid 


Donnie’s tiny fingers were earnestly en- 
gaged in trying to fasten his sandal. Time 
and again he almost got the end of the 
strap through the buckle, but each time 
it slipped. Donnie’s brow grew puckered 
and his face was flushed. 

“Poor little man!” Mother exclaimed, 
discovering his situation, “I’ll fix it for 

ou.” 

“He could have buckled it himself after 
a while, if you had left him alone,’ said 
Grandma. 

“But I can’t bear to see him struggle 
so hard,’ Donnie’s mother exclaimed. 

“Struggle is essential in character build- 
ing according to my notion,” Grandma an- 
swered. “It’s good training to let even the 
tiny tots struggle along to victory. Then 
they are growing.” 

“But I love to help him,” protested 
Mother. 

“There you are,’ Grandma insisted pleas- 
antly. “That’s the point that I am trying 
to make. Your love sometimes deprives 
Donnie of a great privilege.” 

“But while he is small and where I can 
help him I like to think I am making 
things easy for him. He’ll have worries 
enough when he is grown and has to stand 
alone.” 

But before Grandma had time to expand 
her suggestion further they both became 
absorbed in watching Donnie. He had un- 
buckled his sandal: and was again con- 
cerned with the problem of getting the 
end of the strap through the buckle. They 
watched him for a few moments in silence, 
The baby fingers tried and failed and tried 
again. But at last the strap slipped 
through and he fastened it securely. 

Donnie jumped to his feet. His eyes 
were dancing with joy. His face was beam- 
ing with victory. “See!” he exclaimed. 
“Look. Donnie did it!” 

His mother folded him in her arms and 
confessed to Grandma, “You’re right; he 
never looked like that when I fastened 
his shoe.” 


This is only one example of many daily 
instances when over solicitous mothers al- 
low the desire to serve to stand in the 
way of true character training. If the 
child is building a house of blocks and it 
falls over two or three times, many a 
mother will stop her sewing or baking and 
complete the structure with her own skill- 
ful hands. She dislikes to hear him fuss. 
His ery of impatience is the signal for her 
to rush forward and smooth out the diffi- 
culty. 


“Let Mother help you” is one of the 
favorite phrases in the vocabulary of 
motherhood. But it will be wise for all 
mothers to consider carefully whether or 
not their help will be a real kindness. If 
a child attempts something that is within 
his power to accomplish, even though it 
should entail prolonged struggle, Mother 
should not interfere by doing it for him. 
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If he persists at a problem until he be- 
comes nervous, distract him by introducing 
some other occupation and let him return 
to the first complexity later. 

The real test of mother love is to stand 
by and supervise indirectly, knowing that 
this self-restraint on her part is for the 
lasting good of the child. To commend 
an obstacle and to encourage him to at- 
tempt still further problems in child life 
is the kind of help that advances character 
building. 


“T am glad to take ‘time out’ to say a 
word for the kindergarten. One marvels, 
in these days of scientific studies of child- 
hood, how intelligent people can oppose 
kindergartens. These ought to be accept- 
ed everywhere as necessary divisions of 
elementary instruction — just as essential 
as higher divisions.”—H. C. Snell, Depart- 
ment of Education, Snow College, Ephraim, 
Utah. 

If there is no kindergarten in your 
school, work for the establishment of one. 
The National Kindergarten Association, 8 
West Fortieth Street, New York, will fur- 
nish information and advice upon request. 


STEPS TO POPULARITY 


Before you start along the road to Popu- 
larity, someone has said you must pack 
in your old handbag and take along six 
things, ready to use at a moment’s notice. 
They are: 

1. Unselfishness, a willingness to forget 
self in the interests of others. 

2. Sincere friendliness toward people of 
all ages. 

3. Ability or willingness to be at ease 
under various circumstances with all peo- 

le. 
i 4, An unassuming manner, not boasting 
about what you are or have or can do. 

5. A controlled tongue that refrains 
from gossip and needless criticism, and 
speaks in kindness. 

6. Trustworthiness, so that others know 
you will keep confidences, and that your 
word is as good as your bond. 


Kessinger’s Mid-West Review. 


The Family Altar 


By Prof. H. H. Wernecke 


HELP FOR WEEK OF MAR. 30-APR. 5 


Practical Thought: “Now hath Christ 
been raised from the dead, the first fruits 
of them that are asleep.” 

Memory Hymn: “Angels, Roll the Rock 
Away.” 


Prayer for children: 
Lord Jesus, be our holy Guest, 
Our morning Joy, our evening Rest; 
And with our daily bread impart 
Thy love and peace to every heart. Amen. 


Monday—Christ’s Resurrection 
I Cor. 15:1-8 

This is called Paul’s “Resurrection 
Chapter” in which he answers the prob- 
lems the members of the Church at Corinth 
had raised regarding the resurrection. The 
questions that trouble the modern mind, 
troubled also the minds in the ancient 
Church. Because of Thomas’ scepticism, 
we have received added evidence through 
the hand laid in the side and the fingers in 
the nailprints. The evangelists give us 
the detailed reports of the resurrection, 
but none have as much to say about it in 
as few words as Paul. After having stated 
in a matter of fact way “that he hath been 
raised on the third day according to the 


Scriptures,” he reports in four verses six 


appearances of Jesus after His resurrec- 
tion. This is, of course, but one link in 
the chain that makes the resurrection of 


Christ the best attested fact in history. 
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“How firm a foundation ye saints of the 
Lord, is laid for your faith in His excel- 
lent Word”! 
Prayer: 
Hallelujah! Jesus lives! 
He is now the living One; 
From the gloomy house of death 
Forth the Conqueror has gone, 
Bright forerunner to the skies 
Of His people, yet to rise. Amen. 


Tuesday—Victory Over Death 
I Cor. 15:50-58 
Of all the battles we have to fight, the 
one generally most dreaded is the last, the 
contest with death. Often the body is 
weak and in pain; thoughts of separation 
from loved ones and familiar scenes afflict 
the soul; life’s opportunities are seen to be 
at an end; a sense of loneliness is experi- 
enced; we stand upon the margin of an- 
other world, approaching our final destiny, 
about to render up our life’s account—to 
meet God. Not without reason has Death 
been called the last great enemy. But also 
this last enemy is conquered, for God 
giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. This same apostle who gives 
us this assurance when he heard the bugle 
call to the last of his many battles, could 
say, “I am now ready to be offered up. 
The glorious gospel of forgiveness takes 
away the sting of death and the empty 
grave gives us the assurance of victory 
over death.” 
Prayer: 
He lives, He lives; though dust 
shall lie 

Upon my mouldering head, 

Yet He will call me, by and by, 

To quit an earthly bed; 

And I shall waken at His voice, 

Rise re-embodied, and rejoice 

To look on my Redeemer. Amen. 


Wednesday—Life in Christ 
John 1:1-5 


The commonest things are the most mys- 
terious. We speak of life, deal with life— 
yes, more than that, have life, and yet 
know but little as to what it really is. 
John tells us that in the Logos, in Jesus 
Christ was life. In later chapters he speaks 
of His life-giving power in the healing of 
the impotent man and even more vividly 
in the raising of Lazarus. Jesus’ own 
claim that He had power to lay down His 
life and power to take it again emphasizes 
the same truth as does also His claim, “I 
am the way, the truth and the life.”. Is it 
surprising then that apart from Him we 
have no life, can do nothing, bear no fruit, 
even as the branch can bear no fruit ex- 
cept it abide in the vine? 

Prayer: Help us to realize, O Christ, our 
supreme need of Thee. Grant that we 
may see more and more the joy of Thy 
fellowship, the illumination of Thy guid- 
ance and the strength of Thy presence in 
order that we may live fruitfully and die 
triumphantly. Amen. 


Thursday—The Gift of Life 
I John 5:1-12 


John is called the “Apostle of Love,” 
for it is he who not only speaks frequently 
of love but also gives us that significant 
statement, God is Love, and is termed the 
disciples whom Jesus loved. In addition 
to dwelling considerably on the term 
“love,” he also quite frequently used the 
terms “light” and “life” to indicate the 
richness of the blessings that God offers 
men through Jesus Christ. Here in the 
epistle He states, “He that hath the Son, 
hath the life.” That life begins with the 
restoring of a right relationship to God 
but it will permeate as a leaven the whole 
being of the individual, and like the 
branches of the mustard seed, is to cover 
the whole earth. 

Prayer: We thank Thee, O Father, for 
the life-union Thou hast established be- 
tween Thee and us. Impart unto us such 
a faith that we may be vigorous and fruit- 
ful branches upon the living tree. Amen. 
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“In loving 
memory of... 


The thought of a church memorial to a 
departed loved one is doubly appropriate 
if through the medium of beauty and 
usefulness it symbolizes a life of unselfish 
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service. 


We would be glad to offer you sugges- 
tions for Church Memorials, both in 
hand-carved wood pieces and in brass 
appointments. Simply address Dept. C, 
DeLong Furniture Co., 1505 Race 


Street, Philadelphia, Pa., or 329 Fourth 


Memorial Prayer Desk 
Hand-Carved by DeLong 
Craftsmen, 


Avenue, New York. 


FOR CHURCHES - SUNDAY SCHOOLS - PARISH BUILDINGS 


Friday—The Supreme Sacrifice 
John 19:23-30 


Two groups stand near the cross, the sol- 
diers and the women. Not only do the 
brutal soldiers add to the darkness of the 
picture of that Good Friday scene in mak- 
ing light of the death of Jesus, but they 
are the blind instruments of fulfilling the 
Messianic psalm. The women are not only 
a striking contrast but serve to reveal to 
us how Jesus, forgetting His own deep 
anguish, was mindful of those He loved, 
and “gave to His mother a son and to His 
friend a mother.” With the divine con- 
sciousness that “it is finished,’ that His 
earthly mission was ended, that redemp- 
tion was complete, He “dismissed His 
spirit,” voluntarily gave up His life. 


Prayer: In awe we stand before Cal- 
vary’s cross and worship. We thank Thee, 
O blessed Redeemer that Thou didst love 
us and give Thyself for us. Help us to 
see the awfulness of sin so that our hearts 
may be filled with deep gratitude. Amen. 


Saturday—The Abundant Life 
John 10:9-18 


When Jesus speaks of Himself as “the 
door” He refers to the fact that the way 
to divine communion and fellowship is 
through Him. Over against the injurious 
influences of the tyrannous power of the 
self-righteous formalistic Pharisees, He 
offers life, and life abundant. Individuals 
and nations have réjoiced in the accept- 
ance of Christ’s offer and have found sal- 
vation, true liberty and satisfaction. 


Prayer: 
O Christ, assure me Thou art mine; 
I nothing want beside; 
My soul shall at the Fountain live, 
When all the streams are dried. Amen. 


Sunday—Raised With Christ 
Col. 3:1-11 


As Christians we are regarded as rising 
out of our grave, our trespasses and our 
sins into a new life unto God. Having so 
risen with Christ we are bound to show 
the reality of our resurrection by leading 
a new life and seeking the things that are 
above. Not eating and drinking will be 
our primary interest, but righteousness, 
peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. Eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor hath 
entered into the heart of any man the 
things that God hath prepared for them 
that love Him, but unto us He hath re- 
vealed them by His spirit. Is every first 
day of the week a reminder to us of the 
resurrection life? 


Prayer: 
I know that my Redeemer lives 
And ever prays for me; 
A token of His love He gives, 
A pledge of liberty. 


Jesus, I hang upon Thy Word: 

I steadfastly believe 

Thou wilt return, and claim me, Lord, 
And to Thyself receive. Amen, 


The motorist was lost. He didn’t know 
which way to go. Suddenly he saw an old 
man approaching. 

“Hi!” he shouted, “do you know the way 
to Widdlecombe?” 

The old man shook his head. 

“No,” he said. 

The motorist drove on slowly, and when 
he had gone about half a mile he heard 
loud shouts behind him. He stopped and 
looked around. The old man had been 
joined by another and they were waving 
him back. Slowly and painfully he back- 
ed his car down the narrow road. 

“Well?” he said. 

“This is my mate, George,’ said the old 
man. “E don’t know, neither.” 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWERS TO—MAKE 10 WORDS OUT 
OF 20—No. 10 


1. Afternoon 6. Therefore 

2. Wholesome 7. Assent 

3. Fellowship 8. Prelate 

4. Themselves 9. Dumpling 

5. Hopeless 10. Rosemary 
HIDDEN WORD PUZZLE IN RHYME, 


No. 21 


My first is in chicken but not in bird, 
My second’s in speaking but not in word. 
My third is in wagon but not in sled, 
My fourth is in sewing but not in thread. 
My fifth is in prattle but not in ery, 
My sixth is in pan-cake but not in fry. 
My seventh’s in candy but not in cake, 
My eighth is in roasting but not in bake. 
My ninth is in fragile but not in strong, 
My tenth is in beauty but not in wrong. 
My eleventh’s in breakfast but not in eat, 
My twelfth is in victuals but not in meat. 
My thirteenth’s in winter but not in 
spring, 
My last is in sparrow but not in wing. 


My whole is what the children hunt for 
Easter morning. 
A. M. §S. 
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WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO ABOUT 
THE CIGARETTE? 


This question must be met and answered 
by the Church if the Church is to grow 
in numbers and influence. Can the Church 
stand by and, as Georgia Robertson says, 
see our babies robbed of their birthright 
by being “poisoned and killed’? It looks 
that way when we read the following quo- 
tation from a paper read by Dr. Charles 
L. Barber, of Lansing, Mich., before the 
Convention of the American Association 
for Medico-Physical Research. He told 
them that “a baby born of a cigarette 
smoking mother is sick. It is poisoned and 
may die within two weeks of birth. The 
post-mortem shows degeneration of the 
liver, heart and other organs. Sixty per 
cent of all babies born of mothers who are 
habitual cigarette smokers die before they 
are two years old.” 

The free distribution of cigarettes by 
paid workers is the greatest menace to the 
future mother as they are led to begin the 
habit at an age when they are least able 
to resist its effects. One of our workers 
found a young man whose job was to give 
away 10,000 cigarettes a month to the girls 
of two of our large universities in order 
that they might go home as leaders among 
the girls of their communities. 

With a reported outlay of fifty-four mil- 
lion dollars a year, it looks as if they 
would not cease their efforts until their 
goal is reached of placing a cigarette in 
the mouth of every school child in Amer- 
ica. How the habit is growing is indicated 
by the fact that in 1900 only three billion 
were used and in the lajst year one hun- 
dred and twenty-seven billion. 

We need the co-operation of every Chris- 
tian and child welfare worker to see that 
the law is enforced in your community 
and that you help us by contributing to 
the work. You can also help by securing 
subscriptions to the “A. C. A. Herald” at 
65 cents a year. In this monthly paper 
you have lessons on the effect of the 
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cigarette on the brain, heart, lungs and 
other organs of the body, as prepared by 
leading doctors and research workers. 

Parent-Teachers’ Associations, the W. C. 
T. U., Sunday Schools, C. E. Societies and 
Unions are federating with us to help get 
these scientific facts to the children of the 
oncoming generation. When they ceased 
advertising for a month the sale of cig- 
arettes fell off eight hundred million. Will 
you help us save children from beginning 
this enslaving habit? Any ‘Messenger’ 
reader may write us for more information 
on the subject. 

G. W. Kerstetter. 
Burkittsville, Md. 


DR. G. C. MORGAN NO IDLER 


Dr. G. Campbell Morgan has reached the 
age when he might claim the right to rest, 
but the work that he yet does puts the 
ordinary man to shame. Here is his sched- 
ule for the present winter: As pastor of 
the Tabernacle Presbyterian Church, Phila- 
delphia, he preaches every Sunday morning 
and evening. He then comes to New York 
for two services on Monday. He then 
goes to Boston, lecturing to his class in 
Gordon College on Tuesday morning and 
preaching that evening. He lectures to his 
Gordon College class on Wednesday morn- 
ing, and then goes to Philadelphia to meet 
his ‘Church session in the evening. Thurs- 
day evening he preaches in Germantown, 
and on Friday evening is back again in the 
Tabernacle Church. Then he repeats the 
whole process through the following weeks. 
In summer time he rushes as fast as the 
trains will take him to Bible conference 
after Bible conference. Certainly Dr. Mor- 
gan will not rust out. His addresses and 
sermons are carefully wrought out, and all 
show the result of painstaking study. We 
know of men who preach twice on Sunday, 
deliver a little address at prayer meeting 
on Wednesday, visit a few families during 
the week, and consider themselves “work- 
ed to death.” —‘Watchman-Examiner.” 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 


Easter Sunday, April 5, 1931 


The Resurrection 
I Cor. 15:1-8, 50-58 


Golden Text: Now is Christ risen from 
the dead, and become the first fruits of 
them that slept. I Cor. 15:20. 

Lesson Outline: 1. Faith. 2. 
ship. 3. Fruition. 

Christmas and Easter are the two great 
festivals of the Church. The former is 
sacred to children. It is radiant with hap- 
piness and joy. On that great day all the 
world becomes young again. In the fairy- 
land of childhood it forgets its cares and 
problems. Easter is no less radiant and 
happy than Christmas for the child- 
hearted who understand its mystery and 
know its meaning. Yet the day finds us 
in a different mood. In reverent thought- 
fulness we contemplate the great mystery 
of life. What does it mean? Where is 
its ground, and its goal? 

The Church commemorates the resurrec- 
tion of Christ on Easter Sunday. It pro- 
claims its faith in the Risen Christ as the 
basis of the world’s hope of immortality. 
It bids mankind illuminate the dark prob- 
lems of life’s meaning and death’s mys- 
tery with the light of His gospel. Men 
have been doing that for nineteen cen- 
turies. And the result has been that for 
untold multitudes, who believed on Him, 
life has been transformed, and death trans- 
figured. 

To create or to quicken that faith in 
men through the teaching of this Easter 


Fellow- 


Lesson is a glorious privilege, and, also, a 
difficult task. In the deepest sense, of 
course, that faith cannot be taught at all. 
Religion is the most personal thing in the 
world. It cannot be taught, or command- 
ed, or accepted in hearsay evidence. Every 
man must acquire it for himself in his 
personal experience. 

Our Easter Lesson is taken from Paul’s 
great resurrection chapter, where the apos- 
tle pictures ‘his faith in the risen Christ, 
based upon his own experience and sup- 
ported by the personal testimony of other 
disciples; and where, in rapturous langu- 
age, he portrays the ultimate victory of 
his risen Lord. It is one thing to say, “I 
believe every word of Paul’s testimony 
because it is written in the Bible.” But 
it is quite another thing to share with 
Paul the great experience to which he 
bears witness. Without that experience, 
Easter, at most, will mean a remote event, 
attested by a few witnesses. With it, 
Easter means that, for us as for Paul, 
Christ has brought life and immortality 
to light. 

I. Faith. At the beginning of the chap- 
ter Paul presents the evidence for the 
resurrection of Jesus. He cites witnesses, 
and he shows the consequences of denying 
their testimony (vs. 1-8). Denial invali- 
dates faith, and makes liars of the apostles. 

Obviously, to Paul faith in the Risen 
Christ was of paramount importance. And, 
therefore, the Biblical records of the events 
that transpired on Easter Day are of pro- 
found interest to the whole human race; 
and, especially, to the Christian Church. 
There have been skeptics who regarded 
them as pious fraud or subjective illusion; 
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thus, destroying the hope of mankind, and 
the very foundation of the Church. But 
they have been few in number, and their 
feeble denials have never prevailed against 
the triumphant faith of the disciples of 
this Risen Christ. And, not merely they, 
but all sensible men are agreed that more 
than “pious fraud” or “subjective illusion” 
are required to explain a faith that con- 
quered a hostile world. It had its ultimate 
basis in an objective fact of history. Our 
chief business is not to explain this faith 
to skeptics or to defend its Biblical records 
against doubt and denial—hopeless and 
futile endeavors, both of them, but to un- 
derstand properly the faith of the early 
disciples, and the great fact underlying it. 

The earliest written account of the resur- 
rection is Paul’s, in our lesson. It was 
sent to his converts at Corinth, a Greek 
city. Greek philosophy was hostile to be- 
lief in a resurrection. When Paul preach- 
ed at Athens, the intellectual center of 
Greece, the phiposophers listened patiently, 
until he affirmed that God raised up Jesus 
from the dead. Then they mocked him 
(Acts 17:31). A similar spirit prevailed 
in Corinth, and raised doubt in the minds 
of some of Paul’s recent converts. In his 
letter to them, therefore, he devoted a full 
chapter to the resurrection in order to 
counteract this destructive Greek skep- 
ticism. 

Paul’s testimony differs from that of 
the evangelists. Instead of a detailed de- 
scription of the event, he gives us a sta- 
tistical enumeration of six appearances of 
the risen Lord. Two of them are not men- 
tioned elsewhere, viz., the one to James, 
and the manifestation to the five hundred 
brethren. The last in the list is his own 
experience. Apparently it was not Paul’s 
purpose to write an exhaustive account of 
the resurrection. But, in order to refute 
skeptics and to confirm wavering converts, 
he referred to some responsible witnesses, 
most of whom were still alive, and he cor- 
roborated their testimony by citing his 
personal experience. 

Fuller and more graphie evidence is re- 
corded in the four gospels. There we learn 
that various groups of disciples, at differ- 
ent times and places, became convinced, 
beyond all doubt, that the slain and buried 
Jesus had risen from the dead. The thrill- 
ing message, “He lives,’ flashed through 
that small circle of devoted followers, who 
had buried all their hope in Jesus’ tomb. 
None of them expected such a message. 
It evoked wonder and amazement, even 
doubt, but it came to be believed by all. 
And that faith marked a new chapter in 
their lives. It changed dismayed and dis- 
couraged men into the world-conquering 
missionaries of a new religion. The resur- 
rection became the central theme of apos- 
tolic preaching, and the cornerstone of the 
Church. The day of the resurrection was 
named the Lord’s Day, and it took the 
place of the Jewish Sabbath, as mankind’s 
holy day. 

But, whether we read Paul or the gos- 
pels, the essential fact in these diverse 
and divergent narratives is that they re- 
port the personal experiences of certain 
men and women. They are not proclama- 
tions of dogmas, but confessions of faith. 
They are not formal statements of doc- 
trine, but spontaneous testimonies of life. 
There is no labored effort to harmonize the 
several accounts. No attempt is made to 
gain the assent of men to their testimony 
by logical arguments or philosophical ex- 
planations. The writers of these narratives 
would have been as unable as we are to 
explain the manner and the mystery of 
Jesus’ resurrection and of His self-mani- 
festation. Nor had they any need of such 
explanations. They had personally experi- 
enced the fact that Jesus still lived, 
though men had slain Him. He lived, and, 
therefore, He was risen from the grave. 
To that great fact they bore witness spon- 
taneously and joyfully. Their reports are 
the confession of a triumphant faith that 
had been kindled in their souls by the 
risen Christ. 


(Continued on page 30) = 


Marcu 26, 1931 REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


Is the Church Interested in the Youth of Today? 


ADA EDA VEN 


The Rev. Edward A. G. Hermann, Editor 


is an Illustrated Story Paper published weekly in the interests of Young People. It aims to enter 
sympathetically and helpfully into the problems and experiences of our Young People in their 
home, Church, school, social and recreational life. 


WITH IMPORTANT CHANGES IN OUR EDITORIAL POLICY WE ARE NOW 
ABLE TO OFFER TO OUR YOUNG PEOPLE AN ATTRACTIVE AND 
INTERESTING PUBLICATION WORTHY OF THEIR NEEDS AND IDEALS. 


Beginning with the Easter Number, a New Department, 
THROUGH THE EYES OF YOUTH, 

has been added as a permanent feature of The Way. In this Department T. Otto Nall, Associate 
Editor of The Epworth Herald, will interpret current events, movements and personalities in 
the light of their interest to Youth. 

The Easter Number also contains the first of a series of vital and stimulating articles on 
ADVENTURES IN RELIGION, by Frank D. Slutz, and a feature article of special interest to 
the members of the Reformed Church entitled, EASTER IN ZURICH, by Alma Sheridan. 


——e 
OTHER GOOD THINGS COMING: 
Short fiction by Elsie Singmaster, Archibald Rutledge, and other well-known writers. 
The inspiring story of KAGAWA OF JAPAN, by W. C. Barclay. 
Up-to-the-minute articles on WHAT THEY THINK, by E. Leigh Mudge, showing the attitude of business and the 
professions toward Prohibition. Illustrated with striking cartoons. 
HOW OUR GOVERNMENT WORKS—the finest series we have seen on the organization and working of our Govern- 
ment, interestingly written by Charles E. Kloeber, Associate Editor of The United States Daily, Washington, D, C, Profusely 
illustrated. 
In commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the martyrdom of JOAN of ARC during the month of May, The Way 
will run a thrilling story of the heroine by Jeanette Eaton, a Harper’s writer. Superbly illustrated by Richard Holberg. 
We are arranging to publish at a later date a new story by RALPH CONNER—with the old Conner flavor—written 
especially for our group of Young People’s Papers. 
POETRY VOCATIONAL ARTICLES EDUCATION ARTICLES 


OUR YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETY 
A Department Conducted by 
CATHERINE MILLER BALM, 
Director of Young People’s Work of the Reformed Church, 
contains practical and helpful discussions of the Christian Endeavor and Young People’s Topics, 
prepared by the best writers and leaders of Young People. Mrs. Balm will keep us in vital 
touch with Young People’s activities. 


AT A COST OF LESS THAN ONE CENT AND A HALF PER SUBSCRIBER A 
WEEK, “THE WAY” CAN BE PLACED IN YOUR CHURCH SCHOOL OR 
YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETY. THIS SMALL INVESTMENT WILL YIELD A 
THOUSAND-FOLD IN SUSTAINED INTEREST, CO-OPERATION IN 
SERVICE AND INSPIRATION FOR LIFE. 


HOLD YOUR YOUNG PEOPLE SUBSCRIBE FOR “THE WAY” 


Write immediately for sample copies. Send a trial subscription. Better still, have your Church 
School, Society or Club become regular subscribers. The Board will try to help you. 


Provide Wholesome Reading Matter for Your Young People 
The Board of Christian Education of the Reformed Church 


Schaff Building, 1505 Race Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 
This is the oldest of the educational institu- 

tions of the Reformed Church. It is conducted 

by the three (English) Mastern Synods. The 

Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 

and members of the Board of Trustees are 

elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 

Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 

post-graduate course of two years, leading to 

the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 
For catalogue or information address the 

President, 


REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 
Lancaster. Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Seven new buildings recently erected. 
The ‘“Fackenthal Laboratories’ offers 
most complete equipment for work in the 
Sciences for pre-medical students. The 
new indoor Swimming Pool completes a 
very thorough equipment for athletics. 
The Plan of Comprehensive Final Exam- 
inations enriches the curriculum and 
provides for the most modern needs in 
education. 

Applications now being accepted for 
admission September 17, 1931. Write for 
catalog. 


HENRY H. APPLE, D. D., LL. D., 
President. 


GreorcE L. OmwakeE, LL. D., President 
Offers instruction providing a liberal 
education and special preparation for the 
ministry, religious education, law, public 
service, medicine, teaching, physical 
education, social service and business. 
Expenses held to a minimum. Freshman 
class limited to 200. Members of the 
Reformed Church advised to enroll early. 
For information address 
FRANKLIN I. SHEEDER, JR. 
Assistant to the President 


Collegeville 


Pennsylvania 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D. D., 8. T. D. 


Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


~ Hood College 


For Young Women 
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 


Accredited college for women. A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 

For catalogue address 


REGISTRAR, 
HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 
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II. Fellowship. It is a theological trag- 
edy that our doctrines and debates about 
the resurrection of Christ have dealt, main- 
ly, with His body. Its physical and mate- 
rial aspect has overshadowed its spiritual 
reality. The paramount question has been, 
With what body did Jesus emerge from the 
tomb? Was it the old body, resuscitated, 
or a wholly new one? Was it corporeal, 
visible and tangible, or uncorporeal? One 
may fully grant the profound speculative 
interest of such questions, even though our 
answers to them must ever be couched in 
mystical metaphors, similar to Paul’s (15: 
35-58). But their practical importance is 
wholly disproportionate to the harm done 
by shifting the emphasis from the risen 
Spirit of Christ to His resurrected body, 
and by diverting our interest and atten- 
tion from the spiritual reality of His 
resurrection to its physical concomitants. 
For it is the Spirit of our Lord that liveth 
and reigneth forever. And that Holy 
Spirit never lay in the tomb. At the mo- 
ment of His death, our Lord committed 
His Spirit into the hands of His Father 
in heaven, And there His Spirit continued 
its blessed existence uninterruptedly. 

And that was the Risen Christ who 
manifested Himself to His disciples in the 
early Church. We may be wholly unable 
to explain how He showed Himself to them 
or was seen by them, but there can be no 
question about the spiritual reality of their 
experience. Faith in the Risen Christ 
meant continued fellowship with the 
Jesus, full of grace and truth, whom they 
had known and loved in the flesh. He 
lived. Men had nailed Him to a cross, 
but God had placed Him on a throne. He 
had put the seal and sanction of heaven, 
as it were, on the ministry and message of 
His well-beloved Son. And now life had 
a new meaning for these disciples of Jesus; 
and death, no mystery. Life meant trust- 
ing and following Jesus, and death meant 
“to be forever with the Lord.” 


And if men had not been able, in all 
the subsequent ages, to verify in their 
own lives the recorded experience of the 
early disciples, they would not have con- 
tinued to believe their reports. The story 
of a Risen Christ would then have been 
rejected long ago as an ineredible legend. 
Men will not believe permanently, on hear- 
say evidence, a stupendous fact, that no 
logic can prove and no science demon- 
strate. They must experience it for them- 
selves in order to aecept it as true. 


And that has happened through all the 
Christian ages. As the Risen Christ mani- 
fested His presence and power to certain 
disciples on Easter Sunday, and to Paul 
near Damascus, so there has been a con- 
tinuous self-manifestation of Jesus in the 
history of the Church, and a continuous 
self-authentication of His redemptive pow- 
er in the hearts and lives of believers. 
Doubted by skeptics and denied by mate- 
rialists, the resurrection of Jesus has been 
joyfully proclaimed by the multitudes who 
have found in Him their Saviour. They 
knew that He was risen, for He lived in 
them, and they in Him. 


There is no road, no place today where 
men may not meet this Risen Christ face 
to face. He fills the world with His glori- 
fied presence. We read His matchless words 
in many books, and we hear them from 
devoted lips. We trace His influence in 
history, and we observe it in the daily 
lives of those whom we love, honor, and 
trust. We see His silent figure on the 
stained glass of cathedral windows, and 
we feel His presence at the portals of our 
heart, knocking and seeking admission as 
the Master of human destiny. 


If a man will surrender his spirit to this 
Risen Christ, and fellowship with Him in 
loyal love, as Paul did, then faith in this 
divine Saviour, victorious over sin and 
death, will become the impregnable Gibral- 
tar of his experience. And until then, nei- 
ther the testimony of other men nor the 
doctrine of the Christian Church will con- 
vince him of the reality of an event that 
far surpasses human understanding. 


, 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. 8. Degrees 


Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders. 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Pennsylvania 


Lancaster 


A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Entered more than 1000 boys to some 
70 colleges in the last 28 years. Fine 
school home, thorough work and helpful 
supervision. Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 
EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
; Principal 


Catawba College 
Salisbury, N.C. 


offers annuity contracts which provide 
six to eight per cent income during the 
life of one or two annuitants. A large in- 
come without trouble, worry or risk, plus 
the satisfaction of helping in a great cause. 


Let Your Gift to Catawba 
Pay You a Life Income. 


Write for booklet of information. 


ELMER R. HOKE, Ph.D., President 
Salisbury, N. C. 


HEIDELBERG COLLEGE 


TIFFIN, OHIO 


A STANDARD COLLEGE FOUNDED 1850 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 
College of Arts and Science 
Conservatory of Music 
School of Oratory 
Art Department 

Heidelberg insists upon high standards of 
scholarship, personal contact with mature teachers, 
an unmistakable Christian atmosphere, and the 
minimum expense. 

During the College year 1929-30 Heidelberg had 
sixteen debates with other colleges and won ten 
of them; one hundred and twenty-four debates in 
twenty-three years—eighty-nine victories and thirty- 
five defeats. 


For free catalogue write to 
CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 
; President. 


III. Fruition. In the closing verses of 
our Easter lesson Paul pictures the end- 
less future (15:50-58). He describes the 
culmination of history. It is a picture full 
of faith and hope. And the basis of His 
radiant faith is the Risen Christ. “He 
must reign, till he hath put all enemies 
under His feet.” “Then cometh the end, 
when he shall deliver up the Kingdom to 
God, even the Father.” 


The precise meaning of Paul’s prophetic 
utterances may be difficult to ascertain, 
But there is no need of pressing the literal 
details of his picture of the future. The 
substance of his triumphant faith is shar- 
ed by all believers in the Risen Christ. 
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For them Easter marks the beginning of 
a new epoch in God’s eternal redemptive 
purpose, whose aim and end is “that God 
may be all in all.” That final consumma- 
tion will be reached through the Risen 
Christ working in the hearts of men. And 
though this fruition of our faith and hope 
may seem to be afar off, its ultimate reali- 
zation is sure. With Paul we know, “that 
our labor is not in vain in the Lord.” 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


April 5: Easter Messages in Literature 
Col. 3:1-4 


Easter is one of the High Days in the 
Church Year. In a sense it is the culmina- 
tion of Christmas and of Good Friday. If 
it were not for the fact of Easter, Christ- 
mas and Good Friday would lose very much 
of their meaning and significance. Easter 
represents the World’s Hope. Christmas 
is a festival of the night. It was “while 
shepherds watched their flocks by night” 
that the good news came to the world, 
that a Savior was born. Good Friday is 
a festival of the afternoon. “There was 
darkness over all the earth from the sixth 
to the 9th hour.” It was during that dark 
period that the Savior died upon the cross. 
But Easter is a festival of the morning. 
“On the first day of the week, early in 
the morning,” the women and the disciples 
came to the tomb and the fact of the resur- 
rection of Jesus burst upon their trembling 
hearts. Easter, therefore, is the herald of 
a new day. It is a day of joy and glad- 
ness, of hope, of life. It comes in the spring 
of the year amid singing birds and spring- 
ing flowers. The whole world of nature 
seems to join in an Haster chorus. No 
wonder, then, that such a great fact and 
such a glorious festival should find a large 
place in literature. 

There is, of course, first, the Easter 
story as it is recorded in the four Gospels 
of the New Testament. This story should 
be read over and over again so that the 
facts may be clearly kept in mind. Then 
there is the interpretation of this fact in 
the Epistles of the New Testament. Among 
them is that classic chapter, I Corinthians 
15, and Colossians 3, as well as other por- 
tions of the New Testament writings. 

It is only natural that such a great fact 
should be expressed in poetic language. 
The hymns of our Church which center 
around this Easter truth are many and 
precious to us all. It would be most help- 
ful for our Young People to take up the 
Hymnal of the Reformed Church and to 
read or sing these classic hymns that have 
come down through the centuries, such as, 


“The Lord of Life is risen; 
Sing, Easter Heralds, sing!” 


Or “Christ, the Lord is Risen Today”; or 


“Yes, the Redeemer rose, 
The Savior left the dead.” 


and others. 

When we go into more or less secular 
literature we have a large collection of 
Easter messages. Nearly all the great poets 
used it as their theme. Milton, in “Lyci- 
das” has some very beautiful sentiments 
on the resurrection. Dante, in his “Para- 
diso” describes the saints in glory, and of 
his beloved Beatrice he says, 


“Beatrice is gone up into High Heaven, 
The kingdom where the angels are at 
peace; 
And lives with them.” 


Wordsworth has an “Ode to Immortality”, 
and Shelley wrote in rythmic measures. 
Alfred Tennyson’s 

“Sunset and Evening Star 

And one clear call for me” 


has brought solace and comfort to many a 

heart. William Cullen Bryant, in his 

“Thanatopsis”, at a very early age in his 

life, wrote, 

“So live, that when thy summons comes to 
join 
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That innumerable caravan, which moves 
To that mysterious realm . rg 


Lord Byron wrote of “The Immortal Mind” 


“When coldness wraps this suffering clay, 
Ah, whither strays the immortal mind? 
It cannot die, it cannot stay, 
But leaves its darkened dust behind.” 


James Whitcomb Riley wrote, 
“T cannot say, and I will not say 
That He is dead! He is just away!” 


George Eliot wrote, 

“Oh, may I join the choir invisible 

Of those immortal dead who live again 

In minds made better by their presence 
” 


Elizabeth Barrett Browning wrote, 
“And friends, dear friends, when it shall 
be 

That this low breath is gone from me, 

And round my bier ye come to weep, 

Let one, more loving of you all, 

Say, ‘Not a tear must o’er her fall! 
He giveth His beloved sleep’.” 


Prose writers have never made exten- 
sive use of the Easter Festival. It has 
not entered as largely into prose literature 
as the story of Christmas has. The Eas- 
ter messages, however, abound in sérmons 
and in religious magazines. The “Reformed 
Church Messenger” every year puts out a 
special issue setting forth in poetry and 
in prose the outstanding messages of Has- 
ter. In articles of this kind much valu- 
able material may be found which will 
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serve to magnify Easter as a great day in 
the Church Year. 

The Easter message is recorded for us 
in the choice literature of the world be- 
cause it is supremely a message of life. 
It grows out of the experiences of life and 
satisfies the deepest longings of the human 
soul. Great writers have seized upon this 
fact and given expression to it in their 
writings. Literature is always closely 
wedded to life. Without this it has no 
abiding character. The great author sim- 
ply interprets and expresses in clear and 
beautiful form what all men dimly see 
and feel. Literature is a mirror of men’s 
souls, a reflection of themselves at their 
best. It is because the Easter message 
lives in men’s hearts that it comes to be 
enshrined in the world’s literature. 

There is an urge for immortality in all 
of us. We desire to live. We cling to 
life with tenacity that cannot be subdued. 
This is one of the great arguments for life 
beyond the grave. If the Great Creator 
of our bodies and souls had not provided 
for the continuance of our life He would 
not have put this instinct for immortality 
into our being. We read this message in our 
own souls, in nature, in revelation and in 
the writings of those who have looked 
deepest into the aspirations, the hopes and 
dreams of all men everywhere. We come 
back to Easter and find in the story of 
the Risen Christ the way out of our de- 
spair and of our defeat and of our death, 
and “from the ground there blossoms red, 
Life that shall endless be.” 


Mrs. 
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Joseph Potter Cotton, Under-Secretary 
of State, died March 10 at Johns Hopkins 
Hospital, Baltimore. 

Captain Ira EHaker, noted army flier, was 
forced down and his plane was damaged 
near Tolu, Ky., March 10, while he was 
attempting a transcontinental flight. Cap- 
tain Eaker was a pilot on the army plane 
Question Mark which set one of the first 
outstanding endurance flight records in 
California. 

The contract for the construction of 
Hoover Dam, with its power house at 
Boulder Canyon, has been awarded by 
Secretary Wilbur of the Interior to the 
Six Companies, Inc., of California, on a 
low bid of $48,890,999. It was the largest 
single contract ever let by the Govern- 
ment. Employment is expected to be pro- 
vided for between 2,000 and 3,000 men on 
the project. 

John H. Edwards, Assistant Secretary of 
the Interior, accompanied by Herbert D. 
Brown, chief of the Bureau of Efficiency, 
have sailed for the Virgin Islands to set 
up the new civil government there by di- 
rection of President Hoover. Within the 
past year Mr. Brown has spent six months 
on the islands with a force of specialists 
from the Bureau of Efficiency. 

A political revolt was manifested at the 
conference held in Washington opened 
Mar. 11 by the Progressives or left-wing 
members of both political parties. Among 
those who took part were Senators Borah, 
Norris and LaFolette. The official list of 
those attending the conference contained 
174 names. They included 15 Senators and 
as many Representatives, farm and labor 
leaders, college professors, members of 
State governments and welfare organiza- 
tions. At the sessions an attempt was 
made to arouse the country over the poli- 
cies advocated so that there would be a 
strong body of public opinion behind them 
when Congress assembles. 

Mar. 12 the Girl Scouts in this country 
celebrated the 19th anniversary. The or- 
ganization now numbers 250,000. The first 
group of 11 girls was organized by Juliette 
Low in Savannah, Ga., on Mar, 12, 1912. 


Explosion of a Yangtze river schooner 
with a loss of 200 lives has been reported. 
The revenue steamer Chuentao reached port 
with 119 survivors. 

The famous blizzard of ’88, which 43 
years ago Mar. 12 descended upon the 
eastern part of the country, was commem- 
orated at meeting in New York City of 
the Blizzard Men of 1888. 

President Hoover and Mrs. Hoover ex- 
peet to go to California for the summer. 
This will be the first long vacation the 
President has taken since in office. 

President Hoover was urged Mar. 12 
by a delegation representing the National 
World Court Committee of New York to 
call the Senate in special session in No- 
vember to pass upon the three protocols 
which provide for American adherence to 
the World Court. 

Daily weather observations by airplane 
to speed forecasting is the latest plan of 
the Weather Bureau. On July 1 planes in 
a number of cities will begin going aloft 
daily with meteorographs to record atmos- 
pherice pressure, temperature and humidity. 
The system will replace the kites now in 
use. 

Two French towns, Chatelard and Mond 
Gorge were buried by an avalanche of 
earth and stone caused by heavy rains. 
As the result many of the inhabitants are 
homeless. 

The boyhood home of Colonel Charles A. 
Lindbergh will become a State park under 
a law signed Mar. 12 by Governor Olson, 
of Minnesota. 

President Hoover has appointed John R. 
Alpine, of New York, to make use of the 
emergency fund of $500,000 for the Federal 
Employment Service. The President’s dis- 
approval of the Wagner bill, which would 
have provided a new service, made the 
fund available. 

Irving Putnam, president of the publish- 
ing house founded by his father, George 
Palmer Putnam, died in New York City 
Mar, 12. He was 79 years old. His three 
sisters died in Geneva during this past 
year. 

The Geographic Society at Washington 
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presented its highest award Mar. 14 to the 


explorer of the Gobi Desert of Mongolia— 
Dr. Roy Chapman Andrews. 

A total of 1,500 persons was arrested by 
the police at Hamburg, Germany, Mar. 12. 


The arrest was at a Fascist meeting after 
forged tickets were discovered in the hands 
of the Communists. It is said this was 
the largest political raid ever made in 
Germany. 

To the list of young college presidents 
was added the name of William P. Tolley, 
of Madison, N. J., who has recently been 
chosen president of Allegheny College at 
Meadville, Pa., at the age of 30. 

The Prince of Wales opened the Fair in 
Buenos Aires Mar. 14. Not only did the 
Prince and his brother come all the way 
from England to be present at the inaugu- 
ration of the fair, but the British Admir- 
alty sent four warships to Buenos Aires 
to add splendor to the occasion. 

Miss Ella Wendel, the last of her line, 
died Mar. 13 in the old brick house on 
Fifth Ave., New York City, where she had 
lived since 1856, like her five sisters who 
died there before her, devoted only to keep- 
ing the accumulated land holdings of three 
generations in the name Wendel. These 
huge realty holdings, valued at $100,000,- 
000, were said to be left with no kin to 
claim them, though there has come a report 
that one of the Wendels was secretly mar- 
ried and has descendants. 

President Hoover started Mar. 18 on a 
ten-day trip on board the battleship Ari- 
zona to visit Porto Rico and the Virgin 
Islands. The trip is taken for rest and 
to settle insular problems. The President 
boarded the ship at Norfolk. 

After 46 years of service in the United 
States Navy, Rear Admiral Louis R. de 
Steiguer, who has reached the retirement 
age of 64, has relinquished his post as 
Commandant of the Third Naval District. 

In its preliminary statistics of income, 
the Bureau of Internal Revenue has an- 
nounced that 504 persons in the United 
States had incomes in excess of $1,000,000 
for the calendar year 1929. 

The General Motors Corporation has be- 
come the first $500,000,000 life insurance 
policy holder, according to an announce- 
ment by Alfred P. Sloan, Jr., president. 

Conveying greetings from the people of 
Ireland on the eve of St. Patrick’s Day, 
President William T. Cosgrave of the Irish 
Free State, addressed compatriots in the 


United States by radio from Dublin 
Mar. 15. 
Theodore Joslin, Washington  corre- 


spondent of the “Boston Transcript,” will 
be appointed secretary to President Hoo- 
ver it has been announced at the White 
House. Mr. Joslin succeeds former Secre- 
tary George Akerson, who resigned to take 
an executive post with a motion picture 
corporation. 

An explosion in the old sealer Viking 
off Horse Island in White Bay, east of 
Newfoundland Mar. 15 killed twenty of 
the 138 persons aboard her and injured 
scores of others. On board the Viking 
were Varick Frissell, a Yale graduate and 
a member of the Royal Geographical So- 
ciety, and Harry Sargent, a Harvard grad- 
uate and explorer, and A. E. Penrod, a 
camera man, who was assisting Frissell in 
the completion of a talking picture of the 
sealing industry. These are supposed to 
be among the dead. 

The MacDonald Government suffered an- 
other defeat in the House of Commons 
Mar. 16, when by 246 to 242 votes the 
clause in the new electoral reform bill 
abolishing the representation of universi- 
ties in Parliament was rejected. 

Representative James Benjamin Aswell, 
62, of Louisiana, died suddently at his resi- 
dence in Washington. He had served in 
the House continuously since 1913. 

Mrs. Ida Husted Harper, author and suf- 
frage worker, died at her home in Wash- 
ington, Mar. 16. She was 79. 

More than 5,000 miles of permanent 
roads is planned for construction in eleven 
States in the South during the year, rep- 
resenting an expenditure of $200,000,000. 


‘BOOK REVIEWS 


The Church School in Action, by Arthur 
Kendall Getman. Abingdon Press. 178 
pp. Price, $1.50. 

“Youth has its problems in regard to 
religion.” The author writes about them, 
and about what the Church School can do 
about them, from the viewpoint of a 
father of youth, a publie school man with 
both training and experience in the field 
of modern education, a Church School su- 
perintendent of nearly a score of years, 
and a committee chairman for his own 
conference in the realm of Christian Edu- 
cation. 


The book was written to meet the de- 
mand which the author himself had felt 
for “a little volume that would place be- 
fore teachers and officers suggestions re- 
garding the problems of youth in Chris- 
tian living.” The author has become con- 
scious of the baffling changes which have 
taken place since the turn of the century. 
In the light of these changes he neither 
takes the stand of shallow optimism, think- 
ing that everything is going to work out 
all right, nor the pessimistic attitude of 
despair concerning the trend of times in 
the direction of the dogs and the Devil. 
Rather he endeavors to show the way out 
for religion, and his concluding chapter on 
“Our Freedom, our Power, and the Fu- 
ture,” is shot through with hope and 
promise. 


Writing as a layman for laymen, he 
faces first of all the religious problems 
which are disturbing earnest youth and 
the frank fashion in which they must be 
faced by their leaders in the task of sym- 
pathetic guidance. He then deals in non- 
technical fashion with the psychology of 
the learning process, and proceeds from 
that point to apply the facts of the teach- 
ing of spiritual values. In subsequent 
chapters he appraises the method of Jesus, 
the Master-Teacher, and discusses in con- 
siderable detail the use of the Bible in 
teaching. A practical chapter follows on 
the organization of the Church School for 
this task, and the book is concluded with 
the chapter referred to above, and a 
Bibliography which indicates the author’s 
familiarity with the literature of Chris- 
tian Education, as well as secular educa- 
tion, All in all, this is an excellent vol- 
ume for pastors, superintendents and teach- 
ers of youth. It deserves a place in the 
reference libraries of Church Schools. 


A. N. 8S. 
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MRS. HENRY DITZLER 


Mrs. Lillie Virginia Ditzler, widow of 
the Rev. Henry Ditzler, died at her late 
home in Ruffsdale, Pa., on Jan. 15, 1931. 
Mrs. Ditzler was born May 4, 1858, near 
Hampton, Adams Co., Pa., the daughter 
of Peter and Leah (Wolf) Wehler. She 
was baptized and confirmed in the Abbotts- 
town Reformed Church, Dec. 24, 1874, by 
Rev. Aaron Spangler. 


She was married at New Oxford, Pa., 
to Henry Ditzler, son of Samuel and Mary 
(Hoover) Ditzler, by Rev. W. F. Colli- 
flower. She moved to Lancaster, Pa., where 
her husband was a student at the Theo- 
logical Seminary. After Mr. Ditzler’s 
graduation in 1885, they moved to Taney- 
town, Md., to take up their first charge. 
Eight years afterward they moved to 
Mount Jackson, Va., serving the Mill 
Creek Charge until 1912, when they moved 
to Ruffsdale, Pa., at which place Rev. Mr. 
Ditzler died in 1919. Three children were 


born to Rev. and Mrs. Ditzler: Nora May, + ment in Trinity Reformed Cemetery,. 
Lloyd Gerhart (who died suddenly Feb. 2 ° 


1931), and William Henry, who died at 
the age of 9 years. Surviving, beside one 
daughter, are 3 sisters and 1 brother. 

Funeral services were conducted at her 
late home in Ruffsdale by her pastor, Rev. 
C. H. Faust, and at Mount Jackson, Va., 
by Revs. Harry A. Behrens and W. T. 
Brundick. 

Mrs. Ditzler was an active and devoted 
worker in the charges served by her hus- 
band. To many she was known as “Mother 
Ditzler.” She will be held in affectionate 
remembrance by the people of these 
charges, among whom she spent more than 
half her life. 

W. T. B. 


DR. VICTOR T. SCHLOSSER 


A widely known dentist, Dr. Victor 
Schlosser, passed away at his residence, 
115 West Washington St., Hagerstown, 
Md., Monday morning, Feb 23, 1931, after 
an illness of five weeks. 

Dr. Schlosser was a life-long resident of 
Washington County, was a son of Dr. 
Tobias and Susan Bender Schlosser. He 
was a member of a long and distinguished 
line of dentists. At one time there were 
14 members of his famiily practicing den- 
tistry in various parts of the United States. 
Dr. Schlosser and his father, who was also 
a dentist, covered over a hundred years of 
service in dentistry in Hagerstown. 

He was a member of the Maryland State 
Dental Association, and a charter member 
of the Washington County Dental Society. 
He was a member and regular attendant 
of Zion Reformed Church, a subscriber and 
a reader of the “Messenger” for many 
years. Besides his wife, Mrs. Iola Stone- 
baker Schlosser, he is survived by a son, 
Dr. Roger 8. Schlosser, a practicing den- 
tist in Hagerstown; 8 grandchildren, also 
one sister, living here. His pallbearers 
were members of the Washington County 
Dental Society, of which he was a charter 
member. 

His funeral was held the following Wed- 
nesday, with services at the home, con- 
ducted by his pastor, the Rey. Dr. Scott 
R. Wagner. Interment in Rose Hill 
Cemetery. 

A Friend. 


GEORGE E. SHOEMAKER 


George E. Shoemaker, a highly respected 
citizen of Bedford, Pa., died at his home 
on South Juliana Street on Jan. 6. A son 
of Alexander Shoemaker and his wife 
Sophia, he was born on Dry Ridge July 
30, 1851. At this place of his birth he was 
privileged to live for 66 years, devoting 
his life to farming and dealing in stock, 
through which work he became generally 
and favorably known throughout the 
county. 

On Oct. 5, 1876, he was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Minerva Walker, daughter 
of Hon. George G. and Sarah Long Walker. 
To this union were born three daughters, 
Claire, who preceded him in death; Flora, 
wife of E. 0. Hyde, of Dry Ridge, and 
Pearl, at home. He is survived also by 
his wife, a brother, Nevin Shoemaker, of 
Schellsburg; and a sister, Emma Shoe- 
maker, of Cumberland, Md.; six grandchil- 
dren, and one great-grandchild. 

Mr. Shoemaker was a grand-nephew of 
Dr. Henry Harbaugh, one of the truly 
great pioneers of the Reformed Church 
in this country. True to the faith of his 
fathers, he was confirmed by Rev. N. H. 
Skyles in Trinity Church, Dry Ridge, Oct. 
20, 1866, and, as a loyal member of his 
Church to the day of his death and a 
faithful officer for many years, he honor- 
ed the faith which he professed. The fu- 
neral service was conducted at the old 
home on Dry Ridge, Jan. 8, being in charge 
of Rev. J. Albert Eyler, D.D., pastor of 
St. John’s Church, Bedford, where during 
the past 14 years he had been a consistent 
worshiper, assisted by the Rev. J. David 
Ely, pastor of the Gladeland Charge. In- 


Ridge. E. 


i. 


